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PATHWAY:  
Law and Justice
COURSE:  

Introduction to Law and Justice
UNIT 12: 

Ethics in Law and Justice
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Annotation: 
Students will debate the boundaries of police deviance and the role discretion plays in police corruption. They will also identify issues that have tarnished the police reputation with the public.


Grade(s):  

	X
	9th

	X
	10th

	X
	11th

	X
	12th


Time:  
Five 50 minute periods, plus semester research presentations (4 days), and finals (5 days)

Author: 
Dr. Thomas Washburn
Students with Disabilities:

For students with disabilities, the instructor should refer to the student's IEP to be sure that the accommodations specified are being provided. Instructors should also familiarize themselves with the provisions of Behavior Intervention Plans that may be part of a student's IEP. Frequent consultation with a student's special education instructor will be beneficial in providing appropriate differentiation.
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GPS Focus Standards: 
PS-ILJ-18 
Students will investigate the role of ethics in policing.


a) 
Identify unethical and illegal actions in police work.


b) 
Discuss the law enforcement officers' code of ethics.


c) 
Explore the various reasons for police corruption.


d) 
Appraise the forms of police misconduct other than corruption.


e) 
Identify the effects of police corruption and brutality.
GPS Academic Standards:
ELA10RC2 
The student participates in discussions related to curricular learning in all subject areas.

ELA10RC3 
The student acquires new vocabulary in each content area and uses it correctly.
SSCG6 

The student will demonstrate knowledge of civil liberties and civil rights.
SSCG15 

The student will explain the functions of the departments and agencies of the federal bureaucracy.
SSCG16 

The student will demonstrate knowledge of the operation of the federal judiciary.
National / Local Standards / Industry / ISTE:
Law, Public Safety, and Security Career Cluster Law Enforcement Pathway Knowledge and Skill Statements: Display integrity and demonstrate a commitment to ethical behavior in the performance of the duties of law enforcement
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Enduring Understandings: 
•
Nothing is more critical in police behavior than ethical action. 
•
Ethics and integrity are a key component of character. 
Essential Questions: 
•
What role does police deviance and corruption play in the publics’ perception of the police?
Knowledge from this Unit:  
Students will:

•
Appraise the police code of ethics. 
•
Evaluate police behavior and judge if it ethical. 

•
Predict the impact unethical police behavior has on a community. 
Skills from this Unit:  
•
Students will evaluate their own personal behavior to identify ways to improve their character.
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Assessment Method Type: 
	
	Pre-test

	x
	Objective assessment - multiple-choice, true- false, etc.

	
	__ Quizzes/Tests

_x_ Unit test

	
	Group project

	x
	Individual project

	x
	Self-assessment - May include practice quizzes, games, simulations, checklists, etc.

	
	__ Self-check rubrics   

__ Self-check during writing/planning process

_x_ Journal reflections on concepts, personal experiences and impact on one’s life

__ Reflect on evaluations of work from teachers, business partners, and competition judges

__ Academic prompts

__ Practice quizzes/tests

	x
	Subjective assessment/Informal observations

	
	__ Essay tests

__ Observe students working with partners

x__ Observe students role playing

	
	Peer-assessment  

	
	__ Peer editing & commentary of products/projects/presentations using rubrics

__ Peer editing and/or critiquing

	
	Dialogue and Discussion

	
	__ Student/teacher conferences
__ Partner and small group discussions

__ Whole group discussions
__ Interaction with/feedback from community members/speakers and business partners

	
	Constructed Responses

	
	__ Chart good reading/writing/listening/speaking habits

__ Application of skills to real-life situations/scenarios

	
	Post-test


Assessment Attachments and / or Directions: 
•
Unit test for Ethics in Law and Justice: Files included are the keys, reviews, answer sheet and test. The answer sheet is designed to allow the instructor to cut out the correct answers and lay the key over the student submitted sheet. Then using a highlighter the instructor can identify wrong answers. It allows for speedy grading and provides the student with the correct answer on questions they got wrong. 

· ILJ_12_Test 13 & 14 - Agency Administration & Ethics

· ILJ_12_Test 13 & 14 - Agency Administration & Ethics– Answer 

· ILJ_12_Test 13 & 14 - Agency Administration & Ethics– Answer Key

· ILJ_12_Test 13 & 14 - Agency Administration & Ethics– Key 

· ILJ_12_Test 13 & 14 - Agency Administration & Ethics– review 
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•
LESSON 1:  ETHICS IN LAW & JUSTICE

1.
Identify the standards. Standards should be posted in the classroom.
PS-ILJ-18 
Students will investigate the role of ethics in policing.


a) 
Identify unethical and illegal actions in police work.


b) 
Discuss the law enforcement officers' code of ethics.


c) 
Explore the various reasons for police corruption.


d) 
Appraise the forms of police misconduct other than corruption.


e) 
Identify the effects of police corruption and brutality.
2.
Review Essential Question(s). Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 

· EQ:  What role does police deviance and corruption play in the publics’ perception of the police?
3.
Identify and review the unit vocabulary. Terms may be posted on word wall.

