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Animals are a very important part of agriculture today.   Most animals produced in agriculture are mammals.  First lets learn the about what makes an animal a mammal.

Mammals are commonly distinguished from other animals because females have mammary glands to produce milk for offspring. Mammals are also unique in having fur. Insulated by this fur, mammals are warm-blooded. This higher body metabolism allows them to stay active, even when air temperatures drop.

Mammals can be divided into three sub categories.  These include:

Monotremes (egg layers) 

Marsupials (Embryonic (not well developed) young are born and then sheltered in a pouch with mammary glands) 

Placentals (Nourished throughout their embryonic stage with a placenta, offspring are reasonably well developed when born.) 

Answer the following questions below.

1.  Name several mammals that are important to the agriculture industry and why they are important.

































































2.  Name some Monotreme mammals and tell whether or not they are important to agriculture.






















































3.  Name some Marsupial mammals and tell whether or not they are important to agriculture.






















































4.  Name some Placental mammals and tell whether or not they are important to agriculture.






















































Answers:

1.  Answers will vary.

2.  The only two mammals that lay eggs are the duckbill platypus and penguins

3.  Answers will vary

4.  Answers will vary

