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PATHWAY:  
Law and Justice
COURSE:  

Law, Community Response and Policing
UNIT 1: 

Career Unit
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Annotation:
This unit includes activities to enhance and increase the student’s understanding of the Careers, Skills, Experience, and Education needed to obtain positions in the Criminal Justice Field. The Students will investigate the careers and choose one that is of interest to them. The student will then make a plan, beginning in high school, on how to obtain a position in their chosen field. The student will conduct a career investigation and then write a report that details the plan for obtaining a position in that field.

Grade(s):  

	X
	9th

	X
	10th

	X
	11th

	X
	12th


Time:  
8 hours
Author: 
John Reagan
Students with Disabilities:

For students with disabilities, the instructor should refer to the student's IEP to be sure that the accommodations specified are being provided. Instructors should also familiarize themselves with the provisions of Behavior Intervention Plans that may be part of a student's IEP. Frequent consultation with a student's special education instructor will be beneficial in providing appropriate differentiation.
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GPS Focus Standards: 
PS-LCRP-1 
Students will explore the different careers available in the field of law and justice.

a)
Identify major career options within the law and justice field.


b) 
Compare educational requirements of various law and justice fields.


c) 
Investigate personal preferences for careers.


d) 
Demonstrate understanding of a personal, post-secondary plan.

GPS Academic Standards:
ELA10RL5 
The student understands and acquires new vocabulary and uses it correctly in reading and 



writing.

ELA10RC2 
The student participates in discussions related to curricular learning in all subject areas.

ELA10RC3 
The student acquires new vocabulary in each content area and uses it correctly.

ELA10RC4 
The student establishes a context for information acquired by reading across subject areas.

ELA10W3 
The student uses research and technology to support writing.

ELA12LSV1 
The student participates in student-to-teacher, student-to-student, and group verbal 



interactions.
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Enduring Understandings: 
· Students will know:

· How to investigate the Careers of the Criminal Justice System.

· The different levels of government in a Federal system.
· How to apply for jobs within the Criminal Justice System.
· How to make a plan to obtain a job in the Criminal Justice System.
Essential Questions: 
· How does a person learn how to apply for a job in Law Enforcement?

· What are the differences Law Enforcement careers?
· How can a person plan for and obtain a job in their chosen career?
· What types of jobs are available in the field of Law Enforcement at the Federal, State and Local Agencies?
Knowledge from this Unit:  
· Students will know:

· How to identify the jurisdiction of Law Enforcement agencies.
· The process of applying for a Law Enforcement Career.
Skills from this Unit: 
· Students will use the internet to obtain Law Enforcement Career information.
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Assessment Method Type: 
	
	Pre-test

	
	Objective assessment - multiple-choice, true- false, etc.

	
	__ Quizzes/Tests

__ Unit test

	
	Group project

	x
	Individual project

	x
	Self-assessment - May include practice quizzes, games, simulations, checklists, etc.

	
	__ Self-check rubrics   

__ Self-check during writing/planning process

_x_ Journal reflections on concepts, personal experiences and impact on one’s life

__ Reflect on evaluations of work from teachers, business partners, and competition judges

__ Academic prompts

__ Practice quizzes/tests

	
	Subjective assessment/Informal observations

	
	__ Essay tests

__ Observe students working with partners

__ Observe students role playing

	
	Peer-assessment  

	
	__ Peer editing & commentary of products/projects/presentations using rubrics

__ Peer editing and/or critiquing

	
	Dialogue and Discussion

	
	__ Student/teacher conferences
__ Partner and small group discussions

__ Whole group discussions
__ Interaction with/feedback from community members/speakers and business partners

	x
	Constructed Responses

	
	_x_ Chart good reading/writing/listening/speaking habits

__ Application of skills to real-life situations/scenarios

	
	Post-test


Assessment Attachments and / or Directions: 
· Written paper describing a personal plan and training for a law enforcement job.
· Complete a chart of an Educational Road Map.

· Keep a journal of personal experiences in job exploration.
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•
LESSON 1:  IDENTIFY MAJOR CAREER OPTIONS WITHIN THE LAW AND JUSTICE FIELD

1.
Identify the standards. Standards should be posted in the classroom.

PS-LCRP-1 
Students will explore the different careers available in the field of law and justice.
a)
Identify major career options within the law and justice field.

b) 
Compare educational requirements of various law and justice fields.

c) 
Investigate personal preferences for careers.

d) 
Demonstrate understanding of a personal, post-secondary plan.
2.
Review Essential Question(s). Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 


 EQ:  What are the differences in law enforcement agencies?
3.
Identify and review the unit vocabulary. Terms may be posted on word wall.

	Tech School
	Federalism
	Career Planning

	Undergraduate /Graduate
	Doctorate
	Career Interest


4.
Interest approach – Mental set

· Ask students to identify careers in law enforcement, point out the different jurisdictional levels of Federal, State, and Local Law Enforcement agencies. Talk about the different tasks that different law enforcement agencies are required to complete. Emphasize the importance of matching an agency and its task to the interest of each student.  

