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PATHWAY:  
Law and Justice
COURSE:  

Law, Community Response and Policing
UNIT 3: 

Federal and Georgia Criminal Codes
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Annotation: 
Students will compare and contrast the Georgia Criminal Code and United States Federal Criminal Code.  Students will be introduced to the common defenses to criminal charges.  Students will examine the different classifications of crime and the specific elements that make up those crimes.


Grade(s):  

	X
	9th

	X
	10th

	X
	11th

	X
	12th


Time:  
20 hours
Author: 
Richard Parham
Students with Disabilities:

For students with disabilities, the instructor should refer to the student's IEP to be sure that the accommodations specified are being provided. Instructors should also familiarize themselves with the provisions of Behavior Intervention Plans that may be part of a student's IEP. Frequent consultation with a student's special education instructor will be beneficial in providing appropriate differentiation.
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GPS Focus Standards: 
PS-LCRP-4 
Students will demonstrate a basic understanding of state and federal criminal codes.


a) 
Identify the elements of crimes commonly prosecuted.


b) 
Compare the federal and state criminal definitions of crimes commonly prosecuted.


c) 
Identify the ways crimes are classified and categorized.


d) 
Compare criminal defenses.


e) 
Evaluate a case and determine proper prosecutorial response.

GPS Academic Standards:
SSCG15

The student will explain the functions of the departments and agencies of the federal bureaucracy.

SSCG17 

The student will demonstrate knowledge of the organization and powers of state and local government described in the Georgia Constitution.

SSCG21 

The student will demonstrate knowledge of criminal activity.

SSCG22 

The student will demonstrate knowledge of the criminal justice process.

SSCG4 

The student will demonstrate knowledge of the organization and powers of the national government.

SSCG5 

The student will demonstrate knowledge of the federal system of government described in the United States Constitution.
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Enduring Understandings: 
· The concept of law in both Georgia and the United States encompasses a broad spectrum of issues.

· Each crime has a distinct set of criteria that must be proven

· There are legal defenses to criminal accusations

· Crimes can be classified in a variety of ways.
Essential Questions: 
· What makes certain behaviors criminal?
· Why are there federal and state laws for the same crime?

· How can a defendant challenge the system?
· What is a crime?

Knowledge from this Unit:  
Students will be able to:
· Explain the different criminal defenses to a criminal accusation.
· Differentiate between violations of state and federal law.
· Explain the different categories of criminal offenses.

· Identify the elements of various criminal offenses.

Skills from this Unit:  
Students will be able to:

· Locate various crimes included in the United States Criminal Code.

· Locate various crimes included in the Georgia Criminal Code.

· Given a scenario, determine whether a person should be charged with a felony or misdemeanor.
· Given facts of a case, locate the appropriate crime in the Georgia Criminal Code.
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Assessment Method Type: 
	
	Pre-test

	
	Objective assessment - multiple-choice, true- false, etc.

	
	__ Quizzes/Tests

__ Unit test

	X
	Group project

	X
	Individual project

	
	Self-assessment - May include practice quizzes, games, simulations, checklists, etc.

	
	__ Self-check rubrics   

__ Self-check during writing/planning process

__ Journal reflections on concepts, personal experiences and impact on one’s life

__ Reflect on evaluations of work from teachers, business partners, and competition judges

__ Academic prompts

__ Practice quizzes/tests

	
	Subjective assessment/Informal observations

	
	__ Essay tests

__ Observe students working with partners

__ Observe students role playing

	
	Peer-assessment  

	
	__ Peer editing & commentary of products/projects/presentations using rubrics

__ Peer editing and/or critiquing

	X
	Dialogue and Discussion

	
	__ Student/teacher conferences
X   Partner and small group discussions

X_ Whole group discussions
__ Interaction with/feedback from community members/speakers and business partners

	
	Constructed Responses

	
	__ Chart good reading/writing/listening/speaking habits

__ Application of skills to real-life situations/scenarios

	
	Post-test


Assessment Attachments and / or Directions: 
· Title 16: Area of Law Chart

· Georgia Criminal Code PowerPoint Assignment
· Criminal Law PowerPoint Assignment
· Criminal Defenses Student Guided Notes

· Legal Defense Scenario Assignment

· Criminal Law Assessment

· Criminal Law Assessment Answer Key

· Classification of Crimes Chart
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•
LESSON 1:  INTRODUCTION TO CRIMINAL LAW

1.
Identify the standards. Standards should be posted in the classroom.

PS-LCRP-4 
Students will demonstrate a basic understanding of state and federal criminal codes.


a) 
Identify the elements of crimes commonly prosecuted.


b) 
Compare the federal and state criminal definitions of crimes commonly prosecuted.


c) 
Identify the ways crimes are classified and categorized.


d) 
Compare criminal defenses.


e) 
Evaluate a case and determine proper prosecutorial response.

