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PATHWAY:  
Law and Justice
COURSE:  

Law, Community Response and Policing
UNIT 6: 

Pre-Trial Procedure
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Annotation: 
Students will be introduced to pre-trial procedure.  They will learn what the responsibilities of the prosecutor are in deciding whether or not to prosecute a case.  Students will also learn what steps a case goes through from arraignment to pre-trial conference.

Grade(s):  

	X
	9th

	X
	10th

	X
	11th

	X
	12th


Time:  
5 hours
Author: 
Karmel Tanner
Students with Disabilities:

For students with disabilities, the instructor should refer to the student's IEP to be sure that the accommodations specified are being provided. Instructors should also familiarize themselves with the provisions of Behavior Intervention Plans that may be part of a student's IEP. Frequent consultation with a student's special education instructor will be beneficial in providing appropriate differentiation.
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GPS Focus Standards: 
PS-LCRP-9 
Students will link constitutional limitations to proper prosecutorial procedure.


a) 
Identify each stage of the criminal investigation leading to indictment.


b) 
Appraise the constitutionality of police investigative actions.


c) 
Demonstrate basic understanding of probable cause.


d) 
Describe Supreme Court cases that impact the justice system.

GPS Academic Standards:
ELA12LSV2 
The student formulates reasoned judgments about written and oral communication in various media genres. The student delivers focused, coherent, and polished presentations that convey a clear and distinct perspective, demonstrate solid reasoning, and combine traditional rhetorical strategies of narration, exposition, persuasion, and description.

SSCG3 
The student will demonstrate knowledge of the United States Constitution.

SSCG16 
The student will demonstrate knowledge of the operation of the federal


judiciary.

SSCG17 
The student will demonstrate knowledge of the organization and powers of


state and local government described in the Georgia Constitution.

SSCG21 

The student will demonstrate knowledge of criminal activity.

SSCG22 
The student will demonstrate knowledge of the criminal justice process.

National / Local Standards / Industry / ISTE:
Law, Public Safety, and Security Career Cluster
Law Enforcement Pathway Knowledge and Skill Statements: demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the U.S. legal system and the implications for law enforcement services.
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Enduring Understandings: 
It is the role of the prosecutor to determine if there is enough evidence to charge someone with a crime.  Students will understand the steps a case goes through from arraignment through pre-trial conference.  Students will understand the role that the grand jury plays in the judicial system.

Essential Questions:
· What happens to a case once a suspect is arrested? 

· Who can serve on a Grand Jury?
· What challenges can the defense raise during pre-trial motions?

· Do suspects have the right to know what evidence the prosecutors have against them?

Knowledge from this Unit:  
· Students will understand the role of the prosecutor in a case.
· Students will define terminology commonly used in the criminal justice system.

· Students will learn how to interview clients.

· Students will understand the role that the grand jury plays in the criminal justice system.

· Students will understand the valid challenges to a warrant.
Skills from this Unit:
· Students will use terminology appropriately.
· Demonstrate knowledge of the U.S. Constitution, the Georgia Constitution, and their respective constitutional amendments.

· Demonstrate the ability to write reports containing the legal elements of a crime.

· Demonstrate the ability to communicate clearly and listen actively and effectively when interacting with citizens, supervisors, and co-workers.

· Demonstrate the ability to conduct legal research on cases involving the 4th, 5th, 6th, 8th and 14th    amendments using Internet resources and legal software.
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Assessment Method Type: 
	
	Pre-test

	x
	Objective assessment - multiple-choice, true- false, etc.

	
	__ Quizzes/Tests

_x_ Unit test

	
	Group project

	x
	Individual project

	
	Self-assessment - May include practice quizzes, games, simulations, checklists, etc.

