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PATHWAY:  
Law and Justice
COURSE:  

Introduction to Law and Justice
UNIT 5: 

Use of Force
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Annotation: 
Students will demonstrate an understanding of the continuum of force and how it applies to situations. Students will identify firearms, less-than-lethal weapons and self-defense methods used by peace officers.  They will demonstrate understanding of precautions which should be taken when using force.


Grade(s):  

	X
	9th

	X
	10th

	X
	11th

	X
	12th


Time:  
Ten 50 minute periods
Author: 
Dr. Thomas Washburn
Students with Disabilities:

For students with disabilities, the instructor should refer to the student's IEP to be sure that the accommodations specified are being provided. Instructors should also familiarize themselves with the provisions of Behavior Intervention Plans that may be part of a student's IEP. Frequent consultation with a student's special education instructor will be beneficial in providing appropriate differentiation.
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GPS Focus Standards: 
PS-ILJ-7
 Students will investigate how force is used by law and justice professionals. 



a) 
Discuss appropriate use of force in self-defense situations. 




b) 
Explain proper use of pain as a motivator to compliance. 




c) 
Discuss the fundamentals of self-defense. 




d) 
Explain skills in the lower and intermediate levels of force use. 




e) 
Identify less-than-lethal force options. 




f)
Explain various locks, holds, and bars. 




g) 
Apply the use of force continuum to given scenarios. 

GPS Academic Standards:
SAP1 
Students will analyze anatomical structures in relationship to their physiological functions. 

SAP2 
Students will analyze the interdependence of the integumentary, skeletal, and muscular systems as these relate to the protection, support and movement of the human body. 
SAP3 
Students will assess the integration and coordination of body functions and their dependence on the endocrine and nervous systems to regulate physiological activities. 

SAP4 
Students will analyze the physical, chemical, and biological properties of process systems as these relate to transportation, absorption and excretion, including the cardiovascular, respiratory, digestive, excretory and immune systems. 

ELA12LSV1 
The student participates in student-to-teacher, student-to-student, and group verbal interactions.

National / Local Standards / Industry / ISTE:
Law, Public Safety, and Security Career Cluster Display integrity and demonstrate a commitment to ethical behavior in the performance of the duties of law enforcement 

Law, Public Safety, and Security Career Cluster Select appropriate times to use deadly force.

Law, Public Safety, and Security Career Cluster Understand the Use of Force Continuum.
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Enduring Understandings: 
•
To protect themselves peace officers may use a reasonable level force including deadly force.
Essential Questions: 
•
How are police allowed to protect themselves?
Knowledge from this Unit:  
Students will:


•
Diagram and explain the use of force continuum and use of force models.

•
Identify weapons and strikes associated with each level of force.

•
Evaluate the legality and ethical issues in use of force situations.

•
Explain how the use of force has changed.

•
Identify lab rules and procedures. 


•
Identify red, yellow, and green zones of the body.

Skills from this Unit:  
Students will:


•
Demonstrate basic locks, holds and bars commonly used.

•
Determine the appropriate level of force in a given situation. 


•
Demonstrate proper stance and positioning. 
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Assessment Method Type: 
	
	Pre-test

	X
	Objective assessment - multiple-choice, true- false, etc.

	
	_x_ Quizzes/Tests

_x_ Unit test

	
	Group project

	
	Individual project

	
	Self-assessment - May include practice quizzes, games, simulations, checklists, etc.

	
	__ Self-check rubrics   

__ Self-check during writing/planning process

__ Journal reflections on concepts, personal experiences and impact on one’s life

__ Reflect on evaluations of work from teachers, business partners, and competition judges

__ Academic prompts

__ Practice quizzes/tests

	X
	Subjective assessment/Informal observations

	
	__ Essay tests

__ Observe students working with partners

__ Observe students role playing

	
	Peer-assessment  

	
	__ Peer editing & commentary of products/projects/presentations using rubrics

__ Peer editing and/or critiquing

	
	Dialogue and Discussion

	
	__ Student/teacher conferences
__ Partner and small group discussions

__ Whole group discussions
__ Interaction with/feedback from community members/speakers and business partners

	X
	Constructed Responses

	
	__ Chart good reading/writing/listening/speaking habits

_x_ Application of skills to real-life situations/scenarios

	
	Post-test


Assessment Attachments and / or Directions: 
•
I use shoot/don’t shoot scenarios in class as a part of lab that can be used as an assessment for lab

•
Quiz questions can be embedded in the MS PowerPoint: this can be used with an SRS system  

•
Unit test for Use of Force: Files included are the keys, reviews, answer sheet and test. The answer sheet is designed to allow the instructor to cut out the correct answers and lay the key over the student submitted sheet. Then using a highlighter the instructor can identify wrong answers. It allows for speedy grading and provides the student with the correct answer on questions they got wrong.  
· ILJ-2_Test Use of Force

· ILJ-2_ Test Use of Force – Answer Sheet

· ILJ-2_ Test Use of Force – Answer Sheet Key

· ILJ-2_ Test Use of Force – Key 

· ILJ-2_ Test Use of Force – Review 
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•
LESSON 1:  USE OF FORCE

1.
Identify the standards. Standards should be posted in the classroom.
PS-ILJ-7
 Students will investigate how force is used by law and justice professionals. 



a) 
Discuss appropriate use of force in self-defense situations. 




b) 
Explain proper use of pain as a motivator to compliance. 




c) 
Discuss the fundamentals of self-defense. 




d) 
Explain skills in the lower and intermediate levels of force use. 




e) 
Identify less-than-lethal force options. 




f)
Explain various locks, holds, and bars. 




g) 
Apply the use of force continuum to given scenarios. 

