“I Robot” by Isaac Asimov
Chapter Two – Runaround
Characters:  In a couple of sentences, give a brief bio of each character listed below.

Dr. Susan Calvin: 
Mike Donovan: 
Gregory Powell: 

Speedy: 
Vocabulary: Write a complete definition for each word. 
Albedo:
Aplomb:
Centigrade:
Crystalline:
Mahout:
Monotonous:
Syllogism:
I would like for you to remember that when this story was written, in the 1940’s, man had not set foot on the moon, flown on a rocket, launched a satellite, or even started agencies like NASA. Asimov used his scientific knowledge and imagination to predict what it would be like in the future, with very little fact to support his theory. This particular story takes place in the year 2015. Do you think we will even try to reach Mercury, or will we still be trying to land on Mars, or maybe even back on the moon again? What will it cost? Is it worth the efforts? Back to the story…
Describe what an “Insosuit” is.
Donovan and Powell are after selenium in an attempt to repair their photo cells and make them work. Why? What are some current uses for selenium?

Periodic Table of the Elements:  http://www.webelements.com/ 

Use the periodic table and look up the elements and give at least two ways that they are used on Earth with our current technology. 
	Find the Element
	What is it’s

Atomic Number
	What State of Matter?
	Is it found on the planet Mercury?
	What are some uses for this element on planet Earth?

	Bismuth


	
	
	
	

	Gallium


	
	
	
	

	Iodine


	
	
	
	

	Mercury
(element)

	
	
	
	

	Potassium


	
	
	
	


Short Essay:  In a few sentences, address each of the following.

The second and third laws: Speedy is running around in circles. Why? Why are they stopping him from completing his mission? Use quotes from the text, giving page references.

Compare Asimov’s Mercury in his story to the info we have about the planet today. 

Links about Mercury: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mercury_(planet) 

http://starchild.gsfc.nasa.gov/docs/StarChild/solar_system_level2/mercury.html 

http://www.solarsystem.org.uk/mercury/ 

http://www.space.com/mercury/ 

http://www.spacetoday.org/SolSys/Mercury/Mercury.html 

http://solarsystem.nasa.gov/planets/profile.cfm?Object=Mercury 
and many others.

	Asimov 
	Mercury
	Current Info

	_______Centigrade / (Kelvin - 273=C)
	Surface Temperature – Sunny side
	_______Centigrade / (Kelvin - 273=C)

	Not specified
	Surface Temperature – Shady side
	_______Centigrade / (Kelvin - 273=C)

	
	Describe the surface of Mercury
	

	
	Volcanic Activity?
	

	
	The Atmosphere
	

	
	How much would you weigh on Mercury? How does that compare to the moon?
	


