[image: image1.jpg]% INTRODUCTION




[image: image8.jpg]G E O RG IA PEACH STATE PATHWAYS

Career, Technical, & Agricultural Education







PATHWAY:  
Law and Justice
COURSE:  

Law, Community Response and Policing
UNIT 8: 

Civil Law
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Annotation: 
Students will be introduced to civil law and procedures. The students will learn the function and terminology of the civil courts, and participate in a mock case.




Grade(s):  

	X
	9th

	X
	10th

	X
	11th

	X
	12th


Time:  
7 Hours
Author: 
John Reagan
Students with Disabilities:

For students with disabilities, the instructor should refer to the student's IEP to be sure that the accommodations specified are being provided. Instructors should also familiarize themselves with the provisions of Behavior Intervention Plans that may be part of a student's IEP. Frequent consultation with a student's special education instructor will be beneficial in providing appropriate differentiation.
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GPS Focus Standards: 
PS-LCRP-13

Students will examine the post trial process.

a. 
Identify the different appellate courts and their jurisdictions.
b. 
Evaluate a case for constitutional and legal challenges.

c. 
Debate correctional legal issues.

d. 
Compare the state and federal appeals process specific to capital punishment.

e. 
Justify their opinion on capital punishment.

PS-LCRP-14

Students will be able to define civil law and cite examples of the primary areas of civil law.

a. 
Define civil law.

b. 
Compare civil vs. criminal law.

c. 
Identify categories of civil law.

PS-LCRP-15

Students will identify the functions of civil lawsuits.

a. 
Compare all parties involved in a civil suit versus a criminal trial.

b. 
Indicate the primary purposes of civil lawsuits.

c. 
Describe the types of civil lawsuits.

PS-LCRP-16

Students will advocate for a particular issue in a mock civil hearing.

a. 
Conduct a mock civil hearing.

b. 
Describe the procedures involved.

c. 
Research Georgia’s statutes of limitations as they apply to civil law.
GPS Academic Standards:
ELA10RC2
The student participates in discussions related to curricular learning in all subject areas.
ELA10RC3
The student acquires new vocabulary in each content area and uses it correctly.

ELA10RC4
The student establishes a context for information acquired by reading across subject areas.

ELA10RL5
The student understands and acquires new vocabulary and uses it correctly in reading and 



writing.
ELA10W3
The student uses research and technology to support writing.

ELA12LSV1
The student participates in student-to-teacher, student-to-student, and group verbal 



interactions.
ELA12LSV2 
The student formulates reasoned judgments about written and oral communication in 



various media genres. The student delivers focused, coherent, and polished presentations 



that convey a clear and distinct perspective, demonstrate solid reasoning, and combine 



traditional rhetorical strategies of narration, exposition, persuasion, and description.

SSCG3

The student will demonstrate knowledge of the United States Constitution.

SSCG5

The student will demonstrate knowledge of the federal system of government described in 



the United States Constitution.
SSCG15

The student will explain the functions of the departments and agencies of the federal 



bureaucracy.
SSCG16

The student will demonstrate knowledge of the operation of the federal judiciary.

SSCG17

The student will demonstrate knowledge of the organization and powers of state and local 



government described in the Georgia Constitution.
SSCG22

The student will demonstrate knowledge of the criminal justice process.

SSWH21

The student will analyze globalization in the contemporary world.
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Enduring Understandings: 
The student will understand:
•
Difference between a Civil Court Case and a Criminal Court Case.
•
The issues of Civil Law.

•
The workings of the Civil Courts.
Essential Questions: 
•
How does Civil Law differ from Civil law? 
•
How can I protect my rights in court if I have been harmed?
•
When does an issue go to Civil Court instead of Criminal Court?

•
How is a Civil Law case conducted?
•
How does the Civil Rights Act apply to Police Officers?
Knowledge from this Unit:  
Students will be able to:
•
Identify the differences between Civil and Criminal Law.
•
Identify major categories of Civil Law.
•
Identify liability issues of Policing.
Skills from this Unit:  
Students will be able to:
•
Actively participate in a Mock Civil Trial.
•
Research a Civil Law Case.
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Assessment Method Type: 
	
	Pre-test

	
	Objective assessment - multiple-choice, true- false, etc.

