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PATHWAY:  
Law and Justice
COURSE:  

Criminal Investigations and Forensics
UNIT 14: 

Organized Crime
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Annotation: 
In this unit students will identify major figures in the history of organized crime in the United States, and federal laws enacted to combat organized crime.  Students will describe well-known street gangs and their operations. Students will identify various hate groups.

Grade(s):  

	X
	9th

	X
	10th

	X
	11th

	X
	12th


Time:  
10 hours
Author: 
Richard Parham
Students with Disabilities:

For students with disabilities, the instructor should refer to the student's IEP to be sure that the accommodations specified are being provided. Instructors should also familiarize themselves with the provisions of Behavior Intervention Plans that may be part of a student's IEP. Frequent consultation with a student's special education instructor will be beneficial in providing appropriate differentiation.
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GPS Focus Standards: 
PS-CIF-14 
Students will explore organized crime.

a) 
Describe the history of organized crime.


b) 
Identify various hate groups.


c) 
Describe operations of street gangs.


d) 
Describe techniques used to investigate organized crime.


e) 
List federal laws which have been enacted to combat organized crime and hate groups.

GPS Academic Standards:
ELA12LSV1 
The student participates in student-to-teacher, student-to-student, and group verbal 



interactions.

ELA10RC2 
The student participates in discussions related to curricular learning in all subject areas.

ELA10RC3 
The student acquires new vocabulary in each content area and uses it correctly.

SSCG21 

The student will demonstrate knowledge of criminal activity.

SSCG22 

The student will demonstrate knowledge of the criminal justice process.
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Enduring Understandings: 
· Students will understand the history of organized crime

· Students will identify the major street gangs

· Students will identify various hate groups

· Students will gain knowledge of laws enacted to combat organized crime and hate groups
Essential Questions: 
· What impact has organized crime had on American society?
· How active are street gangs in our community?

· Why do hate groups exist?
· What methods are used in the criminal investigation of organized crime, hate groups and street gangs?
Knowledge from this Unit:  
Students will know:

· History of organized crime in America
· How street gangs operate.
· Laws used to fight organized crime and street gangs.

Skills from this Unit:  
Students will be able to:

· Identify the major organized crime groups in U.S. History
· Identify the major street gangs operating in the United States

· Explain the primary reasons hate crimes are committed
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Assessment Method Type: 

	
	Pre-test

	
	Objective assessment - multiple-choice, true- false, etc.

	
	__ Quizzes/Tests

__ Unit test

	X
	Group project

	X
	Individual project

	
	Self-assessment - May include practice quizzes, games, simulations, checklists, etc.

	
	__ Self-check rubrics   

__ Self-check during writing/planning process

__ Journal reflections on concepts, personal experiences and impact on one’s life

__ Reflect on evaluations of work from teachers, business partners, and competition judges

__ Academic prompts

__ Practice quizzes/tests

	
	Subjective assessment/Informal observations

	
	__ Essay tests

__ Observe students working with partners

__ Observe students role playing

	
	Peer-assessment  

	
	__ Peer editing & commentary of products/projects/presentations using rubrics

__ Peer editing and/or critiquing

	X
	Dialogue and Discussion

	
	__ Student/teacher conferences
__ Partner and small group discussions

__ Whole group discussions
__ Interaction with/feedback from community members/speakers and business partners

	
	Constructed Responses

	
	__ Chart good reading/writing/listening/speaking habits

__ Application of skills to real-life situations/scenarios

	
	Post-test


Assessment Attachments and / or Directions: 
· Terminology
· Word Wall

· Organized Crime Teacher/Lecture Notes
· Organized Crime Student Guided Notes

· Organized Crime PowerPoint

· Street Gangs Teacher/Lecture Notes

· Street Gangs Student Guided Notes

· Street  Gangs PowerPoint

· Hate Group Assignment

· Guest Speaker Form
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•
LESSON 1:  THE HISTORY OF ORGANIZED CRIME

1.
Identify the standards. Standards should be posted in the classroom.
PS-CIF-14 
Students will explore organized crime.

a) 
Describe the history of organized crime.


b) 
Identify various hate groups.


c) 
Describe operations of street gangs.


d) 
Describe techniques used to investigate organized crime.


e) 
List federal laws which have been enacted to combat organized crime and hate groups.

