Orienteering Compass Exercise 2: Get Your Bearings

Overview:

Students use a compass to determine bearings/direction.

Associated Objective:

􀂉Students will become familiar with navigational tools (map and compass) and demonstrate their ability

to use them to navigate successfully.

Time:

One 30 – 60 minute session

Materials:

Copies of diagrams, orienteering compass, writing utensil

Directions:

Review the parts of a compass. Show students how the magnetic needle always points north. Have students align the orienting arrow and magnetic needle, then use the compass to complete the worksheet.

Evaluation:

Students will correctly use a compass to determine bearings from one point to another.

Extension:

Mark locations on a topographical map and have students take bearings between points.

Answers to Worksheet:

A) 0 o or 360o, north B) 180 o, south C) 135 o, southeast D) 315 o, northwest E) 90 o, east F) 270 o, west G)45 o, northeast H) 225 o, southwest

Orienteering Compass Exercise 2: Get Your Bearings

Part 1

Directions:

It is important to know what direction various compass bearings represent. Assume that “A” is zero degrees on a compass. List the direction and degree reading for each point.

                                                      A
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Bearing/Degree                              Reading Direction
A. ___________________________ ______________________________

B.____________________________ ______________________________

C.____________________________ ______________________________

D.____________________________ ______________________________

E. ____________________________ ______________________________

F. ____________________________ ______________________________

G.____________________________ ______________________________

H.____________________________ ______________________________

