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PATHWAY:  
Middle School 6th Grade

COURSE:  

Career Awareness
UNIT 7: 

MSCA_6-7 Societal Issues
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Annotation: 
 In today’s world careers come in and out of popularity according to the latest trends, therefore, it is important for students to understand how to properly choose a career, as well as how to avoid stereo-typical opinions of certain careers. The unit will help students identify nontraditional careers, avoid stereotyping when choosing a career, and understand how world trends, such as technology, affect careers. 

Grade(s):  
	X
	6th

	
	7th

	
	8th


Time:  
5 Hours 
Author: 
Helen Hawver
Students with Disabilities:

For students with disabilities, the instructor should refer to the student's IEP to be sure that the accommodations specified are being provided appropriately. Instructors should also familiarize themselves with the provisions of Behavior Intervention Plans that may be part of a student's IEP. Frequent consultation with a student's special education instructor will be beneficial in providing appropriate differentiation. Many students (both with and without disabilities) who struggle with reading may benefit from the use of text reading software or other technological aids to provide access to printed materials. Many of these are available at little or no cost on the internet.
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GPS Focus Standards: 
MSCA 6-7: Students will analyze the relationship between societal issues and career options and opportunities.

a. Interpret how labor market changes effect career options.

b. Define non-traditional occupations, stereotyping, biases, discrimination, and sexual harassment.

c. Compare and contrast the advantages and disadvantages of non-traditional careers.

d. Identify the emotions and peer pressure issues related to career choices in our ever-changing society.

e. Recognize the importance of maintaining current technological skills.

GPS Academic Standards:
M6D1.  

Students will pose questions, collect data, represent and analyze data, and interpret results. 

SS6E4.  

Students will explain personal money management choices in terms of income, spending, credit, saving, and investing. 

ELA6LSV1. 
The student participates in student-to-teacher, student-to-student, and group Interactions. 

ELA6LSV2. 
The student listens to and views various forms of text and media in order to gather and share information, persuade others, and express and understand ideas. The student will select and critically analyze messages using rubrics as assessment tool
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Enduring Understandings: 
 In this unit students will gain a better understanding of how to choose a career in this ever changing labor market.  They will learn pros and cons of various career options; they will also receive knowledge of typical stereotypes that are matched with certain careers, as well as how to handle discriminations and harassments in the work place. With the knowledge gained through this unit students should be better prepared for choosing their future careers.
Essential Questions: 
· How do labor market changes affect career options?
· What are nontraditional careers? (define, give examples, list pros and cons) 
· How have non-traditional careers changed today’s labor market? 
· What are some common workplace issues (e.g. discrimination, sexual harassment,) and how would these issues affect career choice?
· How would keeping your technological skills up to date be beneficial to your career?
Knowledge from this Unit:  
Students will be able to:
· Identify nontraditional careers and their pros and cons.
· Recognize the importance of technological skills in today’s labor market.
· Explain reasons why the labor market changes.
· Give examples of common workplace issues.
Skills from this Unit:  
Students will:
· Apply knowledge of labor market trends in order to plan a successful career search.
· Outline the pros and cons of nontraditional careers. 

· Develop (in the future) a resume that highlights many of the topics covered in this unit.
· Compile the reasons behind common workplace issues.
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Assessment Method Type: 
	
	Pre-test

	X
	Objective assessment - multiple-choice, true- false, etc.

	
	_X_ Quizzes/Tests

_X_ Unit test

	X
	Group project

	X
	Individual project

	X
	Self-assessment - May include practice quizzes, games, simulations, checklists, etc.

	
	_X_ Self-check rubrics   

__ Self-check during writing/planning process

__ Journal reflections on concepts, personal experiences and impact on one’s life

__ Reflect on evaluations of work from teachers, business partners, and competition judges

__ Academic prompts

__ Practice quizzes/tests

	
	Subjective assessment/Informal observations

	
	__ Essay tests

__ Observe students working with partners

__ Observe students role playing

	
	Peer-assessment  

	
	__ Peer editing & commentary of products/projects/presentations using rubrics

__ Peer editing and/or critiquing

	X
	Dialogue and Discussion

	
	__ Student/teacher conferences
_X_ Partner and small group discussions

X__ Whole group discussions
_X_ Interaction with/feedback from community members/speakers and business partners

	
	Constructed Responses

	
	__ Chart good reading/writing/listening/speaking habits

__ Application of skills to real-life situations/scenarios

	X
	Post-test


Assessment Attachments and / or Directions: 
Career Awareness and Societal Issues Unit Test
Career Awareness and Societal Issues Unit Test Key
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LESSON 1:  THAT CAREER IS POPULAR?