2.
Review Essential Question(s). Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 


(
What impact has organized crime had on American society?

3.
Identify and review the unit vocabulary. Terms may be posted on word wall.

	Organized Crime
	Criminal Enterprise
	Extortion

	Counterfeiting
	Fraud
	Bribe

	Money Laundering
	Conspiracy
	Embezzlement

	Absolute Immunity
	Racketeering
	Trafficking

	Enterprise Theory of Investigation
	Exploitation
	Predicate Crime

	Obstruction
	Forfeiture
	Smuggling

	Undercover
	Injunction
	


4.
Interest approach:  Mental set

A. Ask students to identify movies or television shows that depict organized crime.  (Ex: Running Scared, The Sopranos)

i. Ask them what type of criminal activities the characters were engaged in.   

ii. Discuss the type of roles the actors portray

B. Have the students identify and list common characteristics of the “main” characters from various movies and television shows.

i. List these descriptors on the board (Poster board, flip chart, or other ways you have available)

ii. Have the students categorize the descriptors (physical, behavior, etc) 

iii. Discuss similarities between the characters of the different shows and movies

5. Distribute the Organized Crime Guided Notes and lecture using the Organized Crime Lecture and PowerPoint.  The students should complete the guided notes as they follow along with the PowerPoint and discussion. 

6. Reserve your school’s computer lab or other location where your class can have access to the internet.  Have each student choose an Organized Crime Organization.  They are to research the organization and create a presentation about the organization.  You can give the students the ability to decide what type of presentation they want to do, or give them select options (i.e. PowerPoint slideshow, poster or a booklet.)  

**see attached assignment for an idea of what you can have them do**

7. Reserve your school’s computer lab or other location where your class can have access to the internet.  Have each student go to the FBI website www.fbi.gov , then find the link for “What We Investigate” on the left side of the page.  Now have your students click on the link for “Organized Crime” and on the right side of the page, there is a link for “Cases-Past and Present.”  Each student needs to choose one of the Major Organized Crime Cases the FBI has investigated and create a pamphlet, flyer or brochure to report the facts and information about the case
•
LESSON 2:  STREET GANGS

1.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 

· What are the most prevalent street gangs in our community?

· What are our local, state and federal law enforcement agencies doing to combat street gangs?

2.
Locate several recent news stories about gang related crimes or activities in your community. Divide your class into small groups and give each group one of the news articles.  Have the group read the news article and prepare a brief report for the class.  On the board (easel pad or any way you have to post things for the class to see) create a table or chart to categorize the information from each article.  You can have the students create a graphic organizer to show how the incidents similar and different.
3. 
Distribute the Street Gangs Guided Notes and lecture using the Street Gangs Teacher Notes and PowerPoint.  The students should complete the guided notes as they follow along with the PowerPoint and discussion. 

4. Students are to do some research one of the common street gangs mentioned in the newspaper activity above.  Have them make a (poster, pamphlet, or booklet) about the gang, including where the gang started, gang identifiers (colors, symbols, etc.), major criminal activity the gang is involved in and other information they can find.

NOTE:  Depending on your particular school and location, you may want to approach the street gang part of this unit with some concern.  You don’t want to create issues within your class or school.  You can cover this unit by doing a brief study, or if your situation allows, you can cover it more in-depth.  Each instructor will have to evaluate individually
•
LESSON 3:  HATE GROUPS

1.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 

· Why do hate groups exist?
2.
Write the U.S. Congress’ definition of a hate crime on your board (or post it somewhere in your room.)


“A hate crime is a criminal offense against a person or property motivated in whole or in part by an offender’s bias against a race, religion, disability, ethnic origin or sexual orientation.”

3. Have your students think of different types of crimes they feel are hate crimes.  Write these on a piece of paper and tape them on the wall below the definition of hate crimes.  As you post a crime, let your students discuss why each crime is, or is not, a hate crime.  

4. Locate several recent news stories about crimes committed because of a bias or prejudice toward the victim.  Make copies of each article so that each student will have a copy, and have the students read the articles quietly.  While they are reading, have your students write down words or ideas from the articles that they find important (this could be interesting or troubling to them.)  Now divide the class into groups and have the students in each group create a word wall using the words and ideas they each wrote down.  
NOTE: You can use this point to stress the importance of trying to understand and respect how different people have different opinions about things.  So as they are creating their word wall, keep in mind that another student’s opinion may be different, but that doesn’t make it WRONG.


