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Career, Technical, & Agricultural Education







PATHWAY:  
Law and Justice
COURSE:  

Law, Community Response and Policing
UNIT 2: 

The History and Structure of the American Court System
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Annotation: 
In this unit students will identify the various courts within the federal and state court system.

Students will understand the roles and responsibilities of the courtroom personnel.


Grade(s):  

	X
	9th

	X
	10th

	X
	11th

	X
	12th


Time:  
10 hours
Author: 
Richard Parham
Students with Disabilities:

For students with disabilities, the instructor should refer to the student's IEP to be sure that the accommodations specified are being provided. Instructors should also familiarize themselves with the provisions of Behavior Intervention Plans that may be part of a student's IEP. Frequent consultation with a student's special education instructor will be beneficial in providing appropriate differentiation.
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GPS Focus Standards: 
PS-LCRP-2 
Students will explain the history and characteristics of the structure of the American court system.

a) 
Describe the development of the court system in America.


b) 
Evaluate the judicial system’s role in our society today.


c) 
Explain the concept of the dual-court system.


d) 
Compare state and federal court systems.


e) 
Explain criminal and civil court structures and processes.

PS-LCRP-3 

Students will identify and explain the various roles of courtroom participants.

a)
Identify the roles, responsibilities, selection processes, and qualifications of judges.

b) 
Explain the responsibilities, discretion, and influence of the prosecuting attorney.

c) 
Explain the responsibilities and ethics of defense attorneys.

d)
Debate issues in indigence defense.

e) 
Explain the roles of the bailiff, court administrators, court reporters, clerk of court, and expert witnesses.

f) 
Evaluate the roles of non-professional court participants including witnesses, jurors, victims, the defendant, and the media.
g) 
Describe the relationship between various systems to see a trial brought to a verdict.
GPS Academic Standards:
SSCG3 

The student will demonstrate knowledge of the United States Constitution.

SSCG4 

The student will demonstrate knowledge of the organization and powers of the national government.

SSCG5 

The student will demonstrate knowledge of the federal system of government described in the United States Constitution.

SSCG16 

The student will demonstrate knowledge of the operation of the federal judiciary.

SSCG21 

The student will demonstrate knowledge of criminal activity.

SSCG22 

The student will demonstrate knowledge of the criminal justice process.

SSWH21 
The student will analyze globalization in the contemporary world.

ELA10RC2 
The student participates in discussions related to curricular learning in all subject areas.

SSCG22 

The student will demonstrate knowledge of the criminal justice process.

SSCG4 

The student will demonstrate knowledge of the organization and powers of the national 



government.

SSCG5 

The student will demonstrate knowledge of the federal system of government described in the United States Constitution.

ELA10RC2 
The student participates in discussions related to curricular learning in all subject areas.

ELA10RC3 
The student acquires new vocabulary in each content area and uses it correctly.

ELA12LSV1 
The student participates in student-to-teacher, student-to-student, and group verbal interactions.
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Enduring Understandings: 
· The U.S. Court System is a dual system with separate courts for specific jurisdictions.
· The daily operation of the courts requires well qualified personnel.

· The process of challenging a court decision has specified guidelines that must be followed.
Essential Questions: 
· How does our court system work?
· Why are there so many different courts?

Knowledge from this Unit:  
· Students will identify each of the courts in the Federal Court System.
· Students will identify each of the courts in the State Court System in Georgia.
· Students will explain the roles and responsibilities of the courtroom personnel.

· Students will describe the appellate process for a state case and a federal case.

Skills from this Unit:  
· Students will diagram the Federal Court System.
· Students will diagram the State Court System for the county they reside in.
· Students will show the progression of a court case appeal.
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Assessment Method Type: 
	
	Pre-test

	
	Objective assessment - multiple-choice, true- false, etc.

	
	__ Quizzes/Tests

__ Unit test

	
	Group project

	X
	Individual project

	
	Self-assessment - May include practice quizzes, games, simulations, checklists, etc.

