Make objective review of both sides of case:

Strengths and weaknesses of prosecution's case

Evidence needed to establish elements of crime
Strengths and weaknesses of each witness

· What can witness testify about?

· Does witness have good memory?

· Why are witnesses easily confused?

· Can a witness be impeached?

· How can a witness be rehabilitated?

· What are the problems with Hearsay Rule or other rules of evidence?

Physical evidence

· What can each item of evidence be used to establish?

· How was the item obtained?

· What testimony is needed to establish chain of possession?

· Is there a chance the evidence was tampered with either before or after police seized it?

· What are results of laboratory tests?

· Will expert witness be needed? Why or why not?
· Are there likely to be any Fourth Amendment challenges to the seizure of this item?

Strengths and weaknesses of defense case

· Assess anticipated testimony of each witness. 

· Review physical evidence defense is likely to introduce.

· Consider the testimony defense experts will probably give.

· Anticipate how defense will cross examine prosecution witnesses.

· Consider ways to impeach defense witnesses.

· Plan strategy to focus jury's attention of strengths of prosecution's case and weaknesses of defense case.

· Be ready for defense claims that the investigation was not conducted properly.

· Anticipate defense objections and alternate strategies that can be used.
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