Bean Can Technology

Divide the class into teams of approximately 3 to 5 students. Have each team select from a collection of a variety of canned fruits, vegetables, meats, or other consumables. Read the following scenario out loud:

Scenario:

You are an Intergalactic Archaeologist. You have beamed down to a new dig on a distant planet. In just a short time, you have uncovered these artifacts. From your instruments you have been able to determine that the contents are exactly what you believe them to be.

You must now make a list of as many things as you can think of regarding this lost civilization. What do you know about them? What can you guess? 

You will have 15 minutes to work as a group on your artifacts.  At the end of the time, a class discussion will be held to discuss the findings of what was discovered about the civilization. 

Note to Teacher:  

Responses can be varied. Students may pick up on many things from the labels such as languages, measurement systems, transportation, manufacturing, and dietary requirements to list a few. Students may even make a basis for the civilizations appearance, religion, or customs based on the can’s label or contents. Allow “out of the box” assumptions as many times in the past such assumptions have been made based solely on the information retrieved at one site, only to have to revise opinions after additional findings have been made.

Discussions at the end of the activity should explore what the students discovered as well as what might have gone unnoticed. With regard to manufacturing and food, be sure to make the connection between technology and the growth, harvesting, processing, transporting, storage, and consumption of food products and how it has enabled our civilization to become more technologically advanced than ever before.

