ILJ: Sentencing & Correctional Issues

Multiple Choice: Write your answers on the answer sheet provided.  Allow twenty minutes.  (1 point each for 40 points total)
1.
A(n) ____sentence has a fixed minimum and maximum term of incarceration, rather than a set period.

A)
determinate

B)
presumptive

C)
indeterminate

D)
flat-time

2.
In ____, the legislature determines a sentence range for each crime that is usually based on the seriousness of the crime and the criminal history of the offender.

A)
determinate

B)
presumptive sentencing

C)
indeterminate

D)
flat-time

3.
From biblical times through the eighteenth century, ____ was the dominant justification for punishment.

A)
retribution

B)
restoration

C)
rehabilitation

D)
deterrence

4.
Which of the following is an effort to do something for victims and their survivors—to return them, as much as possible, to their previous state and to make them “whole” again?

A)
Retribution

B)
Restoration

C)
Rehabilitation

D)
Deterrence

5.
According to your text, one problem with restitution is that most offenders:

A)
consider restitution to be inflammatory and refuse to participate in providing it.

B)
provide restitution, but usually the wrong kind.

C)
arrange for others to assume the burdens of restitution for them.

D)
have neither the financial means nor the abilities to provide adequate restitution.

6.
Generally, a presentence investigation report (PSI) is prepared by a:

A)
defendant.

B)
prosecutor.

C)
judge.

D)
probation officer.

7.
Nearly ____ of state trial court decisions are affirmed on appeal.

A)
80 percent

B)
60 percent

C)
40 percent

D)
20 percent

8.
More than half of the 856 executions that have taken place in the United States since 1977 (as of June 5, 2003) have occurred in just three states. Which of the following is NOT one of those three states?

A)
Virginia

B)
Georgia

C)
Texas

D)
Oklahoma

9.
Reductions in sentences for death row inmates, which are granted by a state's governor, are called:

A)
appellate reviews.

B)
habeas corpus petitions.

C)
commutations.

D)
proportionality reviews.

10.
For all intents and purposes, the death penalty today is used more than occasionally in:

A)
a few nonwestern countries and a few states in the American South.

B)
most of the nonwestern world and a few states in the American South.

C)
nearly all of the nonwestern world and most of the United States.

D)
a few nonwestern countries and most of the United States.

11.
A 2003 poll found that more than ____ of Americans nationwide believed that an innocent person had been executed in the last 5 years.

A)
10 percent

B)
70 percent

C)
25 percent

D)
50 percent

12.
In July 2000, the president of the ABA called for a moratorium on executions for five reasons. Three are listed below. Which is NOT one of the reasons listed in your textbook?

A)
The execution of the mentally retarded and juveniles

B)
Gender profiling

C)
A lack of due process

D)
Racial profiling

13.
Research confirms that ____ of capital offenders released from prison have killed again.

A)
over half

B)
about one-third

C)
nearly all

D)
a small percentage

14.
For which of the following uses do laws specify that restitution may NOT be court ordered?

A)
medical expenses

B)
lost wages

C)
counseling expenses

D)
it may be ordered for all of these uses

15.
According to a 2003 Gallup poll, approximately what percent of Americans favored the death penalty for people convicted of first-degree murder?

A)
44

B)
64

C)
74

D)
94

16.
According to a 2003 Gallup poll, approximately what percent of Americans believe that the death penalty is not applied fairly?

A)
20

B)
40

C)
60

D)
80

17.
Which of the following factors accounts for the American public's increased concern about the death penalty's administration?

A)
revelations about the quality of justice in capital murder trials

B)
the overturning of several convictions as a result of DNA tests

C)
the moratorium on executions in Illinois and elsewhere

D)
all of the above

18.
Which of the following countries typically executes the most people?

A)
U.S.

B)
Iran

C)
China

D)
Pakistan

19.
Which of the following reasons was selected by half of all respondents who favored the death penalty in a recent Gallup poll?