	
	__ Self-check rubrics   

__ Self-check during writing/planning process

__ Journal reflections on concepts, personal experiences and impact on one’s life

__ Reflect on evaluations of work from teachers, business partners, and competition judges

__ Academic prompts

__ Practice quizzes/tests

	
	Subjective assessment/Informal observations

	
	__ Essay tests

__ Observe students working with partners

__ Observe students role playing

	
	Peer-assessment  

	
	__ Peer editing & commentary of products/projects/presentations using rubrics

__ Peer editing and/or critiquing

	X
	Dialogue and Discussion

	
	__ Student/teacher conferences
 X  Partner and small group discussions

X   Whole group discussions
__ Interaction with/feedback from community members/speakers and business partners

	
	Constructed Responses

	
	__ Chart good reading/writing/listening/speaking habits

__ Application of skills to real-life situations/scenarios

	
	Post-test


Assessment Attachments and / or Directions: 
· Federal Court System Student Notes

· Federal Court System Project
· State Court System Student Notes

· State Court System Project

· Courtroom Personnel Career Project

· Guest Speaker Form

· Court System Scavenger Hunt

· Court System Scavenger Hunt Answer Key
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•
LESSON 1:  THE DEVELOPING COURT SYSTEM IN AMERICA

1.
Identify the standards. Standards should be posted in the classroom.
PS-LCRP-2 
Students will explain the history and characteristics of the structure of the American court system.

a) 
Describe the development of the court system in America.


b) 
Evaluate the judicial system’s role in our society today.


c) 
Explain the concept of the dual-court system.


d) 
Compare state and federal court systems.


e) 
Explain criminal and civil court structures and processes.

PS-LCRP-3 

Students will identify and explain the various roles of courtroom participants.

a)
Identify the roles, responsibilities, selection processes, and qualifications of judges.

b) 
Explain the responsibilities, discretion, and influence of the prosecuting attorney.

c) 
Explain the responsibilities and ethics of defense attorneys.

d)
Debate issues in indigence defense.

e) 
Explain the roles of the bailiff, court administrators, court reporters, clerk of court, and expert witnesses.

f) 
Evaluate the roles of non-professional court participants including witnesses, jurors, victims, the defendant, and the media.
g) 
Describe the relationship between various systems to see a trial brought to a verdict.
2.
Review Essential Question(s). Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 

· How does our Court System work?
3.
Identify and review the unit vocabulary. Terms may be posted on word wall. A complete list of courtroom terminology can be found in the Court System Terminology handout.  The Word Wall for Courts Unit PowerPoint slide may also be used.

	Appeal
	Appellate Jurisdiction
	Authority

	Attorney
	Court
	Defendant

	Docket
	Habeas Corpus
	Jurisdiction

	Opinion
	Plea Bargain
	Prosecutor

	Remand
	Writ of Certiorari
	


4.
Interest approach – Mental set

Ask the question, “What is a court?”

You will get a variety of answers, but the one to start the unit with would be:  “a place where disputes are resolved.”  Have students make a list of the types of disputes that might be resolved in a court.  They will obviously write down criminal acts, but may also include civil disputes such as divorce or lawsuits.

After some discussion of their ideas, tell the class that before we start looking at the specific types of courts and disputes, we need to take a tour of where our court system came from.

5.
Assign reading and notes for chapters in the textbook relevant to developing laws and courts.  Have your students create a compare/contrast chart for three main areas of primitive law.  (I usually focus on Pre-historic time, Ancient Egypt and Ancient Greece).  
Primitive law

During the pre-historic time, social order consisted of small family groups living in clans or tribes.  Crimes committed against individuals were usually handled by the victim or the victim’s family.  The philosophy of justice was retaliatory; punish the offender.

In ancient Egypt, we find the first records of a formalized court.  Although it would be far from “just” compared to today’s standards; Egypt’s court system in 1500 B.C. consisted of judges appointed by the Pharaoh.  

From Greece, we have a form of law enforcement called the ephori. Five ephors would be elected each year, and they had virtually unlimited power as the investigator, judge, jury and executioner.  
6.
Tape three large pieces of paper, or poster board on the wall in your room.  Have the students work in groups of 2 or 3 to make a list of pros and cons for each example of a system of “justice” (Use the three above or the systems from your particular text books).  Their opinions are based on each system and how adequate it would be for resolving disputes between people; or between the “government” and someone accused of violating a law.  Write the various opinions on the paper for the appropriate system.
•
LESSON 2:  AMERICAN COURTS: A DUAL SYSTEM OF JUSTICE

1.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 
· 
Why are there so many different courts?