	
	__ Self-check rubrics   

__ Self-check during writing/planning process

__ Journal reflections on concepts, personal experiences and impact on one’s life

__ Reflect on evaluations of work from teachers, business partners, and competition judges

__ Academic prompts

__ Practice quizzes/tests

	
	Subjective assessment/Informal observations

	
	__ Essay tests

__ Observe students working with partners

__ Observe students role playing

	
	Peer-assessment  

	
	__ Peer editing & commentary of products/projects/presentations using rubrics

__ Peer editing and/or critiquing

	x
	Dialogue and Discussion

	
	__ Student/teacher conferences
_x_ Partner and small group discussions

_x_ Whole group discussions
__ Interaction with/feedback from community members/speakers and business partners

	
	Constructed Responses

	
	__ Chart good reading/writing/listening/speaking habits

__ Application of skills to real-life situations/scenarios

	
	Post-test


Assessment Attachments and / or Directions: 
1.  Power Point on Pre-trial actions
2.  Review Document for Test
3.  Study guide
4.  Test for Pre-trial actions
5.  Answer sheet for test
6.  Answer key for test
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•
LESSON 1:  Introduction to Pre-trial Actions

1.
Identify the standards. Standards should be posted in the classroom.
PS-LCRP-9 
Students will link constitutional limitations to proper prosecutorial procedure.


a) 
Identify each stage of the criminal investigation leading to indictment.


b) 
Appraise the constitutionality of police investigative actions.


c) 
Demonstrate basic understanding of probable cause.


d) 
Describe Supreme Court cases that impact the justice system.

2.
Review Essential Question(s). Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 


What happens to a case once a suspect is arrested? 


Who can serve on a Grand Jury?


What challenges can the defense raise during pre-trial motions?


Do suspects have the right to know what evidence the prosecutors have against them?

3.
Identify and review the unit vocabulary. Terms may be posted on word wall.

	Prosecutor
	Venue
	Statute of Limitations

	Double Jeopardy
	Jurisdiction
	Complaint

	Arraignment
	Probable Cause
	Preliminary Hearing

	Grand Jury
	Bail
	Plea Bargaining

	Diversion
	Exclusionary Rule
	Good Faith Exception


4.
Interest approach – Mental set


Ask students these questions to stimulate discussion:



“What is the job of the prosecutor?”



“Do you have the right to know what the evidence is that is going to be used against you in court?”

5.
Use Pre-Trial PowerPoint to lecture
6.     Have a guest speaker come in to discuss pre-trial motions. 
· I would recommend a prosecutor or a defense attorney for this unit.
•
ATTACHMENTS FOR LESSON PLANS

· PowerPoint on Pre-trial actions

· Review Document for Test

· Study guide

· Test for Pre-trial actions

· Answer sheet for test

· Answer key for test

•
NOTES & REFLECTION: 

This unit introduces students to the trial process.  The next two units will be covering trial procedures and post-trial procedures.  This is the beginning foundations for the students to be able to complete mock trials so it is important that they understand the material presented.
[image: image6.jpg]% CULMINATING PERFORMANCE TASK





Culminating Unit Performance Task Title: 
Mock Trial Pre-Trial Evaluation
Culminating Unit Performance Task Description/Directions/Differentiated Instruction: 
Students will be given a mock trial to evaluate for pre-trial motions.  There are many good mock trial resources.   
Attachments for Culminating Performance Task: 
Sample Mock Trials
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Web Resources:
http://topics.law.cornell.edu
www.streetlaw.org
http://www.crf-usa.org

www.peterpappas.com/journals/trial.htm
Materials & Equipment: 
Computer
Projector/tv
21st Century Technology Used:
	x
	Slide Show Software
	
	Graphing Software
	
	Audio File(s)

	
	Interactive Whiteboard
	
	Calculator
	
	Graphic Organizer

	
	Student Response System
	
	Desktop Publishing 
	
	Image File(s)

	
	Web Design Software
	
	Blog
	
	Video

	
	Animation Software
	
	Wiki
	
	Electronic Game or Puzzle Maker

	x
	Email
	x
	Website
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