Introduction to Law & Justice

Constitutional Law Scenarios

Scenario #1

The facts of the case seem simple enough. A high school student had been caught smoking in the girl’s bathroom. That was a violation of school rules. She was brought before the assistant principal. She denied that she had been smoking and claimed that she did not smoke at all. The assistant principal asked for her purse, and found cigarettes inside. But there was also some marijuana, rolling papers, as well as a list of students who owed her money. It appeared as if she had been selling drugs. Her parents were called and in their presence she was read her Miranda warnings. After admitting to selling the drug, the girl was suspended for ten days. Her case went to juvenile court where she was sentenced to one-year probation for juvenile delinquency based on possession of marijuana with the intent to sell. 
Question: Did the school officials need a search warrant or probable cause to conduct a reasonable search of a student? Explain your answer.

Scenario #2
A boy who attended middle school decided to try out for football. He also planned on playing basketball and running track. Before anyone could participate in football they were given a sheet to take home. A parent and the student had to sign this sheet. It stated that both the student and the parent consented to the random drug tests the school gave. The boy and his parents did not believe in the drug tests and didn't want their son to be tested.  They soon scheduled a meeting with the principal of the school. The parents told the principal that they objected to the consent form and weren't going to sign it. The school did not have any reason to believe that the boy used drugs. The principal told the family that he could not participate in sports if the sheet was not signed. 
Question: Can school officials require students to agree to drug testing to participate in school extra-curricular activities? Explain your answer.

Scenario #3
Officers are trying to find a convict who escaped from a nearby jail. Going door-to-door in the neighborhood surrounding the jail, he asks permission to enter each house and search it.  Smith allows officers to enter his house. Once in the house, the officer sees a pipe used for smoking marijuana and marijuana residue on a counter in the kitchen.  Sticking out of the drawer underneath the pipe is the corner of a zip lock bag.  The officer opens the drawer and finds a large bag of marijuana, several small bags of marijuana, and a handgun.  Smith is arrested for a number of drugs and weapons charges.
Question: Did the police officer lawfully open the drawer leading to the discovery of the drugs?

Scenario #4
Using a valid arrest warrant, police go to arrest a woman for running a drug ring out of her house. Believing that her boss, one of the biggest drug dealers in the country, may be hiding inside the house, they conduct a sweep of the house looking for anyone hiding in the house.  They discover him in the closet in an upstairs room. 
Question: Was the police’s sweep/search of the house legal?
Scenario #5
While chaperoning a high-school football game, police in Mississippi see a gun on the front seat of a parked car. Opening the car door, they discover not only the gun but also bullets and a knife. 
Question: Was this search legal?

Scenario #6
Jones was a 44-year-old man who was standing on the sidewalk in Chicago’s West Side (a high crime area). He saw some police officers, and even though he wasn’t doing anything wrong, he started running away. The police officers saw Jones running and chased him. When they caught him, they patted him down and found a handgun. Police stated that the fact that Jones was running in a high crime area gave them “reasonable/articulable suspicion” that he may have been doing something illegal.
Question: Was the police search of Jones legal?

Scenario #7
Harper is legally arrested for shoplifting.  In the patrol car on the way to the station the officer asks Harper if he is “having a bad day?”  Harper begins crying and confesses to the shoplifting, hiring prostitutes, and then to stealing money from his job.  He happens to be a city council member and has been stealing money from the city.  His confession in the patrol car is being recorded without his knowledge.  He is charged with a number of crimes including stealing from the city.

Question A: Does the conversation in the patrol car between the officer and Harper violate the Miranda rules?

Question B: Were the police required to notify Harper that his conversation was being recorded? 
Scenario #8

Sands is arrested for a warrant for murder.  When he is brought to the station a detective reads him his Miranda Rights.  The detective begins asking Sands questions.  Sands is answering the questions but then asks, “Do I need an attorney?”  The detective tells him, “That is your decision.”  The detective then begins asking more questions.  Sands then confesses to the murder. 
Question: Did the detective violate Sands rights? 

Do not write on this sheet.  Use a separate piece of paper to answer these questions. 