	
	__ Quizzes/Tests

__ Unit test

	
	Group project

	
	Individual project

	
	Self-assessment - May include practice quizzes, games, simulations, checklists, etc.

	
	_x_ Self-check rubrics   

__ Self-check during writing/planning process

__ Journal reflections on concepts, personal experiences and impact on one’s life

__ Reflect on evaluations of work from teachers, business partners, and competition judges

__ Academic prompts

__ Practice quizzes/tests

	
	Subjective assessment/Informal observations

	
	__ Essay tests

__ Observe students working with partners

_x_ Observe students role playing

	
	Peer-assessment  

	
	_x_ Peer editing & commentary of products/projects/presentations using rubrics

__ Peer editing and/or critiquing

	
	Dialogue and Discussion

	
	__ Student/teacher conferences
__ Partner and small group discussions

__ Whole group discussions
__ Interaction with/feedback from community members/speakers and business partners

	
	Constructed Responses

	
	__ Chart good reading/writing/listening/speaking habits

__ Application of skills to real-life situations/scenarios

	
	Post-test
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•
LESSON 1:  STUDENTS WILL BE ABLE TO DEFINE CIVIL LAW AND IDENTIFY THE CATAGORIES

1.
Identify the standards. Standards should be posted in the classroom.

PS-LCRP-13

Students will examine the post trial process.

a. 
Identify the different appellate courts and their jurisdictions.
b. 
Evaluate a case for constitutional and legal challenges.

c. 
Debate correctional legal issues.

d. 
Compare the state and federal appeals process specific to capital punishment.

e. 
Justify their opinion on capital punishment.

PS-LCRP-14

Students will be able to define civil law and cite examples of the primary areas of civil law.

a. 
Define civil law.

b. 
Compare civil vs. criminal law.

c. 
Identify categories of civil law.

PS-LCRP-15

Students will identify the functions of civil lawsuits.

a. 
Compare all parties involved in a civil suit versus a criminal trial.

b. 
Indicate the primary purposes of civil lawsuits.

c. 
Describe the types of civil lawsuits.

PS-LCRP-16

Students will advocate for a particular issue in a mock civil hearing.

a. 
Conduct a mock civil hearing.

b. 
Describe the procedures involved.

c. 
Research Georgia’s statutes of limitations as they apply to civil law.
2.
Review Essential Question(s). Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 

•
How does Civil Law differ from Civil law? 
•
How can I protect my rights in court if I have been harmed?

3.
Identify and review the unit vocabulary. Terms may be posted on word wall.

	Plaintiff
	Tort
	Damages

	Defendant
	Litigants
	Jurisdiction


4.
Interest approach – Mental set


Begin a class discussion regarding the differences between Civil Court and the Criminal Court.

A.
Have the students create a graphic organizer, with two columns one for Civil Law and the other for     Criminal Law.  


•
Civil Law: person or entity is the plaintiff, compensation for harm or to get a party to fulfill duty, settle disputes between individuals; tort to Civil Law is the equivalent of a Crime to Criminal Law.


•
Criminal Law: Government brings case against defendant (government acts as plaintiff), conviction can lead to imprisonment loss of freedom, fines, and probation. It is not victim’s responsibility to bring case forward.

5.
The teacher should lead a discussion describing the categories of Civil Law. These can be recorded by student on their graphic organizer in the Civil Law column. Have students work in groups to identify actual cases for each category.




• 
Consumer law



•
International law 




• 
Agricultural law




•
Employment law




•
Animal law









•
Entertainment law




•
Business law




•
Family law




•
 Sports law




•
Tax law




•
International torts such as libel, slander, defamation of character 




•
Assault




•
Negligence

6.
For background information, use http://public.findlaw.com/library/legal-system/civil-vs-criminal-cases.html.
•
LESSON 2:  IDENTIFY THE FOCUS OF THE CIVIL LAW SUITS 

1.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 

•
When does an issue go to Civil Court instead of Criminal Court?

