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GOVERNMENT  & PUBLIC SAFETY 





PATHWAY:  
Law and Justice
COURSE:  

Introduction to Law and Justice
UNIT 8: 

Traffic Codes and Investigations
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Annotation: 
Students will develop a basic working knowledge of various traffic codes.  Students will learn how DUI laws are enforced.  Also students will participate in a mock traffic investigation.


Grade(s):  

	X
	9th

	X
	10th

	X
	11th

	X
	12th


Time:  
Fifteen 50 minute periods
Author: 
Tom Washburn
Students with Disabilities:

For students with disabilities, the instructor should refer to the student's IEP to be sure that the accommodations specified are being provided. Instructors should also familiarize themselves with the provisions of Behavior Intervention Plans that may be part of a student's IEP. Frequent consultation with a student's special education instructor will be beneficial in providing appropriate differentiation.
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GPS Focus Standards: 
PS-ILJ-11  Students will demonstrate understanding of traffic enforcement and investigations. 

a) 
Understand the importance of effective traffic enforcement as it relates to loss of life, serious injury, and property damage. 

b) 
Discuss the functions of traffic patrol units. 

c) 
Justify the choice of traffic code applied to a given traffic incident. 

d) 
Understand the basics of crash scene investigation. 

e) 
Complete a traffic crash report. 

f) 
Write accurate and complete traffic citations. 

g) 
Discuss the difference between a citation and an arrest as it relates to traffic code enforcement. 

h) 
Assess a mock crash scene and respond accordingly. 

i) 
Formulate a plan to properly document the mock crash scene using appropriate techniques and paperwork. 

GPS Academic Standards:
MM1A1 

Students will explore and interpret the characteristics of functions, using 



graphs, tables, and simple algebraic techniques. 

MM1A3 
Students will solve simple equations. 

MM4P1 
Students will solve problems (using appropriate technology). 

MM4P2 
Students will reason and evaluate mathematical arguments. 

MM4P3 
Students will communicate mathematically. 

MM4P4 
Students will make connections among mathematical ideas and to other 



disciplines. 

SPS8 

Students will determine relationships among force, mass, and motion. 

SP3 

Students will evaluate the forms and transformations of energy.
National / Local Standards / Industry / ISTE:
Law, Public Safety, and Security Career Cluster Law Enforcement Pathway Knowledge and Skill Statements: Use field-note taking and report-writing skills to complete police incident reports.
Law, Public Safety, and Security Career Cluster Law Enforcement Pathway Knowledge and Skill Statements: Apply law enforcement procedures to driving under the influence (DUI) cases.
Law, Public Safety, and Security Career Cluster Law Enforcement Pathway Knowledge and Skill Statements: Properly investigate and document a motor vehicle accident.
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Enduring Understandings: 
•
Traffic laws regulate drivers to improve the safety of our roads
•
Impaired driving contributes to most motor vehicle fatalities 
•
Traffic accidents can be documented using basic report skills 
Essential Questions: 
•
How do traffic codes keep our roadways safe?
Knowledge from this Unit:  
Students will be able to:

•
Explain the basic traffic laws of Georgia 
•
Appraise the impact of alcohol and other substances on the ability to drive 
•
Choose which traffic code to site in a mock accident  
•
Assess the level of intoxication based upon weight, sex, and amount consumed  
Skills from this Unit:  
Students will be able to:

•
Demonstrate field sobriety tests 
•
Recommend appropriate responses to community crime issues
•
Portray an accident investigator in a mock accident  
•
Produce a complete accident report  
•
Predict the path of a vehicle in an accident given certain information from the scene   
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Assessment Method Type: 
	
	Pre-test

	x
	Objective assessment - multiple-choice, true- false, etc.

	
	_x_ Quizzes/Tests

_x_ Unit test

	
	Group project

	x
	Individual project

	x
	Self-assessment - May include practice quizzes, games, simulations, checklists, etc.

