Name: ____________________________________________    Date: _______________


Gestation and Incubation Periods

	Mammals

	Animal
	Gestation (days)
	Animal
	Gestation (days)

	Ass
	365
	Leopard
	92-95

	baboon
	187
	Lion
	108

	bear (black)
	210
	Llama
	330

	bear (grizzly)
	225
	Mink
	40-75

	bear (polar)
	240
	monkey (rhesus)
	164

	beaver
	122
	Moose
	240-250

	buffalo (American)
	270
	mouse (domestic white)
	19

	camel (Bactrian)
	~410
	mouse (meadow)
	21

	cat (domestic)
	58-65
	muskrat
	28-30

	chimpanzee
	230-250
	opossum (American)
	12-13

	chinchilla
	110-120
	Otter
	270-300

	chipmunk
	31
	pig (domestic)
	112-115

	Cow
	279-292
	porcupine
	112

	deer (white-tailed)
	201
	Puma
	90

	dog (domestic)
	58-70
	rabbit (domestic)
	30-35

	elephant (Asian)
	645
	raccoon
	63

	elk (Wapiti)
	240-250
	rhinoceros (black)
	450

	fox (red)
	52
	Seal
	330

	Giraffe
	420-450
	sea lion (California)
	350

	goat (domestic)
	145-155
	sheep (domestic)
	144-151

	Gorilla
	257
	squirrel (gray)
	30-40

	guinea pig
	68
	Tiger
	105-113

	hippopotamus
	225-250
	whale (sperm)
	480-500

	Horse
	330-342
	Wolf
	60-68

	kangaroo
	42
	zebra (Grant's)
	365


	Birds

	Animal
	Incubation
	Animal
	Incubation

	Chicken
	20-22
	pheasant
	24

	Duck
	26-28
	Pigeon
	10-18

	Finch
	11-14
	Quail
	21-23

	Goose
	25-28
	Swan
	33-36

	Parrot
	17-31
	Turkey
	28


Instructions: Briefly answer the following questions.
1. Why do you think the incubation periods for birds are generally shorter than the gestation periods for mammals?

2. Which animals have an average gestation period that is about half as long as a cow? 
3. Which animals have an average gestation period that is longer than 1 year? 
4. Which animal has the shortest gestation/incubation period?  Which animal has the longest?

5. How do you think the length of gestation/incubation period is connected with the number of animals in the wild?
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