Fashion Marketing Vocabulary List

Absorbency – Ability to take up moisture

Acetate – A silky, synthetic fiber made from cellulose acetate; drapes well but wrinkles easily

Acrylic – Synthetic fiber made from acrylic resins; wrinkle resistant and quick drying

A-line – Triangular-shape dress which is narrow at the neckline and flares to the hemline, resembling the letter A

Alterations – Adjustments to a garment so that it fits a particular customer

Angel Sleeve – A long, flowing sleeve often found on loungewear and formal dresses

Applique – A design cut from different fabric and sewn to a garment

Arch – The highest point on the underside of and individual’s foot

Armhole – The opening in the top of a garment through which the wearer’s arm is inserted

Art Linen – Plain-weave linen fabric of closely woven, round threads; used for embroidery, dresses and table linens

Ascot – A wide necktie or scarf looped over once and generally held in place by a stickpin

Ascot Neckline – A neckline with a long matching scarf attached to the center back; the scarf is brought to the front looped

Asymmetric – A design with informal balance (e.g., a dress which sweeps to the side, has a side closing, or covers only one shoulder)

Bad Check – A check which the bank will not pay because the check has been altered, improperly written or the check writer does not have enough money in the bank to cover the amount of the check

Baggies – Full-cut pants with tapering legs

Balmacaan –A loose-fitting coat with raglan sleeves and a small collar

Bangle Bracelet – Narrow, rigid band which slides on over the hand

Bank Cards – A type of credit issued by banks which enables cardholders to make purchases nationwide (e.g., VISA and MasterCard)

Basic Dress – A plain dress made to be worn with different types of accessories

Basket Weave – Fabric is made by weaving together two or more warp and filling yarns

Basting Stitch – Long stitches used to hold layers of fabric together until the final stitching can be done

Bateau – A boat-shaped neckline slit to the shoulders and high in front and back 

Batiste – A plain-woven, fine cotton fabric

Beads – Pearls, gems, or other materials strung on some kind of cord, thread or chain to be worn around the neck

Bell-Bottoms – Pants fitted at the knee and flared into a wide bell at the ankle

Bell Skirt - Full skirt which flares at the hem in a bell shape

Bell Sleeve – A narrow sleeve which flares at the lower edge like a bell

Benefits – Reasons why a person would enjoy the features of an item

Beret – A soft, flat hat usually made of wool

Bermuda/Walking Shorts – Close-fitting shorts that extend to slightly above the kneecap

Bertha Collar – A large collar falling softly from the neckline over the shoulders

Bias-Cut Skirt – A skirt cut on the bias, or diagonal, weave of the fabric

Bib Necklace – A multi-strand necklace that forms a bib shape

Bishop Sleeve – A full sleeve gathered to a band at the wrist

Black Tie – A black bow tie worn with a dinner jacket or tuxedo

Blazer – A single-breasted, tailored jacket, often with metal buttons and/or an insignia; worn with contrasting skirt or pants

Bleaching – Removing natural color, stains and discolorations from yarns and fabrics by various methods

Blind Check – A procedure for listing goods received in a shipment without referring to an invoice or purchase order

Blind Stitch – To attach invisibly by an over and under stitch

Blouson – An overblouse gathered into a band at the waistline

Blue Jeans – Western design pants made of denim or other fabrics with double stitching and several pockets

Boater – A man’s stiff straw hat with a low, flat crown, a brim and a ribbon band

Boater Tie – A four-in-hand tie which is shorter than a regular four-in-hand tie and usually had squared ends rather than pointed ends and is tied with a large knot

Bodice – The part of a dress above the waistline

Bodyshirt – A fitted shirt with seams tapered to fit the body closely

Bodysuit – Tight-fitting, knit, one-piece undergarment which includes long sleeves and long legs

Bolero – Woman’s waist-length jacket worn open in front; may have sleeves or be sleeveless and often has embroidery

Bolo Tie – A thin cord tie held by a metal slide; usually worn with western attire

Bonnet – A soft hat, usually with some type of brim and a ribbon that ties under the chin

Boots – Any closed shoe which extends above the ankle; height may range from just above the ankle up to the upper thigh

Boucle – A nubbed fabric that is woven from curled yarn, resulting in a loopy surface with a springy feel

Bound Buttonhole – Buttonhole with edges finished with fabric rather than stitching 

Bound Seam – Any seam whose edges are enclosed in seam binding

Bow Neckline – A neckline with a band which extends into long ties that are used to form a bow 

Bow Tie – A narrow tie with either squared or shaped ends that slips under the shirt collar and is tied in a bow in front

Box Handling – A hard-sided bag shaped like a box or rectangle with a handle on the top

Boxer Shorts – Loose-legged underwear

Boys’ Sizes – Sizes for boys who are between six and 14 years old

Bracelet – Ornamental band or circle worn around the wrist or the ankle

Bracelet Sleeve – A three-quarter length fitted sleeve

Braid – Woven band or trim used for decoration or binding

Braiding – A form of fabric construction in which three or more yarn strands are interlaced so that each one passes over and under one or more of the others

Brannock Device – The tool used to measure the foot in order to determine correct shoe size

Brassiere – An undergarment used to shape and support the bust; bra

Breton – A woman’s hat with medium-sized, rolled-up brim all around it

Briefs – Snug fitting, very short underwear

Broadcloth – A medium-weight cotton fabric that has a plain, tight weave with small crosswise ribs

Brocade – A heavy fabric of satin weave with raised design; woven on Jacquard loom

Brogue – A heavy oxford with decorative stitching, perforation or pinking

Brooch – An ornament with a pin fastener to attach it to clothing

Bubble Skirt – A skirt which is gathered at the waist and also tapered in at the hem to give a rounded look

Business Check – Check written by a business on the business’ bank account

Business Wear – Clothing acceptable for wearing to work

Buster Brown Collar – A starched, round white collar originally worn by little boys and later adapted to women’s fashions

Butcher Linen – Heavyweight linen fabric in plain weave; widely imitated in synthetic fibers

Buttonhole – Opening for button to go through

Buttons – Fasteners made to slip through a buttonhole or loop; they may be functional or added for decoration

Buying Change – The process of exchanging one denomination of money for an equal value of another denomination