	Term 1
	Term 2
	Term 3

	Ethics
	Integrity
	Duplicate Good

	Thermostat People
	Thermometer People
	Cooping

	Internal Affairs
	Mooching
	Perjury

	Chiseling
	Shopping
	Oversight 


4.
Interest approach:  


Ask the following questions:

Is it right for a person to steal? Shoplift? Download music they haven’t purchased?


Is it right to cheat on a homework? A test? How would you feel if right before your surgery you find out your doctor cheated their way through medical school? 

5. Assign Reading Notes for relevant chapters in the text. Reading notes were explained in ILJ_2 lesson plans.

6. Discuss the MS PowerPoint for Ethics in Law & Justice    

· Use guided notes for students to follow along with as you lecture
7. Have students read Cops Free Meals in Bad Taste from AJC as well as Integrity is King from New Man Magazine. Have the students complete the Knowledge Collector List assignment. 

8. Distribute copies of the Law Enforcement Code of Ethics. Have students compare the older version against the newer version. Have students evaluate each section. Conclude by asking do they think (a police officer's character and conduct while off duty must always be exemplary) is fair to police? Do other professions have similar expectations? 
9. Show the documentary The Rodney King Incident (1999). Then discuss:



•
Do you think this was proper use of force, improper use of force, or racially motivated assault?



•
What do you think about the federal system prosecuting the officers after they were acquitted? 



•
What do you think caused the riots? 
10. Summary

· Summarize the lesson and standards.

· Ask students what they have learned. 

•
ATTACHMENTS FOR LESSON PLANS

•
ILJ_12_Assignment Log - Agency Administration & Ethics
•
ILJ_12_Daily Outline - Ethics
•
ILJ_12_Essential Question - Ethics
•
ILJ_12_Ethics in Law & Justice
•
ILJ_12_Free Food and Cops - AJC
•
ILJ_12_Instructors Notes - Ethics
•
ILJ_12_Integrity - New Man Magazine
•
ILJ_12_Knowledge Collector List Ethics

•
ILJ_12_Law Enforcement Code of Ethics
•
ILJ_12_Student Notes - Ethics
•
ILJ_12_Unit Wall Poster - Ethics
•
NOTES & REFLECTION: 

Ethics can be really dry! I try to use this as a chance to talk about moral/ethical behavior. The students are interested in Rodney King – but remember that most of them were not born when it happened and none have any memory of it – but they have heard about it. The good part of this is that you can really have a good discussion about what really happened. If you have not read Official Negligence by Lou King – you really should. It explains how the Los Angeles news media fanned the flames and blew things out of proportion. Be sure to talk about how that LAPD had a long standing negative relationship with the minority community and that the failure to repair the community relationship majorly contributed to the riots themselves. 
Junior Achievement has a great ethics unit. If there is a Junior Achievement unit near you – they come out for free and do a 7-8 50 minute class period ethics class for you. 
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Culminating Unit Performance Task Title: 
Personal Ethics 
Culminating Unit Performance Task Description/Directions/Differentiated Instruction: 
This is a chance for students to evaluate their personal journey through adolescence from an ethical/moral perspective. It has them evaluate some of the ethical arguments from class. It also has them evaluate the choices they are making. I offer to allow a student to write “don’t read” in certain parts and I tell them I will only check the length of their paragraph. This allows them to really get personal – which is exactly what I want. I want them to merge the lip service we do to ethics/morals to their actions. I have had students write pages for this assignment. Some have asked for conferences with me so they can talk about what they are going through and how they have remorse for some choices they have made. It is a critical skill for them to acquire – being reflective about their own choices and lifestyle. 
Attachments for Culminating Performance Task: 
•
ILJ_12_Personal Ethics
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Web Resources:
•
manifoldproductions.com/RodKinInc.html
•
www.amazon.com/Official-Negligence-Rodney-Changed-Angeles/dp/0813337259
•
www.dcwatch.com/police/971215.htm
•
www.fbi.gov/publications/leb/2002/dec2002/dec02leb.htm#ethics

•
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rodney_King

•
www.jstor.org/stable/1141940 - Stoddard’s research on corruption 
Materials & Equipment: 
•
Computer
•
Projector/TV
•
VHS/DVD for media    
21st Century Technology Used: 
	x
	Slide Show Software
	
	Graphing Software
	x
	Audio File(s)

	
	Interactive Whiteboard
	
	Calculator
	
	Graphic Organizer

	
	Student Response System
	
	Desktop Publishing 
	x
	Image File(s)

	
	Web Design Software
	
	Blog
	x
	Video

	
	Animation Software
	
	Wiki
	
	Electronic Game or Puzzle Maker

	
	Email
	x
	Website
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Government & Public Safety
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