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Evaluating Case Scenarios


Over the course of this program students will evaluate legal scenarios to identify legal issues and determine their legality.  Even the best attorneys will tell you that predicting a court decision is an educated guess at best.  There is a process that will increase your success at doing so.  When evaluating a case you should look at several things before making a decision.  I usually allow 15 minutes per scenario for individual work and about 10 minutes per scenario for group work.  
1. Read the scenario and underline the key elements.  Then re-read the scenario and check that you understand the storyline.  Define any words you don’t know.
2. Make a list of the actions that the police/government/Congress took.

3. Match those actions with any relevant legal, constitutional, and/or due process requirements.  For example, if the scenario was about the seizing (taking) of a gun by a police officer you would list the 2nd Amendment and 4th Amendment as both pertain to the situation.  It is better to list everything you can think of even if you are not sure if it will be correct. 

4. Research cases similar to the one you are analyzing as well as information related to the legal issues.  Look in your textbook for information.  If you are looking at an arrest, review the arrest information in the text – check the index.  If you come across a case that relates to these legal issues – also look into that case in detail.  You may also want to look at textbooks from other years such as the Criminal Procedure textbook.  Be sure to replace all materials.  Take notes on what you read and pay attention to the details that are similar to the scenario you are studying.  The legal decisions the judges wrote are the most valuable information you can find.  

5. It is sometimes useful to look on the internet.  Be aware that just typing something into Google will probably not give you the answer on the first link matched to your search.  You will need to look over several sites.  The best choices are sites that end in .edu or .gov but there are other good sites that end in .com.  Be sure to evaluate who owns the site.  The Communist Party website might not be a great choice.  Look for bias.  Limit yourself to about ten minutes on the web for a single scenario.  Don’t overly rely on the web as it is not always the best source.  However, if you find a useful website – cut and paste the link to an email that you send to yourself so you can have that link in the future for use.

6. Now – return and re-read your scenario.  As you read, think about how the case is similar to the cases or information you found in your research.  

7. Make a list of reasons why the question you are asked could be “yes” and then list why the answer could be “no.”  Read the list you have made and then make a decision.
8. Now you prepare your answer.  First, you will answer the question with a “yes” or “no.”  Then look at your list of reasons you made in Step 7 and summarize your decision.  Be sure to use the proper legal terms when possible.   Re-read your answer and make sure it makes sense. 

9. Finally, read the scenario one more time and make sure your answer addresses the issues and is still your best choice. 

10. Go on to the next scenario.  If time allows, you can revisit the cases you wanted to research more.