· Lead the class in a discussion on the many things accomplished by law enforcement agencies.
· Have the students make a list of the most interesting types of things in which law enforcement agencies participate.
5. Have the student access the Federal Bureau of Investigation website at www.fbi.gov. From the home page the student should locate the “Apply for a job” tab. Have the student list out on a piece of paper the requirements for a Federal Law Enforcement officer, that of a FBI special agent.

6.  Have the student access the Georgia Bureau of Investigation website at www.gbi.georgia.gov. From the home page the student should locate “Employment Opportunities” tab. Have the student list out on a piece of paper the requirements for a State Law Enforcement officer, that of a GBI special agent.
7. Have the student access their local sheriff’s department website. Have the student locate the tab for employment information with that department. On a piece of paper, have the student list the requirements for a Local Law Enforcement officer, that of a Sheriff’s Deputy.
8. Have the student write a reflection essay on their understanding and impression of a federal, state, and local law enforcement officer.
•
LESSON 2:  INVESTIGATE A PERSONAL CAREER PREFERENCE

1.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 
• 
What kind of career should I pursue?
2. 
Lead a general discussion on why a student should pursue a career that sounds interesting, challenging, and fun to them. 


Ask students what type of careers their family members have and who seems happiest in their chosen career.  Also ask the students how those family members who are happy in their careers how they obtained those careers. What were the challenges to overcome?  




•
Why do some people like their careers and others don’t?


•
What are some challenges in obtaining a great career?


•
How can a person narrow down career choices for themselves?

3. Lead a more specific discussion regarding using tools such as a career interest inventory to aid in focusing on personal career preferences. Have the student access the Georgia Department of Labor website at www.dol.state.ga.us. 

· Locate the TAB “Workforce Professional”
· Click on “Career Guidance Information”

· Click on “Career Voyages- student will be directed to Careeronestop.org 

· Locate the TAB “Identify Interest”

· Click on “Assess Yourself”. Have students browse assessment topics and match interest to careers.

4. Have the student keep a journal reflecting on their personal experiences in job exploration.

· What can I do to increase my chances of a job?

· What are 3 things I learned that I did not know before beginning this research?

· What are 3 things I will do to increase my chances of getting a job?
•
LESSON 3:  UNDERSTANDING A PERSONAL, POST-SECONDARY PLAN

1.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 

• EQ:  How can a person plan for and obtain a job in their chosen career?

2.
Lead a general discussion on the differences in experience requirements and educational requirements depending on the type of career chosen. Explain how the student should begin making a “Roadmap” on which to travel to reach their destination, that of their chosen career. Have the student take out a piece of paper to create a “flow-chart map” of post-secondary options. Explain to the students that their chosen course will be based on their career goals. 
3. Through a discussion, help the students to create a generic roadmap. Begin with the first choice after graduation: work, military, or college.
· Work/Military, great way to create experience.

· College: Technology School, 2 year programs, wide availability and much more cost effective than a 4 year program. Offer diploma and certificate. Can use as a bridge to a 4 year college program. The teacher should provide information on the local technology school.

· College: 4 year programs, students earn a degree in fields such as Criminal Justice, Nursing, Business, Engineering, and Education. The main 4 year colleges in Georgia are University of Georgia, Georgia Tech, Georgia State, West Georgia University, Georgia Southern, and Kennesaw State University. Many Federal and State Law Enforcement jobs require a 4 year degree.
· Discuss with the students that some careers require additional education beyond a 4 year degree: these include Law School, Medical School, a Masters Degree, and a Ph.D.

4. Have the student use the generic “roadmap” to make a personal plan to obtain their chosen career. Have the student write a one page paper describing their specific plan (use actual colleges and degree sought) in their paper. Make sure they understand there are many routes to get to the desired goal.

•
ATTACHMENTS FOR LESSON PLANS

•
NOTES & REFLECTION: 

Upon completion of this lesson the student should understand the importance of career choices, and how the level of experience and education will vary depending on the career choice that is made. The student should be able to understand how to obtain the post-secondary education needed for the desired career.
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Culminating Unit Performance Task Title: 
The student will submit their journal for review by the teacher. The journal will contain their thoughts and understanding in comparing the different types of law enforcement jobs. The journal will also include their reflections on the type of career that may be of interest to them base on an interest inventory. Finally, the journal will include a post-secondary educational plan for the individual student.
Culminating Unit Performance Task Description/Directions/Differentiated Instruction: 
The teacher can invite guest speakers from different law enforcement backgrounds into the classroom to discuss their person “roadmap” to include the challenges to overcome. 
The student can submit their flow chart, written paper, and journal for review.
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Web Resources:
· www.fbi.gov
· www.gbi.georgia.gov
· http://www.dol.state.ga.us/
· www.Careeronestop.org
Materials & Equipment: 
· Internet access
· Paper and pencils
· Computer
21st Century Technology Used:
	
	Slide Show Software
	
	Graphing Software
	
	Audio File(s)

	
	Interactive Whiteboard
	
	Calculator
	
	Graphic Organizer

	
	Student Response System
	
	Desktop Publishing 
	
	Image File(s)

	
	Web Design Software
	
	Blog
	
	Video

	
	Animation Software
	
	Wiki
	
	Electronic Game or Puzzle Maker

	
	Email
	x
	Website
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