Cabled Yarns – Yarns made by twisting ply yarns together

Caftan – A long, coat-like garment that features embroidery around a slit neckline 

Calendering – Pressing fabric between rollers to make it smooth and glossy

Cambric – Fine, closely woven, plain-weave cotton or linen fabric with high thread count; used for handkerchiefs

Camisole Neckline – A neckline cut straight across the top of the bust with straps over the shoulders

Canvas, Sailcloth – A heavyweight cotton fabric that has plain or basket weave made with closely woven, heavy yarns

Cap Sleeve – A short extension of the shoulder area of a dress or blouse to cover the shoulder

Cape – A sleeveless outer garment which hangs loosely and is fastened in the front

Cape Collar – A circular-cut collar which extends over the shoulders

Capri Pants – Tight-fitting long pants of three-quarter length

Car Coat – A hip-length or three-quarter length coat

Cardigan Neckline – A plain, round, collarless neckline opening at the front, with or without buttons

Cardigan Sweaters – A coat-style sweater which buttons in the front

Carding – The process of removing extraneous materials and short fibers from textiles when making yarn

Cash Drawer – The part of the cash register in which money is stored

Cash Drawer Compartment – A division of the cash drawer used to separate denominations of money; cash drawers are usually divided into ten compartments

Cash on Delivery (COD) – A type of sale in which a customer pays for merchandise when it is delivered rather than when it is purchased

Cash Refund – Money paid to the customer in exchange for merchandise returned

Casual Clothing – Comfortable clothing designed for informal occasions and leisure

Chain – A cord-like necklace made of metal links

Chambray – A medium-weight cotton fabric that has a fine, plain weave with a linen-like finish made by using colored warp with white filling yarns

Chanel Suit – A woman’s suit with a collarless, braid-trimmed jacket originally designed by Coco Chanel

Change Fund – The money placed in the cash drawer at the beginning of each work day or shift to enable cashiers to make change easily

Charm Bracelet – A type of bracelet with individual small pendants, or charms, hung from the links of the bracelet

Check – A written order authorizing a bank to pay money from the check writer’s account to another party

Checking – Inspecting the merchandise that has been received to verify quantity and quality

Chemise – Straight-cut dress with no waistline and no darts

Chesterfield – A tailored, semi-fitted coat, either single or double breasted with a center seam in the back, notched lapels, and a velvet collar

Chiffon – A silk or synthetic fabric that is sheer and has a plain weave; used for evening wear and blouses

Children’s Sizes – Sizes for boys or girls between two and a half and six years old

Chinese/Mandarin Collar – Narrow band-type collar the stands up around the neckline

Choker – A necklace that fits around the neck snugly

Circular Skirt – A skirt cut from a circle of fabric

Classic Fashion – Styles that are accepted by the majority of people and remain in fashion for a long time

Clip-on Tie – Any tie that is already tied and fastens to the collar with a metal clip

Cloche – A woman’s close-fitting, deep crowned hat worn pulled down almost to the eyebrows

Clog – Shoe with a thick platform sole which is often made of cork or wood

Club Tie – A tie made of fabric embroidered with small emblems

Clutch Handbag – Any bag that has no handle and must be carried under the arm or in the hand

Coachman’s Coat – A double-breasted style with fitted waistline, large lapels and flared skirt

Coat Dress – Dress made in coat style with fitted waistline, large lapels and flared skirt

Cocktail Dress – A short evening dress also appropriate for formal afternoon wear

COD Charges – Handling charges based on the weight of the merchandise for COD sales

Coins – Metallic money

Collar – Extra piece of fabric attached to the neckline

Combing – The process of taking out the shortest fibers before spinning yarns

Conservative – Preferring established traditions; resistant to change

Continental Suit – A man’s suit style with a natural shoulder, easy-fitting jacket and narrow, tapered slacks

Convertible Collar – A shirt collar which can be worn with the neckline buttoned or opened

Corduroy – A heavyweight cotton fabric that has striped pile weave; filling yarns float over several warp yarns and are cut and brushed to form a contrasting, lengthwise ridge

Cotton – A natural fiber that comes from the boll of the cotton plant; cotton fabrics are comfortable, absorbent, easy to clean

Counterfeit – Fake; an imitation of something, such as money, bonds, etc., created illegally for the purpose of cheating others

Course – Horizontal rows of stitches in knitted fabric

Cowboy/Stetson – A large, felt hat with broad brim and a high crown

Cowl Collar – A loose, draped neckline with fabric in the collar cut on the bias and draped softly across the chest or the back

Crash – Loosely woven linen or linen-blend fabric or irregular yarns, giving it an uneven texture

Cravat – Man’s wide tie or neckcloth worn with a morning coat

Credit Card Bulletin – A weekly list of credit card account numbers which should be checked before a charge sale is completed; may list stolen cards, past-due accounts or account numbers for which problems have been corrected

Credit Refund – Reimbursement given to the customer by crediting the customer’s account for the full amount of merchandise returned

Crepe – A light, soft fabric of silk, cotton, wool or other fibers that has a crinkled effect, made with highly-twisted yarns in warp, filling or both

Crew Neckline – A round neckline that hugs the throat; frequently used on sweaters

Cuboid – A bone on the side and toward the back of an individual’s foot

Cuff Links – Ornamental disks with a connecting link used in place of buttons to fasten French cuffs

Cuffed Pants – Pants which are turned up at the bottom to form a cuff

Culottes – Full pants which are designed to look like a skirt

Cummerbund – A wide fabric belt, either pleated lengthwise or smooth, which fastens in the back

Currency – Paper money

Cutaway – Man’s black or oxford-gray coat for formal wear which features a one-button opening, peaked lapels, and tails that taper from the waist in front to the bend of the knee in the back

Damask – A firm, rich, twilled fabric of any natural or manmade fiber; intricately woven design

Dart – A V-shaped tuck used to help shape the fabric of a garment to the contours of the body

DECA - A vocational student organization that is an integral part of marketing education

Daytime Wear – Clothing appropriate for daytime activities; generally conservative in cut and fabric

Denim – A heavyweight cotton fabric that has warp-faced, twill weave of yarn-dyed cotton; used for sportswear and work clothes