2.
Review Essential Question(s). Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 


•
How are police allowed to protect themselves?
3.
Identify and review the unit vocabulary. Terms may be posted on word wall.

	Articulate
	Self-Defense
	Less Than Lethal

	Jeopardy
	Reasonable
	Use of Force Continuum 

	Intermediate Force
	Chemical Spray
	Impact Weapon

	Verbal Judo
	Deadly Force
	Gauge 


4.
Interest approach 

Read this scenario to the class: It is night time and you are on duty with a violent crime suppression unit. You get a BOLO of a rapist fleeing a scene. A few minutes later your unit spots a man exactly matching the BOLO. You and your partners exit your vehicle and run up to investigate the man. You are shouting “get your hands up” as he steps up into the darkened porch of an apartment building. He puts his hands in his pockets. You yell “get your hands up!” He turns around suddenly, toward you and he is pulling something out of his pocket. Your partner yells “gun!” You hear gunshots. You see the flash of a firearm going off somewhere but you are not sure where. What do you do? Discuss replies. 


•
Then show the students some pictures of the protests from the Amadou Diallo shooting.


•
Describe what happened to the officers after the shooting.   

•
Ask them – even though they probably were justified in shooting – do you think it would still bother you that you shot an unarmed and innocent man? 


•
Use this to transition to the unit notes.    
5. Lecture from MS PowerPoint for Use of Force 

a. Use guided notes for students to follow along.
b. When explaining the federal use of force model you may wish to use the Use of Force video from NTIS. This video does a good job explaining the Federal Law Enforcement Training Center use of force model. 

c. Throughout this PowerPoint I have a number of media clips. You will need to download your own clips and link them. I will explain this in more detail in the resources section below. The links in my slide show will not work for you. 

6. Show American Justice: Deadly Force (From NTIS)
a. Distribute video worksheet.
b. After showing video you may wish to explain that some of the material was a little “anti” FBI. You may also want to point out that the ATF initiated both Ruby Ridge and Waco, but that the HRT was sent in to resolve the issue. 
7. Have lab with the MS PowerPoint Use of Force Lab Notes 
a. Use guided notes for students to follow along.
b. Since this is the first “real” lab of the year – I spend some time reviewing lab protocol and rules. If you spend some time here and strictly enforce your lab rules – you will save some headache down the road – particularly in the LCRP course. 
c. If you have to “flip” your room over from a lecture room to lab room I have time trial “Olympics.” I first show them how to break down the room without breaking anything. Then I show them the classroom set up for lab – where mats go, etc. Then I show them how to return the room to its regular set up. Then we do it again but this time with a stop watch. You need to watch them to make sure they are not being reckless – but I found that timing this every day we have lab gets everyone in gear to set the room up. I post the best time on the board. They get time penalties for recklessness or knocking something over. 
d. The PowerPoint is pretty solid but you may wish to get some supplementary materials. The ALERT Line Office Training video series has some great basic skills titles on takedowns and such. I used these the first few years to help me get more confident in teaching the basics. MDTS has a good guide online that has some of the basic information as well. If you have limited experience in these training areas, you might try to work with a local martial arts instructor. If you have a great relationship with the police department a trainer might come out for you (but most trainers are reluctant to do so – unless you have built a great relationship with them). 

e. Let the kids practice slow and then work up their speed. I emphasize that these are BASIS skills that are used to lead to handcuffing. You will always have that kid say “but I could punch you in the nose.” I put back on the Use of Force Continuum slide and show them that this is the least of all hands-on techniques and then explain that in a situation where you were being punched you’d escalate to baton/spray/etc. If they ask a second time – “stupidity should be painful” – I demonstrate how punching a cop is not a great idea (I don’t hurt them but I show how wristlock or similar can be quite painful). Some kids learn more from being the demonstration than anything else. 

f. Emphasize in the wrist locks that this is a great technique for girls to get away from aggressive guys. 