2.  Assign reading and notes for chapters relevant to the Court System.

3. Distribute the Federal Court System Student Notes and lecture using the Federal Court System Lecture Notes and PowerPoint.  Instruct the students to complete their notes as the class discusses the information.

4. Reserve your school’s computer lab or other location where your class can have access to the internet.  Hand out the Federal Court System Project and explain the assignment, the due date and any specific instructions you have for the assignment.  

5. Distribute the State Court System Student Notes and lecture using the State Court System Lecture Notes and PowerPoint.  Instruct the students to complete their notes as the class discusses the information.

6. Reserve your school’s computer lab or other location where your class can have access to the internet.  Hand out the State Court System Project and explain the assignment, the due date and any specific instructions you have for the assignment.  

•
LESSON 3:  COURTROOM PERSONNEL

1.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 

· How does our court system work?

2.
Assign reading and notes for chapters relevant to courtroom personnel.

3.
Reserve your school’s computer lab or other location where your class can have access to the internet.  Hand out the Courtroom Personnel and Courtroom Personnel Career Project.  The students will choose one of the careers listed on the assignment and complete a report on the career.  Explain you due date and guidelines if you plan to have them give a presentation.
4.
Arrange to have a guest speaker come talk to your class about their job in the court system.  They will be able to talk about job responsibilities, education and training necessary to do their work, as well as the day to day activities involved in their job.  Hand out the Guest Speaker Form and have students complete it. 
•
ATTACHMENTS FOR LESSON PLANS

· LCRP_2_Court System Terminology
· LCRP_2_Word Wall for Courts Unit
· LCRP_2_Federal Court System Lecture Notes

· LCRP_2_Federal Court System Student Notes

· LCRP_2_Federal Court System PowerPoint

· LCRP_2_Federal Court System Project

· LCRP_2_State Court System Lecture Notes

· LCRP_2_State Court System Student Notes

· LCRP_2_State Court System PowerPoint

· LCRP_2_State Court System Project
· LCRP_2_Courtroom Personnel
· LCRP_2_Courtroom Personnel Career Project

· LCRP_2_Guest Speaker Form

•
NOTES & REFLECTION: 

When you are planning to have a guest speaker, it would be very beneficial to make sure you clarify the level of students you teach as well as specific topics you want the speaker to talk about.  Many of our speakers are current or former law enforcement officers and/or attorneys who are accustomed to speaking to groups of adults.  The more specific you can be, the better prepared they will be for talking to teenager/high school students. 
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Culminating Unit Performance Task Title: 
Court System Scavenger Hunt
Culminating Unit Performance Task Description/Directions/Differentiated Instruction: 
You can assign this as either an in-class assignment, or as a homework assignment.  I prefer to use it as an in-class assignment because it is easier to track student progress and insure everyone is completing the assignment on their own.

Reserve your school’s computer lab or other location where your class can have access to the internet.  Hand out the Court System Scavenger Hunt assignment and explain the expectations to your class.  Allow the students two days in class to complete the assignment (as needed).  

**NOTE**

The Scavenger Hunt will need to be edited it for your town/county prior to handing out the assignment.  Most counties in Georgia will have the same courts, so it may only take a little work for  to make the assignment ready for local students.
Attachments for Culminating Performance Task: 
· LCRP_2_Court System Scavenger Hunt

· LCRP_2_Court System Scavenger Hunt Answer Key
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Web Resources:
http://www.careerquestions.com/viewCategory.aspx?id=1284
http://www.bls.gov/
http://www.georgiacourts.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=48&Itemid=27
21st Century Technology Used: 
	X
	Slide Show Software
	
	Graphing Software
	
	Audio File(s)

	X
	Interactive Whiteboard
	
	Calculator
	X
	Graphic Organizer

	
	Student Response System
	
	Desktop Publishing 
	
	Image File(s)

	
	Web Design Software
	
	Blog
	
	Video

	
	Animation Software
	
	Wiki
	
	Electronic Game or Puzzle Maker

	
	Email
	X
	Website
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