Denomination – The value assigned money (e.g., pennies, quarters, $1 bills, and $20 bills)

Derby/Bowler – A man’s felt hat with a hard, domed crown and a narrow brim turned up at the sides

Detail – The fine points or design features that give style and interest to a basic garment 

Dickey – A detachable shirt front, with or without a collar

Dinner Jacket – A man’s formal single- or double-breasted coat often worn with contrasting pants

Dinner/Cocktail Ring – A large, decorative ring for dressy occasions

Direct Check – A checking method which compares the goods received in a shipment with the goods listed on the invoice

Dirndl – A dress with a gathered skirt and tight-fitted bodies

Dobby Weave – Small patterns are formed in the fabric as it is woven

Doeskin – A wool fabric that has a tight, satin weave with a napped finish to imitate doeskin leather

Dolman Sleeve – A sleeve that resembles a cape from the back because it is very wide at the armhole (extending almost to the waist) and fitted from the elbow to the wrist

Dotted Swiss – A lightweight cotton fabric into which dots have been woven

Doubled-Breasted – Overlapping front pieces of a garment; fastened by two rows of buttons

Drape – The way in which fabric hangs or falls

Drawee – The bank in which the depositor’s account is kept

Drawer – The person or business writing the check

Dress Shirt – A traditional man’s shirt worn with a suit

Dressmaker Suit – Women’s softly tailored suit with fine details

Drop – The difference in inches between the chest measurement and the waist measurement in men’s suits

Duffle – A handbag shaped like cylinder, carried on its side with short handles

Dyeability/Colorfastness – Ability of fibers to absorb dyes and hold the color over time and washing

Dyes – Colors used to tint fabric

Earrings – Any type of ornament worn on the ears

Edwardian Jacket – A fitted, fingertip-length jacket with high, notched lapels

Elasticity – Ability to stretch and return to original shape

Elbow-Length Sleeve – A sleeve that ends at the elbow

Embroidery/Fancy Work – Stitching made with decorative thread to add trim

Empire – Dress with a high waistline located just under the bustline

Endorsement – The signature of the payee on the back of the check

Envelope – A flat square or rectangle handbag with a top flap; may be any size and may have a handle

Epaulets – Shoulder trimming; usually a band secured with a button

Espadrille – A canvas, slip-on shoe with a braided rope sole

Eton Collar – A large, stiff collar with widespread points

Even Exchange – The replacement of merchandise with merchandise of an equal price

Evening Bag – Any dressy bag carried by women for formal or semiformal occasions; usually small

Evening Wear – Clothing such as cocktail dresses and tuxedos appropriate for formal evening activities

Expiration Date – The date after which an item may no longer be used

Extensibility – Ability to stretch without tearing

Extension – The total cost of each quantity of merchandise purchased; calculated by multiplying the quantity purchased by the price per unit

Eyelet – Small, round, embroidered hole in the fabric of the garment, used for lacings or as decoration

Fabric Construction – The mechanical and chemical processes of forming fabrics from raw materials

Fabric Properties – The facts about the way a fabric feels, wears and reacts to use

Facings – Pieces of fabric cut to match the edges of a garment, stitched to the garment, with right sides together, and turned inside to finish the edges

Fads – Styles that are short-lived fashions; usually accepted by a large group of people for a short period of time

Faille – A fine silk fabric that is closely woven with crosswise ribs and lustrous finish 

Fashion – Styles that are currently accepted and used by a certain group of people

Fashion Accessories – Items such as belts, ties, handbags or gloves which are chosen to complement an outfit 

Features – Specific characteristics of an item

Fedora - Soft felt hat with a lengthwise crease in the crown and a rolled brim

Felting Process – Matting fibers with pressure, heat and moisture into a fabric without use of yarn

Fiber – The basis unit from which textiles yarns are spun

Figure or Body Types – The categories into which men’s and women’s figures or shapes are divided (e.g. juniors or misses fro women, portly or short fro men)

Filaments – Another term fro threads or fibers

Filling – Yarns running crosswise in a woven fabric

Flat-Felled Seam – Seam made by stitching fabric edges together on the right side, trimming one side, turning the raw edge of he untrimmed edge down over the trimmed edge, and sewing two rows of stitching on the outside.

Flannel – Plain or twill-weave fabric characterized by a soft, napped surface on one or both sides

Flap Pocket – A tailored pocket with a flap over the opening

Flares – Pants with a slight flare at the bottom

Floor Limit – A ceiling set by the issuer of the credit card on the amount the customer may charge without obtaining special authorization

Flounce – A gathered or pleated piece of fabric sewn to a garment.

Focal Point – The part of an outfit which attracts the observer by color, size, texture, etc.

Formal Gown – A long dress in an elegant fabric worn for formal occasions

Four-in-hand – Traditional, long necktie which goes around the neck and may be tied in front in different kinds of knots

French Cuffs – Double cuffs that are turned back and closed with a cuff link

French Seam – Seam made by stitching the fabric edges together from the right side, trimming the edges, turning the edges to the wrong side, and stitching again to conceal the raw edges

Frogs – Ornamental looped fasteners made of braid or cording used to close garments

Full Cut – Size range for men with a husky build

Fulling – A finishing process for wool fabrics which cleans and condenses the wool fibers and preshrinks the wool fabric

Fullness – Extra fabric to give a loose look and to provide shape and comfort

Functional – Designed to fill a specific role or to be used in a certain situation

Gabardine – Tightly woven, warp-faced twill of cotton, wool or rayon with a hard finish

Garment – Any major item of clothing

Garment Construction – The manufacturing of clothing; sewing

Garter Belt – Band worn around the waist or hips with garters to hold up stockings

Gathered Skirt – A skirt which is gathered and attached to a waistband

Gathers – Fullness created in fabric by pulling up the fabric along lines of stitching

Gaucho Pants – Wide, calf-length, women’s pants that resemble a skirt

Gauntlet – A slip-on glove with a generously flaring cuff

Gauze – A sheer cotton fabric that has an open weave with widely spaced yarns

Generic Name – A name for a group of items that have the same general qualities (e.g., polyester)

Georgette – A silk fabric that is highly creped and sheer; used for dresses and blouses

Ghillie – A woman’s shoe featuring long laces which cross the instep, circle the ankle and sometimes the leg

Gift Certificate – Form issued by a store listing the dollar amount which a customer can apply toward a future purchase

Gingham – Plain, tight weave of yarn-dyed cotton forming checks, plaids or stripes; usually sized and calendered for a firm, lustrous finish

Girdle – An elasticized undergarment for women used to smooth the shape of the body and to support stockings

Girls’ Sizes – Sizes for girls who are between six and 14 years old

Glass Fibers – Fibers made from such minerals as limestone, borax and silica sand which have been fused into glass; good insulating qualities but very sensitive to wear

Glove Length – Glove length is designated by the number if buttons (e.g., a one-button glove is wrist length, a six-button glove extends halfway to the elbow and a 16-button glove goes above the elbow).