When the groups are done, post the word walls and discuss how the different situations in the articles illustrate the real problems associated with hate crimes. 
5. Reserve your school’s computer lab or other location where your class can have access to the internet and have the students research information on a specific hate group.  Use the information they find to make a “Most Wanted” poster about the group.  Their poster should include; who is in the group, where are they primarily located, who is their primary target, what type of crimes do they commit to carry out their mission and when were they active in the United States.
•
ATTACHMENTS FOR LESSON PLANS

· CIF-14_Organized Crime Terminology
· CIF-14_Word Wall

· CIF-14_Organized Crime Teacher Notes

· CIF-14_Organized Crime Student Notes

· CIF-14_Organized Crime PowerPoint
· CIF-14_Street Gangs Teacher/Lecture Notes
· CIF-14_Street Gangs Student Guided Notes
· CIF-14_Street  Gangs PowerPoint
· CIF-14_Hate Group Assignment
· CIF-14_Guest Speaker Form

•
NOTES & REFLECTION: 

When you are planning to have a guest speaker, it would be very beneficial to make sure you clarify the level of students you teach as well as specific topics you want the speaker to talk about.  Many of our speakers are current or former law enforcement officers and/or attorneys who are accustomed to speaking to groups of adults.  The more specific you can be, the better prepared they will be for talking to teenager/high school students. 
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Culminating Unit Performance Task Title: 
Time-Line of Organized Crime and Street Gangs
Guest Speaker-Gang Unit Investigator
Culminating Unit Performance Task Description/Directions/Differentiated Instruction: 
To conclude this unit, I am going to have two activities.  The first is a time-line of organized crime and street gangs in the United States.  Students will collect key dates and facts about both organized crime and street gangs.  This information will be recorded on their own paper (listed or bulleted style) first.  Then they will take the information and create a time-line that will be posted in the room for a final discussion and review.  (I choose to have them write it on their own paper first and then create the time-line for a specific reason.)  In doing it this way, they will be able to create the time-line in a chronological order.  If they do it straight on the time-line, they will have dates either out of order or crammed together.
The second activity I will have is to invite a member of our local law enforcement agency’s Gang Unit to speak to my classes.  They will be able to talk about current trends and issues in gang activity, helping the students understand how active the gang problem is.
Attachments for Culminating Performance Task: 
Have your students complete the Guest Speaker Form after the speaker has finished.  It may be a benefit to fill in the basic information either prior to the speaker arriving or at the very beginning.  If you have the students filling in answers during the presentation, they will get more distracted and the speaker may feel like they are not interested.  By having the students wait until after the speaker has finished, and maybe left; they can stay focused on the speaker.  

Also, in the day or two following the speaker’s visit, take a moment to send a thank you.  This can be by letter, or even an email.  I have found they feel more appreciated and willing to return with this little gesture.  I have used a school or program letterhead, so it makes it more professional.
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Web Resources:
http://www.fbi.gov/hq/cid/orgcrime/ocshome.htm 

http://www.fbi.gov/hq/cid/civilrights/hate.htm 

http://www.splcenter.org/intel/map/hate.jsp#
http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/html/uscode18/usc_sup_01_18.html
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/18/usc_sup_01_18_10_I_20_96.html
http://www.justice.gov/ndic/pubs32/32146/index.htm
http://www.nationalgangcenter.gov/
http://www.justice.gov/usao/eousa/foia_reading_room/usam/title9/110mcrm.htm
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/18/usc_sec_18_00000521----000-.html
http://www.rickross.com/reference/hate_groups/hategroups355.html
http://www.fbi.gov/publications/leb/2003/mar03leb.pdf
Materials & Equipment:
· Poster Board
· Construction Paper

· Markers

· Computers/Internet Access

· Laptop/Projector/Screen

21st Century Technology Used: 
	X
	Slide Show Software
	
	Graphing Software
	
	Audio File(s)

	X
	Interactive Whiteboard
	
	Calculator
	X
	Graphic Organizer

	
	Student Response System
	
	Desktop Publishing 
	
	Image File(s)

	
	Web Design Software
	
	Blog
	
	Video

	
	Animation Software
	
	Wiki
	
	Electronic Game or Puzzle Maker

	
	Email
	X
	Website
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