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PATHWAY:  
Law and Justice
COURSE:  

Law, Community Response and Policing
UNIT 7: 

Juries, Trial Procedures and Examinations
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Annotation: 
Students will be introduced to trial procedures, the roles and responsibilities of the jury and what takes place during examinations at a trial.  They will participate in both civil and criminal mock trials. 

Grade(s):  

	X
	9th

	X
	10th

	X
	11th

	X
	12th


Time:  
 Thirty 50-minute class periods
Author: 
Karmel Tanner
Students with Disabilities:

For students with disabilities, the instructor should refer to the student's IEP to be sure that the accommodations specified are being provided. Instructors should also familiarize themselves with the provisions of Behavior Intervention Plans that may be part of a student's IEP. Frequent consultation with a student's special education instructor will be beneficial in providing appropriate differentiation.
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GPS Focus Standards: 
PS-LCRP-10
Students will explore the roles of each participant in the pretrial process.

a. 
Identify each participant in the process.

b. 
Distinguish between each pretrial stage.

c. 
Identify rationales for how prosecutors choose criminal charges.

d. 
Determine appropriate constitutional challenges for given pretrial scenarios.

e. 
Debate the plea bargaining process.
PS-LCRP-11

Students will explain how juries are selected.
a. 
Explain voir dire.
b. 
Assess a case for jury selection strategies.

c. 
Identify constitutional requirements relating to the jury.
                PS-LCRP-12           Students will participate in a mock trial.

a. 
Explain the stages of a trial after jury selection.
b. 
Appraise a case for prosecutorial and defense strategies.

c. 
Design an opening and closing statement.

d. 
Establish evidence through direct examination.

e. 
Challenge testimony through cross examination.

f.
Predict constitutional challenges to trial errors.

g. 
Formulate proper objections.

GPS Academic Standards:
ELA12LSV1

The student participates in student-to-teacher, student-to-student, and group verbal interactions.

ELA10RC2

The student participates in discussions related to curricular learning in all subject areas.

ELA10RC3

The student acquires new vocabulary in each content area and uses it correctly.
ELA12W3

The student uses research and technology to support writing.
ELA12C1

The student demonstrates understanding and control of the rules of the English language, realizing that usage involves the appropriate application of conventions and grammar in both written and spoken formats.
SSCG21 

The student will demonstrate knowledge of criminal activity.
SSCG22


The student will demonstrate knowledge of the criminal justice process.
SSCG3


The student will demonstrate knowledge of the United States Constitution.
National / Local Standards / Industry / ISTE:
Law, Public Safety, and Security Career Cluster

Law Enforcement Pathway Knowledge and Skill Statements: Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the U.S. legal system and the implications for law enforcement services.
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Enduring Understandings: 
· Students will understand the roles and responsibilities of jury members, the differences between a criminal and civil trial, the trial process for civil and criminal trials, and how a case moves through court.

Essential Questions
· What is the difference between a criminal and civil case? 

· What determines where a case is tried?
· Who has the right to discovery?

· Do your Miranda rights have to be read upon arrest?

· What determines whether or not bail will be set and the amount of bail requested?

· How are jury pools selected?

· What is double jeopardy?

· What is required for an appeal to be granted in a case?

Knowledge from this Unit:  

Students will be able to:
· Describe the roles and responsibilities of jury members.

· Explain the differences between a criminal and civil trial.


· List the trial process for civil and criminal trials.

· Describe how a case moves through court.

· Describe how discovery is used in cases.

· Explain how juries are selected.

· List the roles and responsibilities of those involved in a trial.
Skills from this Unit:  

Students will be able to:
· Diagram how a case moves through the court system.
· Prepare opening and closing statements for a trial.
· Prepare for direct examinations of a suspects/witnesses.

· Prepare for cross examinations of suspects/witnesses.

· Determine what makes up a jury in their favor.

· Participate in a mock trial encompassing all areas of learning from this unit.
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Assessment Method Type: 
	
	Pre-test

	
	Objective assessment - multiple-choice, true- false, etc.

	
	__ Quizzes/Tests

__ Unit test

	x
	Group project

	x
	Individual project

	x
	Self-assessment - May include practice quizzes, games, simulations, checklists, etc.

	x
	__ Self-check rubrics   

_x_ Self-check during writing/planning process

__ Journal reflections on concepts, personal experiences and impact on one’s life

__ Reflect on evaluations of work from teachers, business partners, and competition judges

__ Academic prompts

__ Practice quizzes/tests

	
	Subjective assessment/Informal observations

	
	__ Essay tests

__ Observe students working with partners

__ Observe students role playing

	x
	Peer-assessment  

	
	__ Peer editing & commentary of products/projects/presentations using rubrics

_x_ Peer editing and/or critiquing

	x
	Dialogue and Discussion

	
	x__ Student/teacher conferences
x__ Partner and small group discussions

x__ Whole group discussions
__ Interaction with/feedback from community members/speakers and business partners

	
	Constructed Responses

	
	__ Chart good reading/writing/listening/speaking habits

__ Application of skills to real-life situations/scenarios

	
	Post-test


Assessment Attachments and / or Directions: 
Objective review of both sides of the case
Prepare for Cross Examination

Prepare for Direct Examination

We the Jury Game
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•
LESSON 1: INTRODUCTION TO JURIES, TRIAL PROCEDURES, AND EXAMINATIONS 

1.
Identify the standards. Standards should be posted in the classroom.
PS-LCRP-10
Students will explore the roles of each participant in the pretrial process.