Godet – A triangular piece of fabric set into a garment to give extra fullness

Gored Skirt – Skirt made of shaped pieces sewn together so that it is fitted at the waist and flared at the bottom

Gores – Triangular-shaped pieces of fabric inserted in a garment to add fullness to certain sections of the garment

Grosgrain – A heavy silk or rayon fabric with narrow ribs 

Gusset – Diamond-shaped piece of fabric sewn into an underarm seam

Half-Sizes – Clothing size range for women who are shorter and heavier than average

Half-Slip – A slip that hangs from the waist

Halter – A top that leaves the shoulders bare except for a strap or band around the neck

Hand – Feel of the fabric

Harem Pants – Very full pants gathered at the waist and into bands at the bottom of each leg

Harem Skirt – A draped skirt whose hem is gathered and attached to an underlining which is shorter than the outer skirt

Harmony – In fashion, putting clothing and accessories together to provide a coordinated, well-proportioned fashion look

Haute Couture – Styles that are usually produced and sold in small quantities at high prices; high fashion

Heel – The part of a shoe which is under the wearer’s heel

Highrise Pants – Pants which have a waistline two to three inches above the natural waistline

Hip-huggers – Pants with the waistline two to four inches below the natural waistline

Homburg – Man’s stiff felt hat with lengthwise crease in the crown and a rolled brim

Homespun – A heavyweight cotton fabric that has a loosely woven, plain weave made with coarse, uneven yarns to look like handwoven textiles

Hook and Eye – Fastener consisting of a hook and a loop used to hold two sections of a garment together

Hue – The name of a color such as blue, brown, etc.

Imprinter – Device used to copy customer information from a credit card onto a credit slip

Infant’s Sizes – Sizes to fit a child from birth to the time he/she learns to walk

Installment Payments – Payments which are to be made in equal amounts over a specified period of time

Instep – The highest point on the top of an individual’s foot

Insufficient Funds – Not enough money in a bank account to cover a check

Intensity – The concentration, or depth, of color

Interfacing – Fabric placed between the garment fabric and the facing to lend extra body to the garment

Invoice – The itemized bill enclosed with a shipment of merchandise or mailed separately to the purchaser

Ivy League Suit – A man’s suit with a three-button jacket, natural shoulders, narrow lapels and narrow trousers

Jabot – Standing band collar with ruffles attached to hang down the front of the bodice

Jacket Dress – A basic dress with a matching or contrasting jacket

Jacquard Weave – Fabric is made on a loom which uses a pattern on a punched card to create large, intricate designs

Jamaica Shorts – Shorts which come mid-thigh

Jerkin/Vest – A short, sleeveless, garment designed to be worn over a shirt or blouse

Jersey – Plain- or rib-knitted fabric of cotton, wool or synthetics; lightweight and used in dresses, sportswear and underwear

Jewel Neckline – A plain neckline that circles the neck at the base of the throat
Johnny – A small collar used for women’s shirts

Jumper – A sleeveless, full-length garment which is usually worn over a blouse or sweater

Jumpsuit – One-piece outfit combining shirt and trousers

Junior Sizes – Clothing size range for women who are short-waisted and have a mature figure

Keyhole – A round neckline with a keyhole design cut out at center front

Kick Pleat – Single pleat at the back or front of a narrow skirt to provide walking room

Kimono – A one-piece garment which wraps around the body and is held together by wide sash

Kimono Sleeve – A wide sleeve cut as part of a total garment and seamed down the outer and under arm

Knee Socks – Foot coverings which come to the knee

Knee-High Hose – Stockings which come to the knee and have an elasticized band at the top

Knitting – The process of using needles to interlock loops of yarn into fabric

Lace – Delicate openwork of threads which forma decorative pattern; used for trim on lingerie, collars, dresses, etc. 

Lacemaking – The process of knotting, looping, braiding, twisting or stitching yarns to form an open-work fabric known as lace

Lap Seam – Simple seam used to join leather by placing the edges of the leather together and top-stitching

Lapels – Parts of the collar at the front that turn back over the bodice or chest

Lavaliere – A chain, cord or ribbon necklace with a dangling pendant

Layaway – A type of sale in which merchandise is removed from the sales floor and held be the business until the customer pays the outstanding balance

Layaway Agreement – Form signed by a customer requesting that merchandise by held on layaway; specifics time limitation, down payment and outstanding balance

Leisure – Free, unoccupied time in which a person may indulge in some form of rest or recreation

Line – The silhouette or design of a garment; also, the total collection of items by one designer or manufacturer

Linen – A natural fiber that comes from the stalk of the flax plant; linen fabrics wear well but wrinkle easily

Lingerie – Women’s undergarments and sleepwear

Lining – Fabric cut from the same pattern pieces as the garment and installed inside the garment to provide a smooth interior finish

Loafer – A slip-on casual shoe similar to a moccasin but with a separate sole and heel

Locket – A small case, usually containing a picture, which hangs around the neck on a chain, cord or ribbon

Long – Size range for men of average build who are taller than 5’11”

Long Sleeve – Any sleeve style that reaches one-half inch below the wrist joint

Loungewear – Any type of suitcases, trunks or other baggage

Luggage – Any kind of suitcases, trunks or other baggage 

Luster – Gloss of sheen

Machine-Worked Buttonhole – Buttonhole made on a sewing machine

Mackinaw – A wool fabric made of coarse, heavy yarns, often woven in distinctive plaids, which are heavily napped or felted to keep in body warmth; used for heavy jackets and coats; also, the jacket made from mackinaw fabric

