Super Hero Project

It’s a bird! It’s a plane! It’s Superman! Created by teenagers Jerry Siegel and Joe Schuster, the legend of Superman has endured for over 60 years. The Superman character has had many incarnations starting as a bald villain with mental powers, then molded into a rugged world traveler, and finally in 1934 Siegel and Schuster created the definitive version of Superman we know today. They tried to sell their creation to a syndicated comic strip, but newspaper editors who thought that a man in a bright red and blue outfit looked ridiculous rejected it. In 1938, an editor looking for something new featured Superman in Action Comic #1, and the rest is history. Superman was an instant success and has gone on to star in radio, television, cartoons, and major motion pictures.

Directions:  As a team, you will create a new superhero. Be sure that a superhero would be acceptable for the youth target market.  Think creatively! What kind of creation will it be? What will it look like? Will it be human, animal, alien, mineral, male, female, or other? What powers will it have? Where did it come from? Brainstorm as a group and develop some of those ideas.

1. The first part of this project is to develop the hero and his story. You will write a minimum one page (no more than 1.5 spacing, 12 pt. font with 1”margins) narrative story detailing your super hero, his background, and his purpose. The hero’s “mission statement” must be included.
2. The second part of this project is to develop an illustration of your hero. The drawing will be the first page of your paper immediately following the title page.  You may also wish to have the picture appear on the title page. Your hero must have a logo or symbol, like Superman’s “S”. It must be a trademark that reflects and identifies your hero and can be merchandised. You must explain why the symbol works for your hero. 
3. The third part of this project is to develop a product. It can be a toy, an action figure, a movie poster, a video box, etc. The visual will be well produced and as professional as possible, as if you were marketing it in the real world. 

4. The fourth part of this project is to write a marketing paper (4 page minimum, 1.5 spacing, no more than 12 pt. font, 1” margins) that outlines your marketing mix of product, place, price and promotion in a very detailed manner. The paper must have a separate title page. You should research competitive products and develop a viable and professional marketing mix. You must research very specific information about your target market. You will detail all marketing aspects for your product. A picture reproduction or illustration of  the product must be included in the paper as an extra page. Develop this product as if you were actually bringing your creation to market. It should be a product that is developed as professionally as you know how.

5. The fifth part of the project will be to make a group presentation in front of the class to present your creation to the market for the very first time. It should be highly creative with a lot of preparation and presented with energy.

6. The sixth part of the project will be to write a reflection paper on what you learned completing this project, how you may use this knowledge in the future, and your opinions about the project. 

7. Lastly, each team member will evaluate the participation of each of the other members of the group.  

Grading:  The project can earn a team grade of a maximum of 100 points. The group presentation will be graded, separately.  Each team member will receive an individual grade based on the average participation grade (on a scale of 1-10) that they receive from their teammates. (For example, a team grade of 100% times an average participation grade of 8 would earn an individual grade of 80% for that individual.) Rubrics will be provided soon.

Timing:  The project is due in 4 weeks. Time will be given to work on the project in class.

Good Luck! Up, Up and Away!!  

      



SUPERHERO PROJECT RUBRIC - MP
Superhero’s Name: ______________________________________________Date:__________________

Student’s Names ______________________________________________________________________

DIRECTIONS: Complete this sheet to self-assess the team’s work in relation to the stated criteria. The possible point value for each criterion is included to the left of each question. Consider each criterion and award the points that you feel you earned by placing the number in the space provided in the “Student Pts.” column. Total the points in the column to tally a total score. Include comments about your performance in the space provided. The teacher will also evaluate the project. After the grading, you will participate in a reflection session with the teacher to share comments about your performance and reflection. 

Max. Points
Criteria

          



Student Pts.           Teacher Pts.

15

Was the hero, narrative and mission statement,
Creative, well written, complete and appropriate
for the target market (1 pg min.)


______

______
10 

Was the illustration of the hero creative, attractive,
appropriate, well done, and include a logo & “why”
______

______

10

Was the product (poster, toy, etc) well done,
detailed and clearly communicated to potential
buyers





______

______

Did paper include complete, detailed and extensive
information for each of these areas:

12

Product

What, features, size of product market, detailed
target market info, and “why,” an extra page for 

picture of product




______

______

12

Place
Where sold (classes of trade), stores, how
distributed, where in the store sold and “why”
for all aspects




______

______

12

Price
Retail price, how price was determined, what
were factors considered, is it competitive, “why”       
______

______

14

Promotion
A complete and extensive promotion plan with
many ideas was detailed, “why”


______

______

15

Appearance of Paper



Title Page, binder/cover, business like product,
5 pg min., 1.5 spacing, 12 pt font, 1” margins,
includes the above sub-titled areas, grammar
and spelling




______

______







(100 max)
______
 TOTAL ______TOTAL 
Comments:

REFLECTION PAPER

Student’s Name: _______________ ___________Date:________ 

You are to complete this reflection paper explaining your reaction to this authentic learning activity.  The reflection paper should include your opinion of this assignment and an explanation it might aid you in a future endeavor. Please give an honest description of what you learned and express your likes and dislikes regarding this project. You are not limited to the following topics, however you are to answer at least the following questions (you may use an extra sheet of paper if necessary):

1. How did you learn by completing this authentic learning activity?

2. Explain how you might use the information in this activity in the future?

3. What did you like best about this project?

4. What did you like least about this project?

5. Circle how you feel about this project:
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  Ecstatic!!!

   Happy!
      Could Do Better