a. 
Identify each participant in the process.

b. 
Distinguish between each pretrial stage.

c. 
Identify rationales for how prosecutors choose criminal charges.

d. 
Determine appropriate constitutional challenges for given pretrial scenarios.

e. 
Debate the plea bargaining process.
PS-LCRP-11

Students will explain how juries are selected.
a. 
Explain voir dire.

b. 
Assess a case for jury selection strategies.

c. 
Identify constitutional requirements relating to the jury.
                PS-LCRP-12           Students will participate in a mock trial.

a. 
Explain the stages of a trial after jury selection.
b. 
Appraise a case for prosecutorial and defense strategies.

c. 
Design an opening and closing statement.

d. 
Establish evidence through direct examination.

e. 
Challenge testimony through cross examination.

f.
Predict constitutional challenges to trial errors.

g. 
Formulate proper objections.

2.
Review Essential Question(s). Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 

· What is the difference between a criminal and civil case? 

· What determines where a case is tried?

· Who has the right to discovery?

· Do your Miranda rights have to be read to you upon arrest?

· What determines whether or not bail will be set and the amount of bail requested?

· How are jury pools selected?

· What is double jeopardy?

· What is required for an appeal to be granted in a case?
3.
Identify and review the unit vocabulary. Terms may be posted on word wall.

	Civil
	Criminal
	Jurisdiction

	Venue
	Transitory
	Motion

	Pleadings
	Complaint
	Answer

	Reply
	Counterclaim
	Discovery

	Deposition
	Interrogatories
	Status Conference

	Issue Conference
	Stipulations
	Felony

	Misdemeanor
	Indictment
	Information

	Complaint
	Citation
	Miranda Rights

	Arraignment
	Magistrate
	Bail

	Own Recognizance
	Plea Bargaining
	Diversion

	Expunged
	Judge
	Court Clerk

	Bailiff
	Court Reported
	Defense Attorney

	Prosecutor
	Venire
	Voir Dire

	Peremptory Challenge
	Direct Evidence
	Circumstantial Evidence

	Expert Witnesses
	Leading Questions
	Objections

	Hostile Witness
	Impeach
	Moral Turpitude

	Summations
	Rebuttal
	Foreperson

	Sequestered
	Hung Jury
	Polled

	Motions
	Double Jeopardy
	Habeas Corpus

	Appellant
	Appellee
	Brief


4.
Interest approach – Mental set

· Ask students, “What steps does a case go through in the court system?”

· What rights do you have once you have been arrested?
· Why would it be beneficial or not beneficial for a suspect to testify?
5.
Lecture using the PowerPoint for Juries, Trial Procedures, and Examinations.
· See attached supplementary files

6.
Have a guest speakers from the District Attorney’s office come in and discuss the role of the prosecutor in    a criminal trial.

7. 
Have a defense attorney come in as a guest speaker to discuss the role of the defense attorney in a criminal trial.

8.
Take students on a field trip to the court house to observe the different types of trials (criminal, civil, traffic, etc).

9.
Provide Students with Mock Trial
· Complete “Prepare for Direct Examination” handout
· Complete “Prepare for Cross Examination” handout
· Complete “Objective Review of Both Sides” handout
· Have students participate in Mock Trial for assessment  
· See attached supplementary files

· Example mock trials can be found on http://www.peterpappas.com. 
•
ATTACHMENTS FOR LESSON PLANS



PowerPoint for Juries, Trial Procedures and Examinations
Prepare for Direct Examination

Prepare for Cross Examination

Objective Review of Both Sides of the Case

Impeachment of Witness

Sandy Hills vs. Midway School Board and Dale Green, Principal
Shannon Johnson v. Kelly Bowen

•
NOTES & REFLECTION: 

One of the most important steps in this unit is that the student is able to defend their position(s) in the mock trial.  Students need to prepare for their role in the case and be prepared to ask and answer any and all questions presented to them.  This unit provides students with the knowledge and ability to successfully participate in a mock trial proceeding. 
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Culminating Unit Performance Task Title: 
Mock Trial
Culminating Unit Performance Task Description/Directions/Differentiated Instruction: 
Students will be able to successfully prepare and participate in a mock trial performance.  They will apply all that they have learned in order to be an attorney for either side of the case, a jury member, or a witness/suspect.  
One can have students complete a civil or criminal trial or one of each.  Do several of each to give all of your students the chance to participate in all roles.  
Attachments for Culminating Performance Task: 
Civil and Criminal Trials
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Web Resources:
www.abanet.org
www.crf-usa.org/ 
www.nationalmocktrial.org
http://www.uscourts.gov/outreach/

www.gabar.org
http://www.texaslre.org/downloads/jurygame.pdf

http://www.abanet.org/yld/wethejury/wethejury.pdf

http://www.peterpappas.com/journals/trial/edwards.pdf

http://www.peterpappas.com/journals/trial/jean-allen-photo.pdf

http://www.peterpappas.com/journals/trial/osborn.pdf

Materials & Equipment: 
· Computer
· Projector/TV
· DVD-May it Please the Court (gabar.org)

21st Century Technology Used: 
	x
	Slide Show Software
	
	Graphing Software
	
	Audio File(s)

	
	Interactive Whiteboard
	
	Calculator
	
	Graphic Organizer

	
	Student Response System
	
	Desktop Publishing 
	
	Image File(s)

	
	Web Design Software
	
	Blog
	x
	Video

	
	Animation Software
	
	Wiki
	
	Electronic Game or Puzzle Maker

	x
	Email
	x
	Website
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