Manmade Fibers – Fibers created from combinations of the chemical elements or by chemically processing natural materials such as wood pulp

Mannequin – A full-sized model of the human body, male or female, used to display items of clothing

Marking – Attaching the price and other information such as date received, cost, department number, size, color and style to merchandise before it is put on the selling floor

Martingale – A half belt or strap generally placed on the back of a jacket or coat

Mary Jane – Shoe for girls or women having a low heel, rounded toe and a single strap crossing the instep

Maxi – An ankle-length or floor-length skirt

Men’s Clothing – A category which includes suits, coats and outerwear

Men’s Furnishings – A category which includes ties, shirts, socks, underwear, sleepwear, robes and accessories

Mercerization – Treatment of cotton with caustic soda and hot water to preshrink, strengthen and add luster

Merchandise Exchange – The replacement of merchandise with different merchandise

Metallic – Lightweight, synthetic fiber made from metals; used as a decorative yarn

Midi – A skirt which reaches mid-calf length

Middy – Dress with a sailor’s collar that is square in back and forms a V in front

Millinery – Any type of head covering

Miniskirt – A short skirt ending from four to 12 inches above the knee

Misses Sizes – Clothing size range for women with a normal, mature figure

Mitten – A type of glove with a thumb but no separate fingers

Moccasin – A flat, casual shoe for men or women adapted from the style worn by American Indians; it has no separate heel but usually has laces

Modacrylic – Synthetic fiber made from resins; similar to acrylics; flame resistant

Money Order – A kind of check which can be purchased from a bank or post office by anyone; it can be cashed only by the individual or business whose name is given as the payee

Multiple Pricing – Pricing merchandise in quantity lots (e.g., 2 for $.95, etc.)

Muslin – A medium-weight cotton fabric that has a plain weave similar to percale but not so finely woven

Nap – A fuzzy surface on fabric created by brushing the surface; garments of napped fabric should be made with the nap running in the same direction so that color and appearance will be uniform

Natural Fibers – All the fibers obtained from plants or animals

Necklace – Any type of jewelry worn around the neck

Neckline – The area of the garment which fits around the neck

Netting – A form of fabric construction in which yarns are knitted or fused at their crossing points to produce different kinds of net fabric

Nightgown – A loose gown for sleeping

Notch – A V-shaped cut into the seam allowance to allow the seam to lie flat around a curve in a garment

Notched Lapels – Slanted lapels with a notch at the point where the lapel meets the collar

Novelty Yarns – Different diameters, colors or textures of yarn combined

Nylon – A synthetic fiber made from polyamide compounds; strong, elastic, washes

Obi – A broad, Japanese-style sash which circles the waist twice and is then tied

Olefin – Synthetic fiber made from polymers; used most often for apparel and carpets; resilient, resistant to mildew

Opera Gloves – Formal gloves that extend beyond the elbow and fasten at the wrist

Ottoman – A heavy, cross-corded silk, rayon, wool, cotton or acetate fabric with larger, more rounded ribs than faille

Outerwear – Clothing meant to be worn out-of-doors over other clothing (e.g., raincoats, topcoats, three-quarter-length coats)

Outstanding Balance – The remaining balance; the part of the purchase price left to be paid by the customer

Overblouse – A type of blouse or top designed to be worn over the waistline of the skirt or pants rather than tucked in

Overcast – To stitch over a raw edge at intervals to finish the edge

Overskirt – An outer skirt which is layered over another skirt

Oxford – A low, closed and laced shoe for men, women and children

Oxford Cloth - A medium-weight cotton fabric that has a basket weave made with two fine warp yarns and one heavier filling yarn; porous, soft, but sturdy; used for shirts

Pajamas – One- or two-piece pants and shirt designed for sleeping or lounging

Panama – A man’s straw hat with a deep creased crown and a wide brim turned up in back

Pantdress – Combination of pants and dress into one garment

Panties – Women’s undergarments which cover the torso below the waist 

Pantyhose – Stockings and panties made together as one garment

Parcel Post Charges – Postage for mailing packages

Patch – A piece of material sewn to the outside of a garment for mending or decorative purposes

Payee – The person or business to whom the check is written

Payroll Check – Check issued by a business or organization to pay an employee

Pea Coat – A hip-length, double-breasted jacket with notched lapels, made of thick, heavy wool

Peasant Blouse – A blouse that has gathered sleeves and a low-cut, gathered or square neckline, often trimmed with embroidery

Peasant Neckline – A low neckline gathered on a band of fabric or with a drawstring

Peasant Sleeve – A full sleeve gathered at top and bottom

Peau de Soie – A satin-weave, compact silk or synthetic fabric, often with floating weave on both sides; frequently used for bridal gowns

Pedal Pushers – Women’s straight-legged pants which extend just below the knee

Peplum – A small flounce or extension from the fitted waist of a jacket or dress

Percale – A medium-weight cotton fabric that has a fine, plain weave with equal thread count in warp and filling; often used for sheets

Permanent Press/Durable Press – A finishing process used on completed garments so that they will resist wrinkling and pleats will stay pressed

 Personal Check – Check written by an individual on his/her personal bank account

Peter Pan Collar – A small, round, flat collar with rounded ends

Petite Sizes – Clothing size range for women less than 5’4” tall 

Pile Weave – Fabric is woven with threads which are looped on the surface of the fabric

Pillbox – A small, stiff, round, brimless women’s hat that perches on top of the head

Pilling – Formation of nubs on the surface of fabric

Pinafore – A sleeveless, apron-like garment, designed to be worn over a dress as protection for the dress or as a decorative accessory

Pinking – Cutting the raw edge of fabric with saw-tooth edge scissors to prevent raveling

Piping – A decoration made of a narrow bias fold of material stitched into garment edge

Pique – A medium-weight cotton fabric that has a woven-in design made on a dobby loom which raises the warp threads in a regular pattern

Plain Seam – Simple seam stitched on the wrong side

Plain Weave – A type of weave in which each warp yarn passes alternately over one and the under one filling yarn for the entire length of fabric; simplest and most frequently used weave

Pleated Skirt – Any skirt whose major feature is an arrangement of pleats

Pleats – Folds of fabric that may be stitched down or left loose

Plissẻ - A crinkled fabric created by covering areas with a gum before passing the fabric through a caustic soda bath; the soda crinkles the exposed areas

Ply Yarns – Yarns made by twisting together two or more strands

Point-of-Sale (P.O.S.) Terminal – An automatic cash register connected to a computer.

