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PATHWAY:  
Law and Justice
COURSE:  

Criminal Investigations and Forensics
UNIT 9: 

Notes, Reports and Legal Issues
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Annotation: 
Students will learn to take concise notes from which they will write clear and accurate police incident reports.  Students will learn the importance of this form of written communication which is essential for the criminal investigation.  Students will become familiar with the numerous types of police report and understand their application for criminal and civil processes.


Grade(s):  

	X
	9th

	X
	10th

	X
	11th

	X
	12th


Time:  
6 fifty minute periods
Author: 
Dr. Thomas Washburn

Students with Disabilities:

For students with disabilities, the instructor should refer to the student's IEP to be sure that the accommodations specified are being provided. Instructors should also familiarize themselves with the provisions of Behavior Intervention Plans that may be part of a student's IEP. Frequent consultation with a student's special education instructor will be beneficial in providing appropriate differentiation.
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GPS Focus Standards: 
PS-CIF-9 
Students will complete concise investigative reports.

a) 
Identify the appropriate reports to write for various situations.


b) 
Create clear, concise, and thorough reports.


c) 
Differentiate between the various types of police reports.


d) 
List the questions complete reports should answer.


e) 
Describe the legal implications of police reports.

GPS Academic Standards:
SSCG21 

The student will demonstrate knowledge of criminal activity.

SSCG22 

The student will demonstrate knowledge of the criminal justice process.

SSCG18 

The student will demonstrate knowledge of the powers of Georgia’s state and local 




governments.

ELA10W1 
The student produces writing that establishes an appropriate organizational structure, sets a 


context and engages the reader, maintains a coherent focus throughout, and signals closure.

ELA12LSV2 
The student formulates reasoned judgments about written and oral communication in 



various media genres. The student delivers focused, coherent, and polished presentations 



that convey a clear and distinct perspective, demonstrate solid reasoning, and combine 



traditional rhetorical strategies of narration, exposition, persuasion, and description.

National / Local Standards / Industry / ISTE:
Law, Public Safety, and Security Career Cluster Law Enforcement Pathway Knowledge and Skill Statements: Interpret body language and gestures to demonstrate the use of interpersonal communication.
Law, Public Safety, and Security Career Cluster Law Enforcement Pathway Knowledge and Skill Statements: Use field-note taking and report-writing skills to complete police incident reports.
Law, Public Safety, and Security Career Cluster Law Enforcement Pathway Knowledge and Skill Statements: Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the U.S. legal system and the implications for law enforcement services.

Law, Public Safety, and Security Career Cluster Law Enforcement Pathway Knowledge and Skill Statements: Properly conduct interviews and/or interrogate witnesses and suspected criminals.
Law, Public Safety, and Security Career Cluster Law Enforcement Pathway Knowledge and Skill Statements: Properly protect and document the investigation.
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Enduring Understandings: 
A well written police report is the most fundamental piece of an investigation. 
Essential Questions: 
•
Why is it important that investigators write clear, concise, and complete police reports?
Knowledge from this Unit:  
Students will:

•
Select to correct reporting procedure. 
•
Assess a police report and critique it for proper documentation.  

•
Explain how police reports are used in various stages of the criminal (and possibly civil) process.  

Skills from this Unit:  
Students will:

•
Conduct an interview.     
•
Write a personal narrative in a police report format.     
•
Write a narrative from a role play. 
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Assessment Method Type: 
	
	Pre-test

	
	Objective assessment - multiple-choice, true- false, etc.

	
	__ Quizzes/Tests

__ Unit test

	
	Group project

	
	Individual project

	x
	Self-assessment - May include practice quizzes, games, simulations, checklists, etc.