A)
“an eye for an eye/convicted deserve to be executed

B)
“save taxpayers money/cost associated with prison

C)
deterrence

D)
arbitrary and discriminatory application

20.
Which of the following reasons for punishment is associated with banishment, exile, the deportation of foreign nationals, and "three strikes and you're out laws"?


A) deterrence

B) incapacitation


C) rehabilitation


D) retribution



E) none of the above

21.
John Howard's 1777 book, The State of the Prisons in England and Wales, stated several opinions about how to improve prison conditions. Which of the following is NOT one of Howard's opinions, as discussed in your textbook?

A)
Incarceration should do more than punish.

B)
Incarceration should instill discipline and reform inmates.

C)
Penal environments should be made safe, humane, and orderly.

D)
Complete rehabilitation of prisoners is impossible.

22.
When offenders are sentenced to the custody of the department of corrections in most states, they are transported initially to a:

A)
medium-security prison.

B)
jail.

C)
classification or diagnostic facility.

D)
minimum-security prison.

23.
A(n) ____ is a very short-term (for instance, 24- to 48-hour) holding facility.

A)
minimum-security prison

B)
lockup

C)
jail

D)
furlough

24.
Inmates who are vulnerable to assault by other inmates may be designated for:

A)
administrative segregation.

B)
new-generation jails.

C)
congregate living areas.

D)
protective custody.

25.
Most institutions have elaborate____, in which staff learn from inmate informants about the presence of contraband, the potential for disruptions, and other threats to security.

A)
snitch systems

B)
staff procedures

C)
conjugal visits

D)
security procedures

26.
We usually think of rehabilitation programs as serving one main objective. Which of the following is that main objective?

A)
To help inmates better themselves

B)
To help the institution achieve control over inmates

C)
To help inmates manage time

D)
To give inmates a way to occupy themselves

27.
Research has determined that although no single type of treatment can be identified as the most effective, one feature that seems to characterize programs that consistently reduce offender recidivism is:

A)
the number of staff assigned to the program.

B)
the program's popularity among inmates.

C)
the rate at which the program is used in federal prisons.

D)
the quality of the program's implementation.

28.
What was the approximate average annual cost of incarceration per prison inmate in 2000?

A)
$14,000

B)
$22,000

C)
$38,000

D)
$52,000

29.
A ____is an institutional setting in which people are cut off from the wider society and are expected to live according to institutional rules and procedures.

A)
medium-security prison

B)
jail

C)
furlough programs

D)
total institution

30.
The ____ model holds that the inmate society is shaped by factors external to the prison environment—specifically, the pre-prison experiences and socialization patterns that inmates bring with them when they enter prison.

A)
importation

B)
indigenous origins

C)
prisonization

D)
deprivation

31.
Researchers have observed that the work of correctional officers is characterized by both:

A)
high pay and stimulus overload.

B)
low turnover and boredom.

C)
boredom and stimulus overload.

D)
high turnover and high pay.

32.
Researchers have identified four general ways in which correctional officers respond to their jobs. Three are listed below. Which is NOT one of the four general ways discussed in your text?

A)
Some officers become overly authoritarian and confrontational.

B)
Some officers adopt a human-services orientation toward their work.

C)
Some officers become alienated, cynical, and withdrawn.

D)
Some officers become excessively gossipy and talkative, and attempt to pry into the personal lives of inmates.

33.
Inmates skilled in legal matters are known as:

A)
snitches.

B)
jailhouse lawyers.

C)
square johns.

D)
lifers.

34.
The Supreme Court has ruled that censorship in prisons is legal only if it furthers one of three substantial government interests. Which of the following is NOT one of these interests?

A)
Punishment

B)
Order

C)
Security

D)
Rehabilitation

35.
Mandatory release is similar to ____ in that people let out under either arrangement ordinarily receive a period of community supervision.