Polo Shirt – A short-sleeved, knit shirt with a collar and a placket
Polyester – A synthetic fiber made from polymers; easily washed, wrinkle resistant, resilient; may be heat-set to retain permanent pleats

Poncho – A square piece of fabric with a hole in the middle so that it can be pulled over the head

Poor-Boy Sweater – Rib-knit sweater with turtleneck or high round neck

Poplin – A medium-weight cotton fabric that is similar to broadcloth but has a heavier rib

Postdated Check - Check bearing a future date; such checks will not be paid by the bank until the actual date on the check 

Pouch - A gathered handbag with a top closing may be any size, fabric or degree of dressiness.

Princess Coat - A woman’s fitted coat made from six to eight shaped gores extending from shoulder to flared hemline

Princess Dress - dress made of fitted flared panels with no waistline seam 

Proportion - The relationship of the measurements of different parts of the body to others   

Puff Sleeve - A short sleeve gathered on a band so that it puffs out

Pullover - Sweater which must be pulled over the head 

Pump -A low cut shoe without a closing

Purchase Order – The order form made out by the buyer to purchase goods from the seller

Puritan/Quaker Collar – Square cut collar which extends to the shoulders   

Quality Check – An inspection of the merchandise received in a shipment to determine weather it is the quality of merchandise which was ordered and to determine whether the merchandise received any damage in shipping 

Quantity Check – An actual count of the merchandise received in a shipment to determine correct amounts. Overage, shortages or substitution 

Quarter – The back section of the upper part of the shoe

Raglan Sleeve – A sleeve that extends across the shoulder to the neck

Raincoat – A coat made of waterproof fabric. 

Ravel – The have threads pull lose or fray at the raw edge

Rayon – synthetic fiber made from purified cellulose formed into filaments; absorbent, dyes easily, susceptible to mildew, shrinkage, and wrinkles unless specially treated.  

Receiving – the process of accepting delivery of merchandise

Redingote – A slightly fitted coat designed to match a dress

Reefer – A double breasted, short, car coat. 

Regimental Tie – A tie with diagonal strips 

Regular – Size range for men of an average build and height

Rep – A corded fabric with a ribbed weave and diagonal stripes

Retail Credit Cards – A type of credit card provided by large stores for national business chains in which the customer is issued a charge card for use a specific stores (e.g., Sears™, Gulf™ Oil Company and Bloomingdales™) 

Return Policies – Limits established to management for accepting merchandise for return

Rib Knit – A knitted fabric with long parallel rows of ridges

Rib Weave – Fabric is woven with filling yarns that are heavier than warp yarns creating a ribbed effect

Rickrack – A flat, woven braid in a zig-zag design that is added for decoration. 

Ring – Any jewelry worn on the fingers

Rise – The measurement from the waistband to crotch seam on men’s trousers  

Ritz Stick – A ruler used in measuring feet

Rolled Coins – A denomination of coins which has been counted and placed in a paper wrapper.  The number of coins in a wrapper is determined by the coins denomination  

Rolled Hem – A very narrow roll of fabric that is turned under and blind hemmed

Roll-up Sleeve – A straight-cut sleeve worn folded into cuff above or below the elbow 

Rope – A long chain or bead necklace, sometimes doubled around the neck or knotted 

Rosepoint Lace – A needlepoint lace made with a delicate design of flowers, leaves and scrolls connected by cords

Ruffles – Strips of fabric gathered on one edge or in the middle and attached to the garment for trimming 

Saddle Oxford – A closed shoe with laces and a “saddle” of contrasting color over the instep

Saddle-stitching – A larger running stitch used for decoration 

Safari – A soft leather handbag with two top strap handles, a zipper top and two outside pockets with flaps and buckles

Sailcloth – See Canvas

Sailor Collar – A collar that is large and square in the back and narrows to a V in the front; may have a dickey inside the V

Sailor Hat – A women’s hat with a flat crown and a stiff brim

Sales Book – A pad of printed sales checks

Sales Check – Form used to record information about specific sales transactions; serves as a receipt for customers and as a detailed record for the business firm

Sales Tax – Tax charged on retail sales by many state and/or local governments; calculated by multiplying the total price for the merchandise being purchased by the appropriate tax rate

Sandal – A sole with straps or a cutout upper; the simplest form of shoe

Sanforization – A mechanical preshrinking of cotton of linen fabric that guarantees less than 1% further shrinkage

Sash – A wide, long piece of material that ties around the waist rather than being buckled

Satchel – A room bag with a top opening, on handle, and a wide, flat bottom

Sateen – A medium-weight, cotton fabric that has a satin weave giving a lustrous sheen

Satin – A silk, cotton, nylon or rayon fabric that is smooth and lustrous; made with the satin weave—long, floating, warp threads

Satin Weave – A type of weave formed by passing or ‘floating’ the warp yarns over at least four yarns before interlacing with a filling yarn

Schiffli – Machine-embroidered designs on fabric

Scoop Neckline – A low, curved neckline without a collar but extending to the shoulders

Seam Binding – Fabric tape used to cover any raw edges

Seams – Two (or more) edges of material joined by sewing them together 

Seed Pearls – Tiny pearls sewn on garments and accessories

Seersucker – A medium-weight cotton fabric that has crinkled, lengthwise stripes made by varying the tension while weaving; used for suits and sportswear

Self-Belt – A belt made from the garment fabric

Separates – Individual items such as blouses, sweaters, pants, skirts and vests which can be combined to create an outfit

Sequins – Metal or plastic disks or spangles which can be sewn to a garment to catch light and provide decoration

Set-in Sleeve – A sleeve cut separately from the garment and sewn into the armhole

Shade – The degree of darkness of a color made by the addition of black

Shantung – A medium-weight, plain weave, silk fabric made with irregular filling yarns

