ILJ: Basic Constitutional Law

Multiple Choice: Write your answers on the answer sheet provided.  Allow for twenty-five minutes.  (1 points each for 40 points total)
1. Which of the following would REQUIRE probable cause to be a legal search:

A.  A search of a student by an administrator in a public school

B.  A security search at an airport

C.  A pat down of a suspect to check for weapons

D.  When the driver/owner of a car allows a search of their vehicle

E.  The search of a suspicious house

2. Which of the following would REQUIRE a search warrant for the evidence to be useable in court:

A. Drugs found during a search pursuant to a lawful arrest for DUI

B. Drugs clearly seen from outside the vehicle as the officer approached the vehicle

C. Drugs found after chasing an armed suspect into a house on a table in the room where the suspect was stopped

D. Drugs found under a bed in an upstairs bedroom of a suspicious house 

E. Drugs found in a house where a fire had occurred by an officer checking to see if anyone was inside

3. Which of the following is false about Grand Juries:

A. They are used in Georgia

B. They can choose not to prosecute someone

C. They are used in every state

D. They are usually 23 people

E. They choose which cases will be prosecuted

4. The Miranda v. Arizona decision requires investigators to advise suspects of their rights 
when:

A. The suspect is being asked questions

B. The suspect is arrested

C. The suspect is held in custody

D. There is custody and questioning

E. The person becomes a suspect

5. In the fifth amendment, the due process clause provides for which of the following:

A. Speedy trial

B. Innocent until proven guilty

C. Right to cable TV

D. Prisoner access to medical care

E. Articulable suspicion

6. What amendment is the origin of state's policing powers?

A. 1st 

B. 3rd 

C. 10th 

D. 5th 

E. 25th 

7. When legally found evidence is not allowed to be used in court because the source of that 
evidence was NOT legal it is called: 

A. Expulsary right

B. Tainted fruit

C. Self-incrimination

D. Due process

E. Double jeopardy

8. What did Georgia do prior to Gregg vs. Georgia that overturned Furman vs. Georgia?

A. Made officers read Miranda Cards

B. Regulated warrants

C. Made all capital trials two phased: one for guilt and one for sentencing

D. Regulated the jails to provide medical care for all prisoners including dental work

E. Banned consent searches on most vehicle searches

9. Officers do NOT have to knock and announce if there is/are:

A. Exigent circumstances

B. Bad weather

C. Multiple warrants

D. Multiple suspects

E. Fritos and bean dip

10. The first priority in any traffic stop or any other operation is:

A. Evidence seizure

B. The constitutional rights 

C. Officer safety

D. Where the nearest doughnut shop is located

E. Proper procedure

11. “Terry Frisk” refers to a search based on:

A. Probable cause where a suspect’s house is searched

B. Reasonable suspicion where a suspects outer clothing is patted down to check for weapons

C. Reasonable suspicion when a person being arrested is extensively searched

D. Articulable suspicion where an officer searches a car for drugs

E. New dance moves invented by a guy named Terry

12. The exclusionary rule refers to:

A. Judicial review of laws

B. The practice of executing whites to balance the number of blacks executed

C. Evidence that is not usable in court because it was seized unconstitutionally

D. Rudolph not being allowed to play reindeer games

E. Statements made by persons not in custody

13.
The principle of using precedents to guide future decisions in court cases is called:

A.
stare decisis.

B.
ex post facto.

C.
eyre.

D.
common law.

14.
Most of the procedural, or due process rights, given to criminal suspects or defendants in 
the United States are found in:

A.
common law.

B.
the Bill of Rights.

C.
the First Amendment to the Constitution.

D.
Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure.

15.
Which of the following is more than a gut feeling because it includes the ability to 
articulate (speak out) reasons for the suspicion?

A.
probable cause

B.
reasonable suspicion

C.
preponderance of evidence

D.
mere suspicion

16.
What is the most important contributing factor to wrongful convictions?

A.
inadequate legal representation

B.
eyewitness misidentification

C.
guilty pleas made voluntarily by innocent defendants

D.
judicial errors, bias, or neglect of duty

17.
The authors of a study on wrongful convictions conservatively estimated that 
approximately ____ of all felony convictions are in error.

A.
5 percent

B.
8 percent

C.
0.5 percent

D.
2.5 percent
18.  Which of the following federal courts hold jury trials?


a.
appeals courts


b.
magistrate courts


c.
circuit courts


d.
superior courts


e.
all of the above

19.  How many U.S. District Court circuits are there today?


a.
 0


b.
 4, and D.C.


c.
11, and D.C.


d.
20, and D.C.


e.
95, and D.C.

20.  How many justices sit on the U.S. Supreme Court?


a.
3


b.
6


c.
9


d.
12


e.
15

21.  When does a term of the U.S. Supreme Court begin?


a.
first Monday of October


b.
the day after Labor Day


c.
September 27 (unless it falls on a Saturday or Sunday in which case it is the next 
Monday)


d.
first Monday in January


e.
none of the above

22.  Approximately what percent of all cases reaching it does the U.S. Supreme Court reject each year as unworthy of review


a.
3


b.
25


c.
49


d.
75


e.
98

23.  What standard of proof is necessary at preliminary hearings to keep a person charged with a crime?


a.
reasonable suspicion


b.
probable cause


c.
preponderance of evidence


d.
beyond a reasonable doubt


e.
none of the above

24.  Which of the following is the correct order?


a.
Municipal, Magistrate, Superior, Appeals


b.
Appeals, Supreme, Magistrate, Municipal

c.
Municipal, Superior, Appeals, Supreme


d.
Magistrate, Supreme, Circuit, Superior


e.
none of the above

25.  Who is considered the most powerful figure in the administration of justice?


a.
the prosecutor


b.
the defense attorney


c.
the judge


d.
the bailiff


e.
none of the above

26.  What is the most frequent reason given by prosecutors for not prosecuting cases?


a.
insufficient evidence


b.
the offense did not cause sufficient harm


c.
victim's refusal to testify


d.
humanitarian considerations concerning the welfare of the victim or the offender


