Agriculture Facts


· The first agricultural experiment station in the US was established at Savannah in 1735.

· Georgia was the first colony to cultivate grapes.
· Eli Whitney invented the cotton gin near Savannah in 1793.
· Georgia was the first state to commercially grow cotton and first to run a successful cotton mill.

· The first silk from the colonies was shipped from Savannah and made into a dress for the Queen of England.

· American cattle were first exported from Savannah in 1785.
· Farm and forest production are responsible for $5.3 billion in output and 78,100 jobs in Georgia.

· Food and fiber processing firms contribute about 169,700 jobs and 427 billion in output in Georgia.

· Georgia is ranked #1 in the US for peanuts, pecans and rye.

· Cotton is the world’s most important non-food crop.  China and the US are the world’s largest producers.

· Georgia was the 1st state to create a state department of agriculture.

· The first Southern School of Forestry was established at the University of Georgia in 1906.

· Cotton was an ingredient in the first light bulb, the telegraph, the Wright Brother’s plane and the first automobile tires.
· At the 1996 Centennial Olympic Games in Georgia, Olympic athletes drank about 100,000 gallons of milk (the milk from 1,680 cows). 

· About 18 million laying hens produce over 4 billion eggs per year.

· Georgia produces 44% of the US peanut crop.

· One US farmer feeds 129 people.

· The total land area for Georgia is 37,068,000 acres, of which 64% is considered commercial forest, more than any other state.

· 1 out of 5 forest product manufacturing jobs is located near Atlanta.

· On average, each American will use a 100 foot tree, 18 inches in diameter (around) every year.

