Distribution

How’d This Get Here?

Introductory Situation/Question
Where did that milk you drank for lunch come from? What about the coffee you drank this morning? When was it actually made, and just how long will it stay fresh?  How long did it take it to get here from there?  Just where is there?

Objectives

1. Explain the nature of channels of distribution

2. Explain the nature of channel members’ relationships

3. Explain the nature and scope of distribution

4. Explain the shipping process, storing considerations, and warehousing details

Discovering the process of the distribution of commonly used items is quite interesting and opens eyes to several new processes and careers!  Select student groups to be in charge of dissecting the process of distribution related to the one of the following items, or you may choose to add your own items to the list:

Televisions


Milk in Cartons

Laundry Detergent

Refrigerators


Lumber


Pineapples

Video Games


Watches


Coffee

Shoes



Football Helmets

Pencils

Students should narrow their research by selecting a brand or company that manufactures or distributes a product.  For example, not all shoes come from the same country, manufacturer, distributor, or are distributed alike.  Students should select a brand of shoes they are familiar with and begin their search.  The goal is to trace the process back to production.  The project suggests the students use unique props for their presentation. 

See Student Handout for instructions and rubric.
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