8. Shoot/Don’t Shoot lab
a. There used to be a number of training videos. Deadly Force Decisions from Calibre Press was one from the 1980’s but was still solid. There was also a series from Wallin Video called Project Decision Quest from the 1990’s that was really well made. There are also a variety of shoot/don’t shoot simulators. I liked using the basic videos for the first year class and using the simulators in upper level classes. If you’d like to get a copy of the Wallin Video contact me and I’ll see if I can track one down for you. You could always role play scenarios using student actors. 
b. I use cast aluminum training weapons that match the weight of real weapons. Blue guns work well but don’t simulate the weight. I like to use scenarios where they have to be in “low-ready” for a long time. I have heard that some schools won’t allow programs to have training weapons – in that case they can use their fingers.
c. Regardless of what you use, have student’s complete scenarios where they have to determine what level of force to use. Spend some time debriefing after each scenario. 

9. Guest speaker ideas

a. Training officer with a portable shoot/don’t shoot simulator

b. Local technical college professor that has a shoot/don’t shoot simulator 

c. An officer that has been involved in a deadly force incident 
10. 
Summary



a. 
Summarize the lesson on use of force by identifying some key points.



b. 
Ask the students key questions to determine their understanding of the concepts.




Examples:




1.  What is lethal force?




2.  What is less-than-lethal force?




3.  What are some examples of less-than-lethal force?




4.  What is the proper method of application of your favorite lock, hold, or bar?



5.  What is an example of a situation in which the use of pain as a motivator would be advisable?




6.  Under what circumstances may deadly force be used?
•
ATTACHMENTS FOR LESSON PLANS

•
ILJ-5_ALERT Lab Notes
•
ILJ-5_Daily Outline – Use of Force
•
ILJ-5_Deadly Force Media Worksheet
•
ILJ-5_Essential Question – Use of Force
•
ILJ-5_Unit Wall Poster Use of Force
•
ILJ-5_Use of Force
•
ILJ-5_Use of Force Guided Notes
•
ILJ-5_Use of Force Instructors Notes 
•
ILJ-5_Use of Force Lab Notes
•
ILJ-5_Use of Force Lab Notes Guided Notes
•
ILJ-5_Use of Force Lab Notes Instructors Notes 
•
ILJ-5_Word Wall - Use of Force
•
NOTES & REFLECTION: 

This is one of the most exciting units so far for our students. It is their first real lab. This unit is the last for me in the fall semester and really gets my students motivated to sign up for upper level courses – with registration starting after break. It is a fun unit, but it is important to set up solid expectations for labs as this lab will set precedent for all your labs for the entire three year program. 

Use of force is a controversial topic on a number of levels. You might face some bureaucratic interference with this unit. With diligence, patience, and solid articulation you can overcome most resistance. 
Note on videos – I get most of my material from YouTube. If you go into the PowerPoint and click on the link on the slide for the media – it will come up missing. You should be able to “edit” hyperlink and see what the link is called – which is also the title of the clip I took from YouTube. Simply search that title in YouTube and you should find the clip I use. RealPlayer has a feature that once you download it – every time you put your cursor over a video you can “download this clip.” You can then export from the RealPlayer library as a Windows Media Player file which will work in the PowerPoint. Sometimes my Windows Media won’t run directly from the PowerPoint so I’ll simply stop the PowerPoint, play the clip from Windows Media, and then return to the PowerPoint. 
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Culminating Unit Performance Task Title: 
Shoot/Don’t Shoot Scenario 
Culminating Unit Performance Task Description/Directions/Differentiated Instruction: 
I try to find a good video clip that is very clear as to whether they should or should not use deadly force. I show three such clips as the “test” for this unit. The students must tell me why they did or did not shoot. They must also tell me what the officer in the clip could have done to de-escalate the situation or reduced the likelihood of needing to use force – if possible. 
Attachments for Culminating Performance Task: 
Refer to the last section of the Unit Assessment 
[image: image7.jpg]% UNIT RESOURCES





Web Resources:
•
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amadou_Diallo Diallo Case
•
http://www.ntis.gov/pdf/pr1001.pdf NTIS catalog for Use of Force video
•
http://www.alert45.com ALERT Line Officer Training materials 
•
http://www.armortrainingacademy.com/bp/mdts.asp MDTS training guides
•
http://www.policeone.com newer site offerings may provide us with more videos for class, not blocked by most filters (like youtube is) and password protected area worth looking at
•
http://www.nletc.com/course_files/06_Gun_Flyer.pdf  link to cast aluminum weapons 
•
http://youtube.com 
•
http://www.fbi.gov/publications/leb/1997/oct975.htm good FBI article 
Materials & Equipment: 
•
Shoot/Don’t Shoot media
•
American Justice: Deadly Force media

•
NTIS: Use of Force media 

•
Training weapon with no moving parts
•
Computer

•
Projector/TV
21st Century Technology Used: 
	X
	Slide Show Software
	
	Graphing Software
	X
	Audio File(s)

	
	Interactive Whiteboard
	
	Calculator
	
	Graphic Organizer

	X
	Student Response System
	
	Desktop Publishing 
	X
	Image File(s)

	
	Web Design Software
	
	Blog
	X
	Video

	X
	Animation Software
	
	Wiki
	
	Electronic Game or Puzzle Maker

	X
	Email
	X
	Website
	X 
	Computer Scenario Generator 
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