2.
Lead a general discussion on situations that will be taken to Civil Court instead of Criminal Court. Address the issue of Double Jeopardy, that a case can be both Criminal and Civil.
3. 
Have the students write an essay where they develop a hypothetical situation that would be a matter for the Civil Court rather than the Criminal Court. Example:




A homeowner hires a person to replace the roof on his house. The roofer agrees to replace the roof for payment of $8,000. The roofer begins the job but does not return to finish, leaving the roof half-way complete. Can the homeowner have the roofer arrested for stealing the $8,000? Should the homeowner have to use the roofer to finish the job or get the $8,000 returned?

•
LESSON 3:  STUDENT WILL ADVOCATE FOR A PARTICULAR ISSUE IN A MOCK CIVIL HEARING

1.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 


•
How is a Civil Law case conducted?
2.
Begin a discussion regarding what should happen during the Civil Trial. The students should be taught the steps of a trial. The plaintiff brings the case against the defendant. The steps of the Civil Trial are:


•
Choosing a Jury



•
Opening Statements



•
Witness testimony and Cross-Examination



•
Closing Arguments


•
Jury Instruction



•
Jury Deliberation and Verdict

3. 
Conduct a Mock Civil Trial. Assign roles to students. Access the Georgia Bar Association website to conduct the trial according to the standards of Georgia Mock Trial Competition. 



•
www.gabar.org


•
TAB “Young lawyer Division”



•
Click “High School Mock Trial Program”



•
Click “Mock Trial Materials”



•
Click “2010 Coaches Manual”
4.
The Georgia Bar Association 2010 Coaches Manual clearly explains the roles for the students in the Mock Trial. Included in the manual is an explanation of each step of the trial as well as a Rubric to grade the students during the Mock Trial. The students should be given a copy of the grading rubric prior to conducting the Mock Trial. 

•
LESSON 4: THE STUDENTS WILL APPLY CIVIL LAW TO LAW ENFORCEMENT

1.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 


•
How does the Civil Rights Act apply to Police Officers?
2.
Lead a discussion on how the Civil Courts can control the power of the government over the citizens. The students should write a reflection on the following case: 


•
Go to www.abanet.org


•
TAB “Public Resources”



•
Click “Public Education”



•
TAB “Teacher and Students”



•
Click “Lessons”



•
Click “High Schools”



•
Click “Color Conscious and color blind: A factor in Political Representation”

3. 
Discuss the top issues that may cause a Police Department to be sued by a Citizen. Discuss the issues of use of force, pursuit driving, and improper arrest. Discuss the need for officers and departments to carry liability insurance. Divide the class up into two teams. Have one team take part of the “pro” pursuit driving and the other “con” pursuit driving. After the teams formulate their arguments, have a debate of the issue.
•
NOTES & REFLECTION: 

•
Liability issues continue to be a leading factor for police officers and departments and the decisions that they make. The lesson should emphasize an understanding of the Civil Courts so the student can understand liability issues in an intelligent way.
•
Some students may take a strong interest in the mock trial and pursue a place on the Schools Mock Trial Team.

•
The teacher can have the sponsor of the School’s Mock Trial Team come in to speak to the class. Additionally, lawyers can be invited to speak on civil cases and liability.
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Web Resources:
•
http://public.findlaw.com/library/legal-system/civil-vs-criminal-case.html
•
www.gabar.org
•
www.abanet.org
Materials & Equipment: 
•
Computer with internet access
•
Paper and writing utensil
21st Century Technology Used: 
	
	Slide Show Software
	
	Graphing Software
	
	Audio File(s)

	
	Interactive Whiteboard
	
	Calculator
	x
	Graphic Organizer

	
	Student Response System
	
	Desktop Publishing 
	
	Image File(s)

	
	Web Design Software
	
	Blog
	
	Video

	
	Animation Software
	
	Wiki
	
	Electronic Game or Puzzle Maker

	
	Email
	x
	Website
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