“I Robot” by Isaac Asimov
Chapter Four – Catch That Rabbit
Characters:  In a couple of sentences, give a brief bio of each character listed below.

Mike Donovan: 

Gregory Powell: 
Robot DV: 
“The Fingers”:  

DV-5-2:  

Vocabulary:

Write a complete definition for each word. 
Asteroid:
Copious:
Fortuitous:
Initiative:
Lucid:
Ponderous: 
Answer each of the following in complete sentences.

What is an asteroid, and where are they found?
Why doesn’t sound travel in space?  What conditions would be required for sound to travel there?

What element were the robots supposed to be mining?

The term “slide-rule-boys” is mentioned a few times.  Why is that term no longer used?  Create a slang that would be appropriate for today.
(It is the use of these and other pieces of equipment that I enjoy reading about in early science fiction.  The writers can envision going into space in a rocket, and having robots with positronic brains no larger than a human brain, but they did not foresee a computer/calculator that could be small enough to fit into a human hand.)

Quotes of the day:   "I think there is possibly a world market for maybe five computers." Thomas Watson, IBM Chairman, 1943  

"Computers in the future may weigh no more than 1.5 tons." Popular Mechanics, 1949
“No computer will need more than one megabyte of memory.” Bill Gates, 1981

Early computers would take up a whole room and weigh thousands of pounds! Why were they so heavy and bulky?  Check out the following link and you may find the answer.  

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aso/databank/entries/dt45en.html 
http://inventors.about.com/library/weekly/aa060298.htm?once=true& 

1. What year was ENIAC built and used? ___________________ 

2. What do the letters stand for? E _____________ N _____________ I ___________ A 

_______________ C _______________ 

3. The main use for the computer was to:  

4. How much did it weigh? 

http://www.pbs.org/transistor/science/events/vacuumt.html 
1. What does a vacuum tube look like?

2. Define Vacuum: 

3. Who made the vacuum tube also known as a Diode? 

4. What year did this person invent it? 

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aso/databank/entries/dt47tr.html 
1. What does a transistor look like?   

2. The transistor was invented in the year ____________ by ____________ in _____________.
3. How did using transistors reduce the size of computers? 

4. IBM introduced the first transistorized computer in what year? 

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aso/databank/entries/dt71mi.html 

1. The integrated circuit also known as the "chip" was invented in the year _________ by ________________.
2. The following people started the company known as Intel  :  ___________________, 

_______________________, and __________________ in the year _________.   

3. The first microprocessor was called _________________________ and was invented in the year 

      ________ . 

4. The chip improved quickly over time, became more powerful, and cheaper, this lead to the 

            invention of the _____________    ______________. 