	
	_x_ Self-check rubrics   

__ Self-check during writing/planning process

__ Journal reflections on concepts, personal experiences and impact on one’s life

__ Reflect on evaluations of work from teachers, business partners, and competition judges

__ Academic prompts

__ Practice quizzes/tests

	x
	Subjective assessment/Informal observations

	
	__ Essay tests

__ Observe students working with partners

_x_ Observe students role playing

	x
	Peer-assessment  

	
	__ Peer editing & commentary of products/projects/presentations using rubrics

_x_ Peer editing and/or critiquing

	x
	Dialogue and Discussion

	
	__ Student/teacher conferences
_x_ Partner and small group discussions

_x_ Whole group discussions
__ Interaction with/feedback from community members/speakers and business partners

	x
	Constructed Responses

	
	__ Chart good reading/writing/listening/speaking habits

_x_ Application of skills to real-life situations/scenarios

	
	Post-test


Assessment Attachments and / or Directions: 
The material covered in this unit will be covered on a test in a later unit. There are some graded assignments for progress assessment included in the lesson plans. 
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•
LESSON 1:  


1.
Identify the standards. Standards should be posted in the classroom.
PS-CIF-9 
Students will complete concise investigative reports.

a) 
Identify the appropriate reports to write for various situations.


b) 
Create clear, concise, and thorough reports.


c) 
Differentiate between the various types of police reports.


d) 
List the questions complete reports should answer.


e) 
Describe the legal implications of police reports.
2.
Review Essential Question(s). Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 



(
Why is it important that investigators write clear, concise, and complete police reports?
3.
Identify and review the unit vocabulary. Terms may be posted on word wall.

	Chain of Custody
	Incident Report
	Narrative 

	Linear Chronology 
	Supplemental Report
	Domestic

	Waivers
	Field Interview Card
	Evidence Log

	Activity Log
	Affidavit for Warrant 
	


4.
Interest approach – Mental set


Break the class up into groups of about 8. Pull aside one person (the recorder). Tell the recorder to write down each person in the order they are involved in each of the activities. Tell the rest of the group they will throw and object around the group (I start with a Koosh ball). They must throw in the same order and each person must catch and throw one time with no repeats. Have them do it watching both groups. Then have them stop. Introduce another item (a roll of tape) and do the same activity – but this time the order must change. Be sure the recorder is still recording. Then do this another time with another object (a CD case) and they must again change the order that people receive the item. Do a final time where you introduce each object right after the other (Koosh then tape roll then CD Case) so that the group is tossing 3 objects around at once – again with a new order of catch/throw.  The kids will have a lot of fun with this. 

Now have them all sit down. Ask a group member from one of the groups come to the front of the room. Have them sit down and swear them in. Ask them a series of specific questions about each of the 4 activities such as who threw third in the order. They will have a difficult time – make sure the others don’t try to help out. Some might get some answers right. Do this with one person from each of your groups. Finally, have the recorder from one group come up. Ask them the same questions – to which they will quickly answer from their notes. Repeat this for the other groups. 


Ask – why did the recorder easily answer the questions? Why could the participants not remember all the details? What would happen if we asked them the same questions tomorrow? What about next year? Why will the recorders be able to always answer the questions? 


Ask – what percentage of the time were the participants wrong? What percentage for recorders? What percentage of the time can police testify in court wrong? 


Explain how police reports help us remember the details over time. 

5. Lecture using the PowerPoint, notes, report, and legal issues. SRS questions can be added to the PowerPoints and can be used with or without a SRS set up. Each of the events are in the PowerPoint. 
6. Continue to assign In Cold Blood readings by Capote. They have to write two bullets a page on what they read while they read (to improve comprehension) plus identify two vocabulary words each week that they will define. On due dates give a reading quiz and they can use their written notes to take the quiz with – but they only have 30 seconds for each question.  There are many books to choose from for the first semester about forensics – so feel free to look at other options. 

