In Cold Blood Assignments and Discussion Questions


Week 1: Pages 1-41

Name the bad guys.

Describe the children in the Clutter Family.

Describe Mrs. Clutter.

Week 2: Pages 41-75
Who found the bodies? 
Who is the prime suspect? 
What happened in the bathroom to Perry that he saw as a bad omen?

Week 3: Pages 75-106
What did the nuns do to Dick as a child? 
What did Perry say about the newspaper article or what did he say about the clues? 
What crime did they commit in last nights reading?

Week 4: Pages 106-147
Where did they go? 
What crazy dream does Perry have that he wants to pursue? 
Who did Perry get a letter from while he was in jail?

Week 5: Pages 148-180
What song did Perry learn on his new harmonica and was playing when Chapter II ended? 
How did Floyd Wells, the man who lead the police to Dick & Perry, know the Clutters so well? 
Recall something Dick’s father shared with the police officer about Dick’s life. 
Where was the 12 gauge shotgun that was probably used to kill the Clutters found?
In what city was Perry’s box of possessions found?

Week 6: Pages 180-214.2
Who did the KBI question in San Francisco? 
Who committed suicide? 
What, or where, is “The Corner”? 
What holiday comes and passes in the reading? 
What did the boy Bill teach Perry and Dick to hunt?

Week 7: Pages 214-248
What do the cops tell Perry and Dick they are questioning them for in the beginning? 
What does “virgin” mean to the interviewers from the KBI? 
Who cracked first under questioning? 
What lie about Las Vegas had Perry told Dick to know if Dick had talked to the police? 
Why did Perry not want to leave Dick alone during the crimes?

Week 8: Pages 251-279
Why did Perry want to change his confession to tell the truth that he killed all 4 Clutters? 
Why did lawmen from all over the nation come to interview Smith and Hickock? 
Who wrote Perry? 
What activity coincided with the jury pool selection that was argued to have influence on prospective jurors? 
What did Perry and Dick write at the very end of your reading?
Week 9: 280-310 
Was Perry found to be “insane”? 
Was Dick found to be “insane”? 
Did the jury sentence Perry to death? 
Did the jury sentence Dick to death? 
What was the judge doing when he was called back to court because the jurors returned early from their deliberations?

Week 10: 310 - End 
What did Perry do to try to kill himself?  
What happens to Andy toward the end of your reading? 
Describe the execution.
