A look at our community

Materials needed

· Map of your county or city (including major roads, water sources, and any other natural resources

· Chart paper or posterboard

· Various colored pencils or markers

Instructions:


Students will first need to draw an outline of their county or city.  They should then draw the major roads and interstates going through their county/city using one color marker.  In blue, have them identify any major water sources.

Students should then use one color to identify all of the retail locations and a few of the major stores (e.g. Wal-Mart, Kroger, Publix, a Mall, car dealership, restaurants, etc).
Students should then use another color to identify service companies including hair salons, law offices, banks, hospitals, etc.

Students should use another color to identify any manufacturing businesses in the area.  

Students will use other colors to identify the schools, government offices (court house), police department, etc.

Students will then identify at least two major neighborhoods on their maps, possibly more.

Once completed, put the title on your map (the name of your community) and put your names on the back.
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Once completed, students should answer the following questions about their community:

1. How many different types of zones are there in your community?
2. Which areas in your community are more appealing than others to entrepreneurs? Why?

3. Are there any businesses that have “oversaturated” your community?

4. Are there any businesses that your community is lacking?

5. What areas need improvement? 

6. How do those areas need to be improved?

7. Which areas in your community are cheaper to rent? How can you tell?

8. For the business that you have selected, where would you most likely choose for your location? Why?

A Look at Our Community Rubric

	CATEGORY
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Title
	Title tells the purpose/content of the map, is clearly distinguishable as the title (e.g. larger letters, underlined, etc), and is printed at the top of the map.
	Title tells the purpose/content of the map and is printed at the top of the map.
	Title tells the purpose/content of the map, but is not located at the top of the map.
	Purpose/content of the map is not clear from the title.

	Labels & Features - Neatness
	90-100% of the labels/features can be read easily.
	89-80% of the labels/features can be read easily.
	79-70% of the labels/features can be read easily.
	Less than 70% of the labels/features can be read easily.

	Neatness of Color and Lines
	All straight lines are ruler-drawn, all errors have been neatly corrected and all features are colored completely.
	All straight lines are ruler-drawn, most errors have been neatly corrected and most features are colored completely.
	Most straight lines are ruler-drawn, most errors have been neatly corrected and most features are colored completely.
	Many lines, corrections of errors, and/or features are not neatly done.

	Knowledge Gained
	When shown a blank base map, the student can rapidly and accurately label at least 10 features.
	When shown a blank base map, the student can rapidly and accurately label 8-9 features.
	When shown a blank base map, the student can rapidly and accurately label 6-7 features.
	When shown a blank base map, the student can rapidly and accurately label fewer than 6 features.

	Labels - Accuracy
	At least 90% of the items are labeled and located correctly.
	80-89% of the items are labeled and located correctly.
	79-70% of the items are labeled and located correctly.
	Less than 70% of the items are labeled and located correctly.


