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Unit 2: GRAPHS

Interpreting and Making Bar/Column Graphs

*Before you draw/create a graph, you must make a few decisions.

Step 1:

What type of graph would best display the data?

Step 2:

How will you label each axis? What scale will you use? 

Step 3:

How does your graph compare the data for each event, activity, and/or category?

Example:
The Student Council at Achievement Middle School collected data on the participation of



girls and boys in extracurricular activities at the school. The Student Council wants to display



the data in a bar graph. How would you do it?

	PARTICIPATION IN EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

	Activity
	Percent of Girls
	Percent of Boys

	Athletics
	37
	49

	Arts
	25
	19

	Publications
	7
	5

	Other
	45
	29

	None
	20
	30



*On the graph, why doesn’t the percent scale run from 0% to 100%?  There are no data values


greater than 49%

*What is the purpose of the key/legend? To distinguish between bars for boys and girls.

*Why is the sum of percents representing boys greater than 100? Some boys are involved in more


than one activity.
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