A)
maxing out

B)
parole

C)
commutation

D)
determinate sentencing

36.
One study on recidivism demonstrated that the inmates who adjusted most successfully to prison ____ to life in the free community upon release.

A)
had the least difficulty adjusting

B)
adjusted slowly, but most thoroughly

C)
adjusted better than others

D)
had the most difficulty adjusting

37.
According to a recent national study of recidivism among state prisoners, what percent of nearly 300,000 former inmates released from prisons in 1994 were rearrested for a new offense within 3 years of their release?

A)
14.5

B)
46.5

C)
67.5

D)
81.5

38.
According to a recent national study of recidivism among state prisoners, which of the following types of released prisoners had the highest rearrest rate?

A)
motor vehicle thieves

B)
murderers

C)
rapists

D)
people convicted of DUI

39.
Depending on the jurisdiction, convicted felons lose a variety of civil rights. Which of the following is NOT a civil right commonly forfeited by convicted felons?

A)
the right to vote

B)
the right to hold public office

C)
the right to serve on a grand or petit jury

D)
all of the above are rights that are commonly forfeited

40.
Which of the following is NOT a value or norm of the convict code?

A)
inmates should mind their own affairs and do their own time

B)
inmates should not inform the staff about the illicit activities of other prisoners

C)
inmates should be indifferent to the staff and loyal to other convicts

D)
all of the above are values or norms of the convict code

Matching: Write your answers on the answer sheet provided.  Allow ten minutes.  (1 point each for 15 points total)
Match the following types of sentencing with the definition listed below.

	a.
	Indeterminate sentence
	d.
	Mandatory sentencing

	b.
	Determinate sentence
	e.
	Presumptive sentencing

	c.
	Flat-time sentencing


41.
With this sentencing, the second type of determinate sentencing, a specified number of years of imprisonment, usually within a range, is provided for particular crimes. 

42.
Has a fixed period of incarceration, which eliminates the decision-making responsibility of parole boards. 

43.
This type of sentencing allows a judge to retain some sentencing discretion, subject to appellate review. 

44.
Has a fixed minimum and maximum term of incarceration, rather than a set period. 

45.
With this sentencing, judges may choose between probation and imprisonment but have little discretion in setting the length of a prison sentence. 

	a.
	Retribution
	d.
	Rehabilitation 

	b.
	Incapacitation
	e.
	Restoration 

	c.
	Deterrence


46.
The effort to do something for victims and their survivors—to return them, as much as possible, to their previous state and to make them “whole” again. 

47.
The prevention of individuals from committing crime again by punishing them, or the prevention of people in general from engaging in crime by punishing specific individuals and making examples of them. 

48.
The attempt to “correct” the personality and behavior of convicted offenders through educational, vocational, or therapeutic treatment. 

49.
The removal or restriction of the freedom of those found to have violated criminal laws. 

50.
The only rationale for criminal punishment that specifically addresses what has happened in the past; that is, to pay back offenders for their crimes. 

Match the Amendment with the inmates' right issue to which it is related. Answers may be used more than once.

	a.
	First Amendment

	b.
	Eighth Amendment

	c.
	Fourteenth Amendment


51.
Totality of prison conditions  
52.
Religious freedom  
53.
Free speech  
54.
Medical care  
55.
Due process  
Short Answer/Essay: 45 total points.  Allow for fifteen minutes. Use the answer sheet to record your response.  9 points each.
1. What are five things that guide and/or limit judges in their sentencing decisions?  Appraise each and determine which one you feel is most influential and explain why.
2. Name and explain the three procedural reforms approved by the Supreme Court in Gregg for death penalty cases.  What are aggravating and mitigating circumstances and when are they introduced? 
3. Reflect on the “Three Strikes” laws.  Evaluate all the arguments and provide what you consider the single best argument both for and against these laws.  

4.
Identify four of the main problems and issues that affect the efforts to professionalize prison work. 

5.
Explain the four typical ways in which inmates may be released from prison.
























Do NOT write on this test – Use your answer sheet!
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