2.
Review Essential Question(s). Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 


EQ:  What makes some behavior criminal?
3.
Identify and review the unit vocabulary. A complete list of courtroom terminology can be found in the Criminal Law Terminology handout.  The Criminal Law Word Wall PowerPoint slide may also be used.
	Accomplice
	Aggravated
	Alibi

	Assault
	Attempted
	Battery

	Crime
	Felony
	Intent

	Justifiable
	Larceny
	 Law

	 Malice
	Misdemeanor
	Motive

	Negligence
	Possession
	Premeditated


4.
Interest approach – Mental set


Ask students why some conduct or behavior may be designated as criminal while other conduct may not be criminal?  

5. Handout the paper “Why are some behaviors…” Have them work in groups to decide at least one example of each category on the handout.  Discuss with the students the importance of prohibiting certain behaviors and why we don’t prohibit other behaviors.
A. Write, or post, the definition of “Law” and “Crime” in your room.  I use very basic definitions that I feel are easy for all students to understand and remember. (see below)  Ask your students why they think it’s important to have laws.  You’ll get a wide variety of responses, but you want the obvious answer of to maintain order in society.  **It will be important to keep the discussion focuses at this point because they will want to ask questions, inject their personal stories, etc. ** Next, point out the definition of a crime.  I always stress in the discussion that it’s important for them to realize the definition not only includes prohibited behaviors, but just as important is that it includes a punishment.  
a. Law-A body of rules for human conduct that are enforced by imposing penalties for their violation.

b. Crime- A wrong committed against society, as defined in a statute and punishable by fines, imprisonment, and, in some cases, by death. 
B. Have the students work independently to make a list of things they know about crime.  Allow them five or ten minutes, and then move them into groups to compare their information.  Instruct each group to decide how they would separate their ideas into categories (maybe crimes where something is stolen or someone is injured: the idea is for them to group them).  When they are finished, have each group call out their categories, and you can write the categories on the board (or whatever you may have available).  If possible, try to limit it to four or five categories everyone can agree on.

Next, have each group create a chart on a piece of poster board, using the categories as the heading for each column on the chart.  They are to write all of the ideas each person has, on their own paper, on the chart in the column they feel it belongs.

•
LESSON 2:  GEORGIA CRIMINAL CODES

1.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 

EQ: 
Why are there federal and state laws for the same crime?


NOTE: ***For any assignments or activities where I refer to the Georgia Law Enforcement Handbook; If you don’t have access to any copies, or enough copies for your students to share, you can access the criminal law codes by using the following website.  

Georgia Criminal Code

http://www.lexis-nexis.com/hottopics/gacode/default.asp
2.
Distribute copies of the Georgia Law Enforcement Handbook (as you can depending on the number of books you have available.)  Have the students turn to the Table of Contents and find Part III, “Criminal Code of Georgia.”  Explain to the students that the Georgia Law is separated in to sections of law, called “Titles” and each section of involves a different area of law. Have the students scan the next few pages and read the different Titles of law included in Georgia Law.  I compare the Law Enforcement Handbook to a classroom textbook. Explain how Georgia law is separated into sections called “Titles” like textbooks are divided into sections based on subject matter.  Tell the students that Title 16 is the section of law for Crimes and Offenses.

3. 
Have students find Title 16 in the Handbook.  Explain that Title 16, Crimes and Offenses, is divided into chapters, representing different categories of crimes.  Have all students preview the following three or four pages, and complete the Title 16: Area of Law Chart.

4.    Decide what sections of the Georgia Criminal Code you want to cover. (I have found that if you try to cover too much, it becomes a very long unit and the students lose interest and focus) Divide the class into groups so that each group will have responsibility for one section of the criminal code you are teaching.  The activity for this section is for each group to prepare a PowerPoint presentation on their assigned section of the criminal code.  See attached project sheet: Georgia Criminal Code PowerPoint Assignment
•
LESSON 3:  UNITED STATES CRIMINAL CODE

1.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 


EQ:
Why are there federal and state laws for the same crime?

