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Basic Constitutional Law 

Mark your answers from the Multiple Choice sections below.  

Strike through correct answer (do not circle):      Ex.
 1.   A      B      C      D      E      F 


1.   A      B      C      D      E      F






26. A      B      C      D      E      F
2.   A      B      C      D      E      F






27. A      B      C      D      E      F

3.   A      B      C      D      E      F






28. A      B      C      D      E      F

4.   A      B      C      D      E      F






29. A      B      C      D      E      F

5.   A      B      C      D      E      F






30. A      B      C      D      E      F

6.   A      B      C      D      E      F






31. A      B      C      D      E      F

7.   A      B      C      D      E      F






32. A      B      C      D      E      F

8.   A      B      C      D      E      F






33. A      B      C      D      E      F

9.   A      B      C      D      E      F 






34. A      B      C      D      E      F


10. A      B      C      D      E      F






35. A      B      C      D      E      F

11. A      B      C      D      E      F






36. A      B      C      D      E      F

12. A      B      C      D      E      F






37. A      B      C      D      E      F

13. A      B      C      D      E      F






38. A      B      C      D      E      F

14. A      B      C      D      E      F






39. A      B      C      D      E      F

15. A      B      C      D      E      F






40. A      B      C      D      E      F

16. A      B      C      D      E      F






41. A      B      C      D      E      F

17. A      B      C      D      E      F






42. A      B      C      D      E      F

18. A      B      C      D      E      F






43. A      B      C      D      E      F

19. A      B      C      D      E      F






44. A      B      C      D      E      F

20. A      B      C      D      E      F






45. A      B      C      D      E      F

21. A      B      C      D      E      F






46. A      B      C      D      E      F

22. A      B      C      D      E      F






47. A      B      C      D      E      F
23. A      B      C      D      E      F






48. A      B      C      D      E      F

24. A      B      C      D      E      F






49. A      B      C      D      E      F

25. A      B      C      D      E      F






50. A      B      C      D      E      F

51.   A      B      C      D      E      F


52.   A      B      C      D      E      F



53.   A      B      C      D      E      F




54.   A      B      C      D      E      F


55.   A      B      C      D      E      F


2. What are the stages of a criminal trial?  Name the main four parts and describe which side (prosecution or defense) goes first.  (12 parts for 12 points total)
Opening statements - pros

Prosecution Case - pros

Defense Case - def

Closing Arguments – pros has choice

3. Who benefits from plea bargaining (four people)?  What is their motivation to participate in a plea bargain (one reason for each)?  Who does not benefit, but may actually be penalized, from the plea process (two groups)?  (10 answers for 10 total points)

Judge – opens calendar

Prosecutor – win %

Defense – saves time/avoids expensive trial

Defendant – less time, better record

Penalized – innocent, 3rd timers facing mandatory sentencing (3 strikes)

4. Diagram with labels or describe the Funneling Effect on the criminal justice system?  Why might we call it the Sifting Effect instead? (5 numbers, diagram, plus sifting explanation for 14 points total)


· 1000 FELONIES COMMITTED

· 500 REPORTED TO THE POLICE

· 100 ARRESTED

· 50 CONVICTED

· 30 INCARCERATED

Sifting - because people fall out of it

· Prosecutors are not supposed to charge suspects with more criminal charges or for more serious crimes than can be reasonably supported by the evidence.


· Prosecutors are not supposed to prosecute simply because an aroused public demands it.


· Prosecutors are not supposed to be influenced by the personal or political advantages or disadvantages that might be involved in prosecuting or not prosecuting a case.


· Prosecutors are not supposed to be swayed by their desire to enhance their records of successful convictions.


· Prosecutors choose not to charge or prosecute if they believe that an offense did not cause sufficient harm.


· In today's legal climate of increasingly harsh sentencing laws, a prosecutor may feel that the statutory punishment for a crime is too severe for a particular offender (for example, a first-time offender) or for a particular offense.


· Another reason for not prosecuting, even when the three ideal conditions are met, is an improper motive on the part of a complainant.


· Prosecutors sometimes choose not to prosecute a case because the public has violated the particular law with impunity for a long time with few complaints.


· Prosecutors often choose not to prosecute a case even when, ideally, prosecution is required, because a victim may refuse to testify.


· Another reason for not prosecuting is humanitarian concerns for the welfare of the victim or the offender.


· Prosecutors sometimes do not prosecute a case otherwise worthy of prosecution because the accused person cooperates in the apprehension or conviction of other criminal offenders.


· Prosecutors sometimes choose not to prosecute is that the accused is wanted for prosecution of a more serious crime in another jurisdiction.


· If an offender is on parole when he or she commits a new crime, prosecutors may not prosecute the new crime because they consider it more cost-effective to simply have the parole revoked and send the offender back to prison.








Diagram