Sharkskin – A worsted fabric that has an even, twill weave with warp and filling yarns alternating white with another color resulting in colored lines running diagonally to the left; made of tightly twisted yarns and tight weave resulting in a sleek appearance

Shawl Collar – Collar and lapels seamed together in the back or cut in one piece but without a notch

Shearing – Trimming the nap of a fabric to an even height or cutting a design in the surface of a pile fabric

Sheath Dress – Straight-line dress, shaped by darts

Sheath Skirt – A slim skirt often sashed or with a kick pleat at the front or backed

Shell – A sleeveless, slip-on blouse often made of knit fabrics for wear under a suit jacket

Shift – A straight-line dress which falls from the shoulder

Shirring – Parallel rows of gathers evenly spaced to add fullness to a garment 

Shirtwaist – Tailored dress styled like a shirt with yoke and buttons to the waist

Shirtwaist/Tailored Blouse – A plain blouse similar I style to a man’s shirt

Short – Size range for men of average build who are less than 5’7” tall

Short Shorts – Brief shorts (e.g., tennis or jogging shorts)

Shorty – A glove that comes to the wrist

Shoulder Bag – Any style bag which had long shoulder straps 

Shrinkage – Reduction in size when a fabric is washed or cleaned

Signature Charge – A type of credit used by small businesses in which the customer does not present a charge card to use the account but signs his/her name on the charge sales check 

Silhouette – outline of a figure or form usually a side view 

Silk – A natural fiber produced by silkworms in cocoons; silk fabrics are lustrous and easy to dye 

Single Cuff – A sleeve band at the wrist that is closed with a button and buttonhole

Single Yarns – yarns which result from spinning fibers

Single-Breasted – Having a front closing with a single row of buttons in the center of the garments

Sizing – Adding resins or starch to form a coating on fibers to add smoothness and strength 

Slacks – Another name for long pants 

Slash Pocket – A pocket set into a long cut in a garment

Slicker – A type of raincoat which is loose and long made of oilskin or rubber and usually has a hood

Slim – Size range for men with slender build 

Sling-Back – Woman’s shoe that is open in the back and has a strap around the heel

Slip – A lady’s undergarment worn under dresses to keep them from clinging or being  

Slip-on Glove – A relatively short glove with no fasteners

Slit/Welt Pocket – A inset pocket which has a welt finishing on its lower lip

Slouch – A women’s hat that resembles a man’s hat; worn with the brim turned down in front 

Smocking - A decorative, honeycomb-design stitching that holds fabric fullness in place

Smoking Jacket – Man’s jacket, often of luxurious fabric such as velvet or brocade, to be worn at home

Snap – Two-part metal or plastic fastener sewn to fabric to hold two sections together

Socks – Knitted coverings for the feet and part of the legs

Sole – The under part of a shoe which comes in contact with the ground

Spaghetti Straps – Thin, rounded, shoulder straps on a low-cut bodice

Spandex – A synthetic fiber made from polyurethane; superior elasticity and washability; strong, lightweight, nonabsorbent and durable

Spectators – Shoes for men or women having a contrasting color on the toe and the heel

Sport Shirt – Any shirt that is worn without a necktie

Sports Attire – Specific types of fashion worn participating in tennis, skiing, jogging, sailing, swimming or any other type of sports

Spot Check – Inspecting the quantity and quality of part of a shipment of merchandise to see whether a more thorough check is needed

Square Neckline – A fairly low, collarless neckline cut square in front

Staple – Fibers which are long enough to be spun into yarn

Staple Fashion – Styles that are manufactured and sold in large quantities at moderate to low prices

Stay-Stitching – An extra line of stitching on bias edges to keep them from stretching

Stick Pin – A long, straight, decorative pin that is used to hold a man’s tie together or to accent a women’s lapel

Stitchbonding – A process of fabric construction in which a layer of warp yarns and a layer of filling yarns are placed over each other and fastened together with an interlocking stitch

Stout Sizes – Clothing size range for women who are very heavy

Stovepipe/Straight Cut – Pants fitted at the hips and falling straight to the ankle

String Tie – A narrow black tie worn tied in a bow

Stud – A tiny disc or ball mounted on a stem which is used in place of a button

Student Sizes – Sizes to fit boys whose bodies are maturing.

Subtotal – The total amount of the sale before sales tax has been added

Suede Cloth – Woven or knitted fabric in a variety of fibers that has a clipped nap resembling suede leather

Suit – Jacket and skirt or pants in matching or complementary fabrics meant to be worn together

Sundress – A dress with a halter or shoulder strap neckline

Surah – A twill-weave fabric of silk or manmade fibers that is soft but stong; used for dresses and scarves

Suspender Skirt – Skirt with straps that extend over the shoulders from the waistband

Sweetheart Neckline – A neckline with rounded edges shaped like the top of a heart

Synthetic Fibers – All the fibers made from chemical compounds by manufacturing processes

Taffeta – A smooth, closely woven, plain weave fabric of silk, rayon or nylon with a crisp finish

Tall Sizes – Clothing size range for women more than 5’9” tall

Tapered – Gradually decreasing in width

Tax Table – A chart showing tax amounts on sales transactions usually ranging from $.01 to $100

Tennis Shoe – A closed, laced shoe usually made of fabric with a rubber sole; also called a sneaker

Tensile Strength – Ability of fibers or fabrics to withstand strain

Tentering – The mechanical process of straightening warp and filling yarns of fabrics and evening the width of the fabrics

Terrycloth – A heavyweight cotton fabric that has an uncut pile weave with loops on one or both sides; often used for beachwear and infants’ clothing

Textiles – Fabrics made by a variety of construction methods

Texture – The feel and appearance of a product (e.g., rough, smooth, nubby, shiny, dull, silky, heavy and lightweight)

Thong – A flat sandal with a single strap which forms a peg to fit between the first and second toes

Thread – The piece of textile yarn used to make stitches to hold pieces of fabric together

Three-Quarter-Length Sleeve – A sleeve ending between wrist and elbow

Tiara – A curved headpiece often jeweled or set with flowers; worn on top a woman’s head

Tie Bar – A decorative clip that slips over a man’s tie and holds the two ends of the tie together

Tie Tack – A small, decorative pin that fastens both pieces of a man’s tie together

