Police Reports
Essential Question: How do police remember the details of all their cases?


What is wrong?

· Police patrol operations getting better but we are worse about writing about it!

· Reports should not be written in a second language!

· We have always done it that way – why?

Reports are: 
· Too brief or long

· Ambiguous

· Conclusionary

· Miss important facts

· Overemphasize the trivial

· Vocabulary is stilted

· Absurd word use

· Unnatural

· Awkward

· Unconvincing
What are reports supposed to do?  Communicate 

What should they not do?
· Try to impress

· Try to amuse

· Confuse

· Show off vocabulary
Reports should tell you: WHO can testify to WHAT.  Not help the defense!

It is not enough to be good at the apprehension of criminals... You must be good at helping CONVICT them as well!

Our Objective is: to communicate information

Natural Speech:

· The way we talk to friends

· The way we communicate

· Simple, to the point
Artificial Speech:

· The way we talk to impress

· The way we confuse

· Complicated, indirect

What to leave out?

· Profanity

· Radio Code talk

· Slang

· Offensive language

· Unfamiliar language

· UNLESS QUOTING!
What is your TARGET audience?  The Jury

What are the best reports?

· Clear

· Correct

· Convincing 

Reports that have the following may be seen as deceitful by a jury

· Unclear

· Confusing

· 3$ words

· That must be deciphered may be considered

Your Language Arts teacher was wrong when it comes to Police Reports:
You must use I and Me

Objectivity is not our goal.  Subjectivity is OK!

Our objective is to Communicate Information

Don’t use language like: 

· Assigned officer

· Report preparer

· Responding officer

· USE I AND ME!

Increase your credibility: Write readable and straightforward accounts

Label Suggestions: 

·   Don’t substitute labels for names

· Victim #2

· Don’t add labels to names

· Subject Evans

· NEVER use “subject”

· You may use “suspect”

WHO BEFORE WHAT in ALL statements!

Use sketches to help with memory 

Reports made easy – it is a formula

· Everything is based on fill in the blank.  In truth, every report is the same, with exception to the names, dates, places and times.  You just need to learn the format.

·  On 021505 at about 0730 hours, I, Officer. B. Thornton was dispatched to 7601 Schomburg Road regarding a possible burglary.  Upon arrival, I was met by Dr. James Arnold, principal, who explained that the entrance doors to the office had been forced open, causing damage to each door and the lock.  Dr. Arnold also explained that the front office had been ransacked.  I requested the assistance of detectives and identification technicians.  This case will be forwarded to the Burglary/Theft Unit of the Detective Division.  Case remains under investigation.  

·  Start with that and fill in the blanks with date, time, location, witness and example of the incident.  All reports start with the date, time, who, where and what he/she did.   Also, each supplementary report only deals with one particular aspect of the investigation, whether it is an interview of a witness, collection of evidence at the scene, etc.   
Bad Wording: 

Stated officer approached subject.  He stated that he was meeting a man and that he was bringing a gun.  

Reporting officer ascertained that the subject was affirmative for signal 24.

This officer responded to a call with a man who had a problem with his neighbor. 

Funny police reports:
Narrative: on 07/08/07, at approximately 0326 hours, I was traveling northbound in the 6100 block of n. College ave. in my fully marked impd police vehicle and in full uniform. I had my windows rolled down. I heard a male voice calling for a pig, he was saying "suey! Piggy! Piggy!" I looked over and observed three white males and a white female walking southbound on the east side of n. College ave. 

One of the white males wearing blue jeans and a light colored buttoned up shirt looked directly at me with red glassy bloodshot eyes and said, "suey piggy, piggy." i was concerned that the man had lost his pig and that it might have been roaming around in the broad ripple area so i decided to stop and assist him, because i know how devastating a loss of pet can be. I identified the white male subject from an Indiana driver's license as James Adam McGrath, dob. 1/22/82. While i was speaking with Mr. McGrath about his possible lost pig, i smelled a strong odor commonly associated with alcoholic beverages on his breath and person. His speech was also slightly slurred.

I placed Mr. McGrath under arrest for public intoxication and he was transported to the apc by a Marion county jail wagon. I searched the entire broad ripple area and unfortunately was not able to locate any lost pigs. All of the above occurred in Marion County, Indianapolis, Indiana.
Robbery is never funny, except when it's described by Toledo police officers with a peculiar sense of humor. Early this morning, Scott Gibson, 44, was returning from the grocery store with a gallon of milk when, as he told cops, he was surrounded by "5 fat black girls" in the parking lot of a Kentucky Fried Chicken. As described by officers Patrick Sutherland and Kristi Eycke in the below Toledo Police Department incident report, one of the "hefty felons" asked Gibson to surrender his milk. Believing that he was being pranked, Gibson just laughed at the request. But, as cops reported, he realized it was no joke when the "rotund robbers" began "pelting him with a flurry of chubby fists." After the assailants tore the milk from his hands, they relieved Gibson of his Motorola cell phone. He was unable to provide a detailed description of the attackers, except to estimate that the women were in their twenties.
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