e.
none of the above

27.  In Georgia jurors are pooled from:


a.
from the list of people who volunteer to serve


b.
drivers lists


c.
power bill mailing lists


d.
member lists of the "Man, am I Stupid Club"


e.
voter registration lists

28.  What is the traditional number of jurors in a criminal trial?


a.
 6


b.
12


c.
15


d.
18


e.
24

29.  Which of the following is a responsibility of judges?


a.
determining probable cause


b.
signing warrants


c.
informing suspects of their rights


d.
setting and revoking bail


e.
all of the above

30.
The ____ is a community's chief law enforcement official and is responsible primarily for the protection of society.


a.
prosecutor


b.
public defender


c.
judge


d.
sheriff

31.
The ____ mandate(s) that a prosecutor provide defense counsel with any exculpatory evidence in the prosecutor's possession.


a.
writ of habeas corpus

b.
plea bargaining process


c.
rules of discovery


d.
insanity defense

32.
The role of defense lawyers is to:


a.
mislead the court by providing false information.


b.
decide their clients' guilt or innocence.


c.
mislead the court by using perjured testimony (false testimony under oath).


d.
provide the best possible legal counsel and advocacy within the legal and 
ethical limits of the profession.

33.
The Supreme Court has ruled that anyone arrested without a warrant may be held no longer than ____ before a judge decides whether the arrest was justified.


a.
72 hours


b.
96 hours


c.
24 hours


d.
48 hours

34.
Which of the following is usually a monetary guarantee deposited with the court that is supposed to ensure that the suspect or defendant will appear at a later stage in the criminal justice process?


a.
Bail


b.
Parole


c.
Plea bargaining


d.
Nolle prosequi
35.
When defendants plead nolo contendre, they:


a.
do not admit guilt and are not willing to accept punishment.


b.
do not admit guilt but are willing to accept punishment.


c.
admit guilt and are willing to accept punishment.


d.
admit guilt but are not willing to accept punishment.

36.
In 2000, what was the average felony case conviction rate for prosecutors' offices in the United States?


a.
20


b.
50


c.
70


d.
90

37.
What standard of proof is necessary to find a defendant guilty as charged?


a.
probable cause


b.
preponderance of the evidence


c.
clear and convincing evidence


d.
beyond a reasonable doubt

38.
Which of the following is a possible outcome in state court criminal trials that end in hung juries?


a.
dismissal


b.
guilty plea


c.
another jury trial


d.
all of the above

39.
Which of the following is simply a release secured by a suspect's written promise to appear in court?


a.
Conditional release


b.
Release on own recognizance


c.
Bail


d.
A bench warrant

40.
When prosecutors elect not to prosecute, they enter a:


a.
writ of certiorari.

b.
writ of habeas corpus.

c.
trial de novo.

d.
notation of nolle prosequi.

Matching (1 point each – 15 points total).  Write your answers on the sheet provided.  Allow for ten minutes. 

A.  Right



D.  Judicial Review

B.  Probable Cause


E.  Double Jeopardy

C.  Self-incrimination


F.  Due Process

41. Being tried twice for the same crime 

42. Falling between articulable suspicion and certainty, it is required by the constitution in most searches & seizures 

43. Testifying against yourself 

44. A power or privilege that a person has a just claim to, that belongs to a person by law 

45. A power of the court to declare a law unconstitutional and make the law void 


A.  2nd Amendment


D.  3rd Amendment

B.  4th Amendment


E.  5th Amendment

C.  6th Amendment


F.  8th Amendment

Evaluate the following scenarios and determine which amendment above would provide protection in such situations:

46. The city of Atlanta requires all gun owners register their guns 

47. Prisoners are required to pay for all medical treatment 
48. An man arrested is jailed for two years before he has a trial
49. A police officer searches your car because he thinks most teens are "up to no good" after 11:00 P.M.
50. A detective tells a suspect if he does not confess that, "bad things will happen."
A.  Terry v. Ohio


D.  Mapp v. Ohio

B.  Gideon v. Wainwright

E.  Escobedo v. Illinois

C.  Furman v. Georgia


F.  Estelle v. Gamble

Match the case to the Supreme Court ruling:

51. “Deliberate indifference to serious medical needs of prisoners” is a violation of the 8th amendment
52. Searches without probable cause are constitutional in certain circumstances such as officer safety
53. Poor suspects have a right to representation in all felony cases
54. Capital punishment was “freakishly” imposed and therefore unconstitutional
55. Evidence found unlawfully may not be used in court

Short Answer/Essay: 45 total points.  Allow 10 minutes. 
1. Prosecutors sometimes choose not to charge or prosecute criminal cases for several reasons. Evaluate each of these and name nine of the best reasons.  (9 reasons for a total of 8 points)
2. What are the stages of a criminal trial?  Name the main four parts and describe which side (prosecution or defense) goes first.  (12 parts for 12 points total)
3. Who benefits from plea bargaining (four people)?  What is their motivation to participate in a plea bargain (one reason for each)?  Who does not benefit, but may actually be penalized, from the plea process (two groups)?  (10 answers for 10 total points)

4. Diagram with labels or describe the Funneling Effect on the criminal justice system?  Why might we call it the Sifting Effect instead? (5 numbers, diagram, plus sifting explanation for 14 points total)
Do NOT write on this test – Use your answer sheet!
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