Tiered Skirt – A straight skirt with a series of flounces

Tint – A delicate hue, or color, often created by the addition of white to a darker color

Toddlers’ Sizes – Sizes to fit very young child who are learning to walk; usually children between the ages of one and two and a half

Topcoat – A man‘s dress coat; comes in a variety of single and double-breasted styles

Top Hat – A man’s silk hat that has a high, stiff, cylindrical crown and a small brim with rolled sides; worn with formal attire

Topline –The upper edge of the top part of a shoe

Top-Stitching – A line of stitching on the right side on either side of the seam or on garment edges

Toque – A close-fitting fabric hat

Toreador Pants – Tight-fitting pants which extend just below the knee 

Tote – A sturdy, rectangular bag adapted from the paper shopping; has an open top with two strap handles

Trapunto – A type of quilting in which a design is outlined with stitching, then padded to give dimension to the design

Travel and Entertainment Cards – A type of credit in which customers make purchases nationwide and make payments to a credit card company; used frequently for purchasing airline tickets, lodging and traveler’s checks (e.g., American Express, and Diner’s Club)

Traveler’s Check – A check purchased from a bank for a specific amount of money

Treasury Check – A check issued by the US Government

Trench Coat – A rainproof overcoat having many pockets and flaps and held at the waistline by a fabric belt

Triacetate – A synthetic fiber made from cellulose; similar to acetate but more resilient; wrinkle and shrink resistant

Tricot – Warp-knitted cloth made of various yarns that is resistant to runs; used for lingerie, dresses and blouses

Trim – Decoration added to a garment to provide variety and interest

Tropical Suiting – A lightweight fabric that has a plain weave made with hard-twisted worsted yarns; used for suits

T-Shirt – A machine-knit shirt usually with a short sleeves and round or V-shaped, collarless neck

T-Strap – Shoe for girls or women featuring a set of straps which meet to form a T over the instep

Tub Top – Strapless, elasticized top

Tuck – A narrow fold of fabric held in place by stitching across one or both ends

Tunic – A long jacket or over blouse worn over a narrow skirt or slim trousers

Tunic Skirt – A double-layered skirt whose underskirt is longer than its outer skirt

Turban – A hat made of twisted and draped fabric

Turtleneck – A high, turned-over collar that hugs the throat

Tuxedo – A semiformal suit with satin or faille lapels and satin stripes on the sides of the pants

Tuxedo Collar – A collar that rolls over and extends all the way down the front edges of an open-front coat

Tweed – Rough-textured, sturdy wool fabric made in various weights and used for suits and coats

Twill Weave – A type of weave in which staggering the points at which the warp yarns and the filling yarns cross creates a distinct diagonal line or wale

Tyrolean/Alpine Hat – A man’s soft pile or felt hat with a brim turned up in the back

Underlining – A layer of fabric joined to the garment before the seams are stitched to give body and shape to sheer and loosely-woven fabrics

Understitching – A row of machine stitching parallel to the seamline to keep facings from rolling to the outside

Uneven Exchange – The replacement of merchandise with merchandise which costs more or less than the original amount

Unit Price – The price for an individual unit of merchandise calculated by dividing the number of units into the price, and rounding the answer to the next whole-cent place

Value – The relative lightness or darkness of a color

Value System – The attitudes a person has about life by which he/she decides what is right or wrong in any given situation

Vamp – The front section of the upper part of a shoe

Velour/Plush – Soft, cut-pile fabric of plain, twill or satin weave with short, thick pile giving it a smooth feel

Velvet – A warp-pile fabric of silk, cotton or manmade fibers with closely woven, cut pile; characterized by silky pile; drapes well and has soft sheen

Velveteen – A heavyweight cotton fabric that has an uncut pile weave made by weaving extra filling yarns
Vent - A finished slit cut in a garment to give easier movement

Verify – To count or to check the accuracy

V-neck – A neckline without a collar whose bodice is cut in the shape of a V

Void – The word written or stamped across a sales check to indicate an error has been made and the sales check is not valid

Voile – Sheer, transparent, plain-weave fabric made from hard-twisted, combed yarns 

Waist – The section of an individual’s foot between the toes and the instep: also, the narrowest section of an individual’s torso

Wale – Ridges created in fabric by the weave or the knit of the fabric: may be vertical crosswise or diagonal 

Walking Suit - A three-quarter or seven-eights length coat with a straight skirt

Warp - A set of yarns running lengthwise in woven fabric; also called weft or woof. 

Warp Knitting - Producing knitted fabric by using a series of yarns to form lengthwise wales

Washability - Garments ability to withstand soap and water.

Watch - A timepiece worn on a bracelet (wrist watch) or carried in a pocket. 

Water Repellant - A finished added to fabric to help it resist moisture. 

Waterproofing- A finished added which seals a fabric completely in order to shed water. 

Weave - Interlacing the warp and filling yarns on a loom to make fabric. 

Weaving - The process of placing warp yarns on a loom and interlacing them with filling yarns to form a fabric.

Wedgie - Shoe with a wedge-shaped heel which is higher in the back and slopes toward the front of the shoe, where it is joined to the sole.

Weft Knitting – Producing knitted fabric by using one continuous yarn to form courses across the fabric

Welt Seam – A seam which holds cording

White Tie – A white silk tie worn with a tail coat on formal occasions

Windbreaker – A lightweight jacket which usually has gather sleeves, a hood and a zippered front

Windsor Tie – A regular long necktie tied with extra loops

Wingtip Oxford – Closed, laced, man’s shoe with a stitched toe that is shaped like a wing

Women’s Sizes – Clothing size range for mature women with a heavier figure

Wool – A natural fiber which grows from the skin of sheep; wool fabrics are warm and durable but subject to moth damage and shrinkage

Wrap Skirt – Skirt which is a continuous piece of fabric with two free edges, one of which folds or wraps over the other and ties or buttons

Yarns – Fibers that have been grouped and twisted together in a continuous strand 

Yoke – A shaped piece in a garment, usually fitted across the upper chest and/or back, or around the hips, from which the rest of the garment may hang

Young Junior Sizes – Sizes to fit girls whose figures are beginning to develop

Zipper – A fastener with interlocking rows of metal or nylon teeth 
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