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PATHWAY:  
Law and Justice
COURSE:  

Criminal Investigations and Forensics
UNIT 8: 

Interviews and Interrogations
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Annotation: 
Students will learn of the legal aspects involved in the interrogation of suspects.  Additionally, students will learn appropriate methods for conducting interviews, interrogations, and for eliciting confessions.  Students will also examine various forms of technology which assist investigators in gaining the truth.


Grade(s):  

	X
	9th

	X
	10th

	X
	11th

	X
	12th


Time:  
10 fifty minute periods 
Author: 
Dr. Thomas Washburn
Students with Disabilities:

For students with disabilities, the instructor should refer to the student's IEP to be sure that the accommodations specified are being provided. Instructors should also familiarize themselves with the provisions of Behavior Intervention Plans that may be part of a student's IEP. Frequent consultation with a student's special education instructor will be beneficial in providing appropriate differentiation.
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GPS Focus Standards: 
PS-CIF-8 
Students will demonstrate basic interview techniques.

a) 
Identify sources of information available to investigators.


b) 
Compare interviews and interrogations.


c) 
Distinguish between confessions and admissions.


d) 
Explain important case law as it relates to interviews and interrogations.


e) 
Demonstrate basic interview techniques.

GPS Academic Standards:
ELA12LSV1 
The student participates in student-to-teacher, student-to-student, and group verbal interactions.

ELA10RC2 
The student participates in discussions related to curricular learning in all subject areas.

SSCG21 

The student will demonstrate knowledge of criminal activity.

SSCG22 

The student will demonstrate knowledge of the criminal justice process.

ELA10RC4 
The student establishes a context for information acquired by reading across subject areas.

National / Local Standards / Industry / ISTE:
Law, Public Safety, and Security Career Cluster Law Enforcement Pathway Knowledge and Skill Statements: Interpret body language and gestures to demonstrate the use of interpersonal communication.
Law, Public Safety, and Security Career Cluster Law Enforcement Pathway Knowledge and Skill Statements: Use field-note taking and report-writing skills to complete police incident reports.
Law, Public Safety, and Security Career Cluster Law Enforcement Pathway Knowledge and Skill Statements: Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the U.S. legal system and the implications for law enforcement services.

Law, Public Safety, and Security Career Cluster Law Enforcement Pathway Knowledge and Skill Statements: Properly conduct interviews and/or interrogate witnesses and suspected criminals.
Law, Public Safety, and Security Career Cluster Law Enforcement Pathway Knowledge and Skill Statements: Properly protect and document the investigation.
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Enduring Understandings: 
•
With preparation interrogators can get valuable information from a suspect without violating the law.
Essential Questions: 
•
What skills and techniques do Investigators use to get information from a person?

Knowledge from this Unit:  
Students will:

•
Analyze a scenario and suggest ways to find information to prepare for an interrogation.
•
Assess a scenario to evaluate the legality of interrogators action. 

•
Explain how case law limits police actions in interrogations.  

•
Appraise the value of non-verbal “tells” in an interrogation. 
Skills from this Unit:  
Students will:

•
Develop questions for an interrogation based on a scenario     
•
Apply the Reid Technique to a scenario     
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Assessment Method Type: 
	
	Pre-test

	x
	Objective assessment - multiple-choice, true- false, etc.

	
	_x_ Quizzes/Tests

_x_ Unit test

	
	Group project

	
	Individual project

	
	Self-assessment - May include practice quizzes, games, simulations, checklists, etc.

	
	__ Self-check rubrics   

__ Self-check during writing/planning process

__ Journal reflections on concepts, personal experiences and impact on one’s life

__ Reflect on evaluations of work from teachers, business partners, and competition judges

__ Academic prompts

__ Practice quizzes/tests

	
	Subjective assessment/Informal observations

	
	__ Essay tests

__ Observe students working with partners

__ Observe students role playing

	
	Peer-assessment  

	
	__ Peer editing & commentary of products/projects/presentations using rubrics

__ Peer editing and/or critiquing

	
	Dialogue and Discussion

	
	__ Student/teacher conferences
__ Partner and small group discussions

__ Whole group discussions
__ Interaction with/feedback from community members/speakers and business partners

	x
	Constructed Responses

	
	__ Chart good reading/writing/listening/speaking habits

_x_ Application of skills to real-life situations/scenarios

	
	Post-test


Assessment Attachments and / or Directions: 
Quiz questions embedded in MS PowerPoint: this can be used with an SRS system.
•
Unit test for Interviews and Interrogations: Files included are the keys, reviews, answer sheet and test. The answer sheet is designed to allow the instructor to cut out the correct answers and lay the key over the student submitted sheet. Then using a highlighter the instructor can identify wrong answers. It allows for speedy grading and provides the student with the correct answer on questions they got wrong. 

