Odds against playing college and pro ball

By Mike Fields  (5/9/08)

Attention all you parents who think your little Johnny or Jenny is going to grow up to play NCAA or professional sports: Make sure your kids are hitting the books more often than they’re hitting a curveball. Make sure they’re focusing on their GPA more than their PPG.

I came across some interesting numbers in a recent issue of STACK magazine, which is targeted at high school athletes:

BASEBALL
134,477 – number of high school seniors playing baseball

8,219 — number of NCAA freshman positions in baseball

600 – number of NCAA athletes drafted into pro baseball

9.4% – percentage of NCAA athletes who transition into pro baseball

.45% – percentage of high school athletes who eventually transition to pro baseball

BASKETBALL

156,096 – number of high school seniors playing boys’ high school basketball

4,735 — number of NCAA freshman positions in men’s basketball

3% – percentage of athletes who transition from high school to NCAA basketball

44 — number of NCAA athletes who transition into pro basketball

.03% — percentage of high school athletes who eventually make it to pro basketball

FOOTBALL
306,227 — number of high school seniors playing football

17,501 — number of NCAA freshman positions in football

3% – percentage of athletes who transition from high school to NCAA footbal

250 — number of NCAA athletes drafted into pro football

.08% — percentage of high school athletes who eventually transition to pro football