	
	_x_ Self-check rubrics   

_x_ Self-check during writing/planning process

__ Journal reflections on concepts, personal experiences and impact on one’s life

__ Reflect on evaluations of work from teachers, business partners, and competition judges

__ Academic prompts

__ Practice quizzes/tests

	x
	Subjective assessment/Informal observations

	
	__ Essay tests

__ Observe students working with partners

_x_ Observe students role playing

	
	Peer-assessment  

	
	__ Peer editing & commentary of products/projects/presentations using rubrics

__ Peer editing and/or critiquing

	x
	Dialogue and Discussion

	
	__ Student/teacher conferences
_x_ Partner and small group discussions

_x_ Whole group discussions
__ Interaction with/feedback from community members/speakers and business partners

	x
	Constructed Responses

	
	__ Chart good reading/writing/listening/speaking habits

_x_ Application of skills to real-life situations/scenarios

	
	Post-test


Assessment Attachments and / or Directions: 
•
Quiz questions embedded in MS PowerPoint: this can be used with and SRS system.
•
Unit test for Traffic: Files included are the keys, reviews, answer sheet and test. The answer sheet is designed to allow the instructor to cut out the correct answers and lay the key over the student submitted sheet. Then using a highlighter the instructor can identify wrong answers. It allows for speedy grading and provides the student with the correct answer on questions they got wrong. 

ILJ_8_Test 10 Traffic 


ILJ_8_Test 10 Traffic – Answer 


ILJ_8_Test 10 Traffic – Answer Key


ILJ_8_Test 10 Traffic – Key 


ILJ_8_Test 10 Traffic – review 
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•
LESSON 1:  TRAFFIC CODE
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1.
Identify the standards. Standards should be posted in the classroom.
PS-ILJ-11  Students will demonstrate understanding of traffic enforcement and investigations. 

a) 
Understand the importance of effective traffic enforcement as it relates to loss of life, serious injury, and property damage. 

b) 
Discuss the functions of traffic patrol units. 

c) 
Justify the choice of traffic code applied to a given traffic incident. 

d) 
Understand the basics of crash scene investigation. 

e) 
Complete a traffic crash report. 

f) 
Write accurate and complete traffic citations. 

g) 
Discuss the difference between a citation and an arrest as it relates to traffic code enforcement. 

h) 
Assess a mock crash scene and respond accordingly. 

i) 
Formulate a plan to properly document the mock crash scene using appropriate techniques and paperwork. 

2.
Review Essential Question(s). Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 

EQ:  How do traffic codes keep our roadways safe?

3.
Identify and review the unit vocabulary. Terms may be posted on word wall.

	Speed Detection Device
	Reckless Driving 
	Citation

	Drivers License 
	Delineation Device 
	BAC

	Revocation 
	Traffic Control Device 
	Gore

	Nolo Contendre 
	Emissions Control
	Nystagmus 


4.
Interest approach – Mental set


Lead a discussion with these questions:


•
Who has traveled to a foreign country? How did they drive?


•
What purpose does a ticket serve?  


•
What is the most dangerous thing a driver can do? 


•
Who is the most dangerous driver? Age, sex, etc. 
5. I use the DDS Drivers Manual for this part of the lesson. I picked up free copies at the local DDS testing site. Most of my kids have not tested yet – so they think it’s great to review for their test while also completing my coursework. The PowerPoint follows the manual a good bit, but in the process covers the curriculum thoroughly.  

6. Distribute Guided Notes and lecture using the PowerPoint. I do not have SRS questions for this unit developed yet. 
•
LESSON 2:  Traffic Investigations

1. I use Fatal Vision materials in this part of the course. I asked the PTSA to purchase them for me and I share them with the PTSA. I start this lesson off by getting a volunteer (before they see the goggles) and doing some coordination tests like catching a ball or juggling. 
a. I ask: What do you remember about alcohol and how it effects the body? 
2. Distribute Guided Notes and lecture using the PowerPoint. I do not have SRS questions for this unit developed yet. 