CIF_8_Test 2 – Interviews
CIF_8_Test 2 – Interviews Answer 

CIF_8_Test 2 - Interviews Key

CIF_8_Test 2 – Interviews Body Key  
CIF_8_Test 2 – Interviews Body Review
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•
LESSON 1:  INTERVIEWS AND INTERROGATIONS

1.
Identify the standards. Standards should be posted in the classroom.
PS-CIF-8 
Students will demonstrate basic interview techniques.

a) 
Identify sources of information available to investigators.


b) 
Compare interviews and interrogations.


c) 
Distinguish between confessions and admissions.


d) 
Explain important case law as it relates to interviews and interrogations.


e) 
Demonstrate basic interview techniques.
2.
Review Essential Question(s). Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 



(
What skills and techniques do Investigators use to get information from a person?

3.
Identify and review the unit vocabulary. Terms may be posted on word wall.

	Miranda
	Guarded Behaviors 
	Knowing

	Reid Technique
	Voluntary
	Field Interviews

	Intelligent
	Interrogation 
	Admission

	Confession
	Kinesic 
	Conundrum


4.
Interest approach – Mental set


I ask the students – “Give me your best advice on how to lie to parents.”

Then I say “what if I had a method what would bust all your efforts?”


Then I have one student try to lie about what they did on Friday night the previous weekend. I use the technique of asking dozens of specific questions and then re-question them and catch their errors. I also use some of the other techniques like conundrum. 
5. Lecture using the PowerPoint Interviews and Interrogations. SRS questions can be added to the PowerPoints and can be used with or without a SRS set up.
6. Show media Field Interview Techniques. Have students take media notes as they watch. Discuss the media. This media may be available from a streaming subscription. 
7. Continue to assign In Cold Blood readings by Capote. They have to write two bullets a page on what they read while they read (to improve comprehension) plus identify two vocabulary words each week that they will define. On due dates,  give a reading quiz and they can use their written notes to take the quiz  but they only have 30 seconds for each question.  There are many books to choose from for the first semester about forensics – so feel free to look at other options. 

8. Show media Never Be Lied to Again or similar media that discusses using verbal cues and questioning to detect deception. Have students take media notes as they watch. Discuss the media. 

9. Show media Secrets of Interrogation or similar media that has real interrogation video explained. Have students take media notes as they watch. Discuss the media. Secrets of Interrogation has been featured on Discovery Channel. 

10. Show media Crime 360: Giplin Court Shooting. Have students take media notes as they watch identifying things discussed in class. Discuss the media. 

11. Schedule a guest speaker familiar with interrogations. 
12. Provide time for students to work on Competitive Events if these have not concluded.
13. Distribute review sheets and have students work on preparing for the test.

•
ATTACHMENTS FOR LESSON PLANS

•
CIF_8_Assignment Log - Interviews
•
CIF_8_Daily Outline - Interviews
•
CIF_8_Essential Question - Interviews
•
CIF_8_Interviews & Interrogations
•
CIF_8_Unit Poster - Interviews
•
CIF_8_Word Wall - Interviews
•
NOTES & REFLECTION: 

This unit attempts to give the students some legal understanding, some basic techniques, as well as give them some skills they can use in everyday life. In this unit finding good media can make all the difference. The Secrets of Interrogation media just came out at the time of this lesson plan writing. It is difficult to role play interrogations and interviews because people cannot mimic natural “tells.” Another problem is that these techniques have become embedded in TV mythology in recent TV shows making students think they can tell every little lie. 
The Reid Technique is taught in this unit. It has become a little controversial – particularly being used with youthful offenders – due to false confessions. Be sure to be familiar with the controversy. 

Above all – emphasize that each investigator develops his or her own style of interrogation/interview. 
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Culminating Unit Performance Task Title: 
Interrogation Preparation for OJ Simpson 
Culminating Unit Performance Task Description/Directions/Differentiated Instruction: 
Since discuss OJ Simpson is discussed in CIF classes, I use his case for the students to prepare a mock interrogation  prior to his actual arrest. You could use any well know crime. You could also use a case that you personally worked and that you have the latitude to share details about. The idea is to get the students to think about setting, preparation, line of questioning, and creating the false dilemma with alternate explanations.  
Have student peer review in pairs first, then in small groups of four. Usually when they see how others processed the scenario and strategized it helps each better understand the process.
Attachments for Culminating Performance Task: 
•
Presently there is no rubric for this performance task
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Web Resources:
•
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reid_technique
• 
www.fbi.gov/publications/leb/2002/nov02leb.pdf
•
www.innocenceproject.org/understand/False-Confessions.php
•
www.usconstitution.net/miranda.html
Materials & Equipment: 
•
Computer
•
Projector/TV 
•
Field Interview Techniques was available from AIMS Multimedia
•
Never Be Lied to Again may be available from Amazon
•
Crime 360 (aetv.resultspage.com/search?w=crime+360&x=0&y=0)
•
Secrets of Interrogation (dsc.discovery.com)
21st Century Technology Used: 
	x
	Slide Show Software
	
	Graphing Software
	
	Audio File(s)

	
	Interactive Whiteboard
	
	Calculator
	
	Graphic Organizer

	x
	Student Response System
	
	Desktop Publishing 
	
	Image File(s)

	
	Web Design Software
	
	Blog
	x
	Video

	
	Animation Software
	
	Wiki
	
	Electronic Game or Puzzle Maker

	
	Email
	
	Website
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