7. Initially the students will write a narrative in police style but of a classmate’s personal experience. Make sure they choose something normal – not some big event. The PowerPoint explains the procedure. 

a. Encourage the students to write in first person. Have them determine what from the story must be included. Have them evaluate if anything needed to be quoted. 

b. Give them time to write

c. Then have them return to their first partner and then second evaluating each others’ work

i. Evaluate accuracy 

d. Debrief 

8.  
Demonstrate conducting a field interview;

9.
Select four actors and assign them their roles. Select one student to act as the responding officer. Explain that in the role play all the students take the perspective of the role play officer so they will write their report projecting themselves as the police officer. Do the role play. At each stage ask if the class has any advice for the officer (questions to ask or actions to take). 
a. Have all students take field notes

b. Use “Reports Made Easy” to give them the flow (thanks to Sheree Tovey for the file)

c. Give students time to write a good narrative. It may become a homework assignment. 

d. Once all have finished break them into groups of 3.

e. Have each read and critique the others. Have each group select the best.

f. Have each group read their best out loud. 

g. Review the narrative process by modeling using the best lines from those narratives read aloud

h. Discuss inaccuracies and chorological issues. 

i. Complete a class cooperative work narrative – where the class writes one collaboratively while one student writes it on the board. 

j. Have students go home and write another attempt at the narrative from the role play to turn in.

10.
Get copies of police reports of various types (from run of the mill to strange). Also get copies of all other forms such as interview cards, booking reports, etc. Some of these you may not have access to because they are all computerized – print out the forms in that case. Go through all the paperwork and forms. 

a. When reviewing he police reports show the entry types, blocks, and various areas completed on the “report” or “cover sheet” form. Again these are mostly computerized now – so print some out. 

b. Using the form Police Reports, evaluate the report.  Discuss whether the report is well or poorly written.  

•
ATTACHMENTS FOR LESSON PLANS

•
ICF_9_Assignment Log – Notes
•
ICF_9_Daily Outline - Notes
•
ICF_9_Essential Question - Notes
•
ICF_9_Field Interviews Rubric
•
ICF_9_Narrative role play
•
ICF_9_Notes & Reports
•
ICF_9_Reports made easy
•
ICF_9_Unit Poster - Notes Reports & Legal Issues
•
ICF_9_Word Wall - Notes
•
NOTES & REFLECTION: 

In the first year class they get basic narratives down. In this unit they need to learn how to document things more thoroughly. They also need to learn how to write narratives in situations that have more details. 
I start by having them do what comes natural – which is talk to peers about events – which is really what the reports are all about. Then I have them document their conversation in a narrative style. Having them review the narratives helps them see how well they listened. 
Moving to the scenario and having them role play makes the event fun and unique. I suggest using the family role play for this part. Working solo and then peer reviewed helps them hear and see how others documented the scenario. Finalizing this with the collaborative narrative writing allows you to help them craft a good narrative. Be sure to model the metacognitive aspects (what you think about) of writing the narrative. Having them write a final narrative from the class one is simply cementing the skills. 

When they are finished they should be able to write a basic narrative. Some will already write ones that match professional level. 
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Culminating Unit Performance Task Title: 
Police Reports
Culminating Unit Performance Task Description/Directions/Differentiated Instruction: 
Take the role play that you didn’t use – probably the argument at the auto repair shop and implement it the same way you did the previous role play. If you have the time you could have students do the role play in teams. I usually don’t have the time – so we collectively do the role play as I explained before. 
Students must keep their own notes of the role play (you may want to provide field note or copy a good students’ notes for the role player themselves). Once done they each write their own police report. 

You could allow one peer review opportunity with feedback. 
Attachments for Culminating Performance Task: 
•
ICF_9_Police Reports Rubric
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Web Resources:
•
www.thesmokinggun.com/archive/years/2007/0919071oj1.html
•
www.thesmokinggun.com/search/search.html (search for police reports)
Materials & Equipment: 
•
Computer
•
Projector/TV 
•
Koosh ball and other objects for activity
21st Century Technology Used: 
	x
	Slide Show Software
	
	Graphing Software
	
	Audio File(s)

	
	Interactive Whiteboard
	
	Calculator
	
	Graphic Organizer

	x
	Student Response System
	
	Desktop Publishing 
	
	Image File(s)

	
	Web Design Software
	
	Blog
	
	Video

	
	Animation Software
	
	Wiki
	
	Electronic Game or Puzzle Maker

	
	Email
	
	Website
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