3. I use goggles to demonstrate many of the tests. I also use the “walk the line” and audio looping device that distorts their hearing. They are fairly effective. There are always those kids who can overcome the visual distortion so be ready for the “hotshots” but point out that you cannot overcome how alcohol impacts on the body. 
4. When I get to the lecture portion on accident investigation I distribute the Georgia Crash Manual to refer to in class. I was able to get these copied at my county print shop fairly cheap. 

5. I show the ALERT video Accident Scene Management Series II Video 3. I have students take Media Notes during the video and then allow them to use the notes as a “cheat sheet” on the quiz from the video guide and lesson plan. They turn both in for a grade (I really just grade the quizzes). 

6. When we have finished all the notes I try to schedule a traffic investigator. I usually get support from my local police. If they can bring pictures that is always a bonus. I ask them to review the Georgia Uniform Motor Vehicle Accident Report with the students.

7. Review day and game show as usual – time permitting.  The game show for this unit is a Jeopardy type game. 
•
ATTACHMENTS FOR LESSON PLANS

•
ILJ_8_Assignment Log - Traffic
•
ILJ_8_Daily Outline – Traffic 

•
ILJ_8_DRE Manuals DUI Student Manual 

•
ILJ_8_Essential Question – Traffic 

•
ILJ_8_GA Crash Manual 

•
ILJ_8_Game Show Page
•
ILJ_8_Guided Notes – Traffic
•
ILJ_8_Instructors Notes - Traffic

•
ILJ_8_Traffic
•
ILJ_8_Traffic Game Show
•
ILJ_8_Unit Wall Poster – Traffic 

•
ILJ_8_Word Wall – Traffic 

•
NOTES & REFLECTION: 

This unit is a really long one. It helps the students prepare for their drivers test and I find parents and students appreciate that benefit. The accident reports for their culminating task are outlined below in more detail. 
I have included a number of manuals to help teachers who may not have been patrol officers get through this material. This is where your relationship with your local police is so critical. My local chief allowed me to ride with a DUI unit one night to catch up on current laws and techniques. 
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Culminating Unit Performance Task Title: 
Mock Motor Vehicle Accident Lab
Culminating Unit Performance Task Description/Directions/Differentiated Instruction: 
I keep their first accident set up relatively easy. I also do not have them use the computer programs for the diagrams. This allows them to learn how to use the templates. I set up a simple scenario where the one driver backs into a parked vehicle on a public road. You can always make things more complicated in a later lab in PS-LCRP or PS-CIF. 
Attachments for Culminating Performance Task: 
•
ILJ_8_Accident Report
•
ILJ_8_Accident Report Overlay

•
ILJ_8_Lab Posters of Vehicles&Drivers
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Web Resources:
•
http://www.dot.state.ga.us/statistics/Pages/default.aspx
•
http://www.actar.org/pdf/ga_rep1.pdf
•
http://www.nhtsa-tsis.net/crashforms/Pages/state/ga/GA_CrashManual_7_2003.pdf
•
http://www.dds.ga.gov/FormsandManuals/index.aspx
•
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Drunk_driving_in_the_United_States
•
www.alert45.com The ALERT video company 
•
http://www.nhtsa.dot.gov/
•
http://www.fatalvision.com/fv/home.php
Materials & Equipment: 
•
Impaired driver simulation equipment (Fatal Vision) 
•
Clipboards
•
Templates 

•
Measuring tape or wheel

•
Computer
•
Projector/TV
•
VHS/DVD on traffic accidents   
•
VHS/DVD on DUI detection   
•
Prizes for winning game show team

21st Century Technology Used: 
	
	Slide Show Software
	
	Graphing Software
	
	Audio File(s)

	
	Interactive Whiteboard
	
	Calculator
	
	Graphic Organizer

	x
	Student Response System
	
	Desktop Publishing 
	x
	Image File(s)

	
	Web Design Software
	
	Blog
	x
	Video

	
	Animation Software
	
	Wiki
	x
	Electronic Game or Puzzle Maker

	
	Email
	x
	Website
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