Comparing Salary and Wages
Name: ________________________                                        Date: _______________

Introduction:  Ben and Brittany graduate high school.  Ben takes a job where he gets paid $13/hour.  Brittany gets a job where she gets paid $30,000 per year salary.  Both Ben and Brittany work 50 weeks a year plus 2 weeks of paid vacation.  They also both work a regular 40-hour work week.

Not taking into account any benefits that may be offered, compare the two jobs.

1.  Who do you think is actually going to make more money per year, Ben or Brittany?  Explain why without doing any calculations.

2.  Determine how much Brittany gets paid per hour. (Round to two decimal places.)
3.  Determine how much Ben gets paid per year.

4.  Who gets paid more, Ben or Brittany?

5.  Suppose if, after one year, both Ben and Brittany receive raises.  Ben receives a raise of 2 more dollars per hour and Brittany receives a raise of 2% of her starting salary.


(Round to two decimal places.)

a. What percentage raise did Ben receive? 

b. How much of an hourly raise did Brittany receive? 

c. Who gets paid more now, Ben or Brittany?

KEY

1.  Who do you think is actually going to make more money per year, Ben or Brittany?  Explain why without doing any calculations.


Student’s opinion

2.  Determine how much Brittany gets paid per hour. 


$30,000/52 weeks = $576.92/week


$576.92/40 hours = $14.42/hour
3.  Determine how much Ben gets paid per year.


$13 x 40 hours = $520/week

$520 x 52 weeks = $27,040/year
4.  Who gets paid more, Ben or Brittany?


Brittany
5.  Suppose if, after one year, both Ben and Brittany receive raises.  Ben receives a raise of 2 more dollars per hour and Brittany receives a raise of 2% of her starting salary.


a. What percentage raise did Ben receive?



(2/13) x 100 = 15.38%

b. How much of an hourly raise did Brittany receive?



.02 x $30,000 = $600


$600/52 weeks = $11.54



$11.54/40 = $0.29/hour raise

c. Who gets paid more now, Ben or Brittany?



Ben: $15/hour or $31,200/yr


Brittany: $30,600/yr



Ben gets paid more
CTAE Resource Network              Written by Cynthia Thomas         Agriculture Unit 8 - 6
Page 1 of 2

