BAD FAD Activity
Ask the students to write down on their index card a response to the following: Say to them, "Write down three items that you would purchase if you could buy anything you wanted." (Give students a minute or two to respond.)

In groups, have students share their items and discuss the following questions. 

A. Which of these things would be easy to get? Why? Use the words supply and demand to explain your answer. 
B. Which of the things would he harder to get? Why? 
C. Can you relate this explanation to supply and demand ideas?
Have each of the groups share their information with the rest of class. List the items shared by each group on the chalkboard under the headings "EASY" and "HARD".
(Place those items that the class thinks would be easy to get under the heading "EASY" and place those items that they think would be difficult to get under the heading "HARD".) After all groups have reported, reiterate the following concepts to students:

A. Something is more difficult to purchase if the demand is high and the supply is low. 
B. Something is easier to purchase if the supply is high and demand is low. 
C. There are other factors affecting supply and demand: scarcity, shortage, and price.

LEARNING ACTIVITIES:

Step 1: Have students define the word "fad" and relate it to the concepts of supply and demand. (A "fad" is something that is in great demand, AND there is usually a large supply of it. If there is not a large supply, the price can be very high. Demand and supply affect the price of an object.) 

Step 2: Provide students with a focus for media interaction by telling them that they will be searching a site: http://www.badfads.com/home.html to investigate fads of the last 100 years. Tell them they are to look at the items listed on the web page above and pick one of the following "fad" areas to investigate: fashion, collectibles, activity, and event fads.

Step 3: Tell students they are to record the information about the "fad" item as they locate it. Give students 15 - 20 minutes to research, let them work in pairs.

Step 4: After students have had time to search for information on the web site, have them share what they have found. They can use their newsprint and markers to describe the item, activity, or event they've researched. They can make a poster, drawing, etc., but they should include historical information about the item. (Directions are on the worksheet.)
Step 5: Allow the students to make a Fad Display in the school media center by displaying their posters and any actual fad items which they can provide as visual aids.
CULMINATING ACTIVITY:
Tell students that they are to interview an adult (parent, guardian, grandparents, etc.) and ask them if they can remember a "fad." Tell students to ask parents/grandparents about fads, etc. What was easy to get, or difficult? Why? 