United States Criminal Code 
http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/html/uscode18/usc_sup_01_18.html
2.
Reserve your school’s computer lab or other location where your class can have access to the internet.  Have the students go to the following website, to access the United States Criminal Code; where they will choose ten (10) federal crimes that are similar in name to crimes in the Georgia Criminal Code.  The students are to create a Compare/Contrast graphic organizer to illustrate how the same type of crime is similar and different in the two laws.
3.
Reserve your school’s computer lab or other location where your class can have access to the internet.


Have each student select one chapter of the U.S. Criminal Code and create a presentation on the important information about that area of federal criminal law.  Give them a few options for their project (Word Splash, Crossword Puzzle, Flyer/Pamphlet) that will give the other students a good understanding of each part of the U.S. Criminal Code.  

4.
Reserve your school’s computer lab or other location where your class can have access to the internet. Have students complete the Criminal Law PowerPoint Assignment and subsequently present their work to the class.
•
LESSON 4:  CLASSIFICATION AND CATEGORIES OF CRIME

1.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 


EQ:
What is a crime?

2.
Distribute the Classification of Crimes Chart (blank) and have the students complete the chart while using the Classification of Crimes PowerPoint and Teacher Notes. 
3.
Have each student bring in five news articles about crime.  Remind them that it can be any type of criminal activity (including white collar crime, government corruption, etc.)  The articles can be cut out of a news paper or news magazine, or they can be printed from an internet source.  To prepare for this activity, print or write the different classifications of crime on a piece of paper (source of the law, seriousness of the offense, type of harm).  Also, give each student some index cards or paper cut to the size of an index card.  

Have your students read the article (if they haven’t done so) and each crime that is mentioned in the article they are to write on one of the index cards.  When everyone is finished reading and writing the crimes down, go around the room and have the students tell the class what crimes they read about.  Then, have the class decide which classification it should be and tape the card on the wall under or near the appropriate classification.  When you have posted all the crimes from the articles, have a discussion about why certain crimes were placed in the category and why it might also go in another category.

•
LESSON 5:  CRIMINAL DEFENSES 


1.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 


EQ:
How can a defendant challenge the system?

2.
Have your students make a list of excuses people have for doing something wrong.  Write a “master list” on the board and discuss them to determine the Top Ten Excuses!!!  Print these on a bright piece of copy paper and post them in random locations throughout your room.

3.    Distribute the Criminal Defenses Student Guided Notes and lecture using the Criminal Defenses Teacher Notes and PowerPoint.  The students should complete the guided notes as they follow along with the PowerPoint and discussion. 

4. 
Hand out the Legal Defense Scenario assignment.  Reserve your school’s computer lab or other location where your class can have access to the internet as you feel will be necessary for this assignment to be completed.
•
ATTACHMENTS FOR LESSON PLANS

•
LCRP_3_Criminal Law Terminology

· LCRP_3_Criminal Law word wall

· LCRP_3_Why are some behaviors…
· LCRP_3_Title 16: Area of Law Chart

· LCRP_3_Georgia Criminal Code PowerPoint Assignment

· LCRP_3_Criminal Defenses Lecture Notes

· LCRP_3_Criminal Defenses Student Guided Notes

· LCRP_3_Criminal Defenses PowerPoint

· LCRP_3_Legal Defense Scenario Assignment

· LCRP_3_Criminal Law Assessment

· LCRP_3_Criminal Law Assessment Answer Key
· LCRP_3_Criminal Law PowerPoint Assignment
· LCRP_3_Classification of Crimes Teacher Notes

· LCRP_3_Classification of Crimes Chart
· LCRP_3_Classification of Crimes PowerPoint
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Culminating Unit Performance Task Title: 
Criminal Law Assessment
Culminating Unit Performance Task Description/Directions/Differentiated Instruction: 
Students will read assigned scenarios related to Georgia and United States Criminal Codes.  For each scenario, they must decide which crime(s) were committed and justify their decision.  You may allow them to use criminal code books or the internet as a resource to access the actual criminal codes.  
Attachments for Culminating Performance Task: 
Criminal Law Assessment
Criminal Law Assessment Answer Key
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Web Resources:
http://www.lexis-nexis.com/hottopics/gacode/default.asp
http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/html/uscode18/usc_sup_01_18.html
21st Century Technology Used: 
	X
	Slide Show Software
	
	Graphing Software
	
	Audio File(s)

	X
	Interactive Whiteboard
	
	Calculator
	X
	Graphic Organizer

	
	Student Response System
	X
	Desktop Publishing 
	
	Image File(s)

	
	Web Design Software
	
	Blog
	
	Video

	
	Animation Software
	
	Wiki
	
	Electronic Game or Puzzle Maker

	
	Email
	X
	Website
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