1. 
Identify the standards. Standards should be posted in the classroom.     

MSCA6-7: Students will analyze the relationship between societal issues and career options and opportunities.

a. Interpret how labor market changes effect career options.

b. Define non-traditional occupations, stereotyping, biases, discrimination, and sexual harassment.

c. Compare and contrast the advantages and disadvantages of non-traditional careers.

d. Identify the emotions and peer pressure issues related to career choices in our ever-changing society.

e. Recognize the importance of maintaining current technological skills.

2.  
Review Essential Question(s). Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 

· How do labor market changes affect career options?
3.
Identify and review the unit vocabulary. Terms may be posted on word wall. See Societal Issues Vocabulary Teacher’s Notes to define the terms. 
	Labor Market 
	Nontraditional Careers
	Stereotyping

	Discrimination
	Biases
	Sexual Harassment


4.
Present the Career Awareness and Society PowerPoint and introduce the fact that the labor market is always changing. This presentation is a great overview for the entire unit. Encourage discussion with the class and have students take notes throughout the presentation. 
5. Discuss changes in the labor market and the concept of job loyalty.  Also, ask students if they can think of global and societal trends that correlate with career/occupation trends.
6. Divide students into groups for the small group activity “Think-Pair-Share,” stated on slide 2 of Career Awareness and Society PowerPoint. The groups should discuss and compile five points that discuss the reasoning behind this trend.  Students will first think about their answer, and then they will pair with a partner, and finally share their answers with each other. One person from each pair will report their answers to the entire class.  
7. Encourage students to think about how technology has played a role in the popularity and decline of careers. The closing of post offices and the increase of the price of stamps is a good starting point. If necessary, a look into more careers that have increased or declined can be found on slide 4 of the presentation or by using the Occupational Outlook Handbook: http://www.bls.gov/oco/oco2003.htm#occupation 
8. Interpreting: 


Have students make a list of ten current world issues/topics. You can start by providing a few examples: topics like medical issues, elderly issues, Baby Boom Generation, September 11, Blue Tooth, Wireless, and Skype.  Once the students have made their list, have them share their findings with the class. As students read, have the listening students cross off their list any topics already read out loud. After everyone has shared, compile a list on the board for everyone to see. This is a good demonstration of all that is happening in the world and the changes it is going through. Discuss as a class how these issues/topics could impact future career possibilities. 
LESSON 2: WORKPLACE ISSUES

1.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 
· What are some common workplace issues (e.g. discrimination, sexual harassment) and how would these issues affect career choice?
· What are nontraditional careers (define, give examples, list pros and cons) and how have they changed today’s labor market? 
2. 
Introduce the Break Room Poster Group Activity Guide.  Students will make a poster for a work place break room that will inform employees about the “Do’s and Don’ts Where Discrimination and Sexual Harassment Are concerned”.  Refer to the Break Room Poster Rubric for grading. 
Note:   If students are having difficulty understanding what sexual harassment is you may want to take them to the government website: United States Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (http://www.eeoc.gov/laws/types/sexual_harassment.cfm). It is important to be aware that questions may arise about the specifics behind some of the examples. Also, if students research the topic themselves, you may want to monitor their findings. Some examples of sexual harassment on the Internet can be very explicit. 
3.  
Initiate class discussion by asking the class what they consider to be a traditional career.  What about non-traditional careers?  The University of Hawaii Community Colleges website has an excellent webpage dedicated to nontraditional careers. Visit the webpage with students for further discussion:  http://uhcc.hawaii.edu/nontrad/overview.php. 
4. Guest Speaker Ideas: It is a good idea to ask people from the local community to speak with the class about career choices. This will be a great way for students to grasp the big picture of choosing a career in their futures.
· Have someone who has chosen a nontraditional career to come in and speak to the students about their experiences. Nurses are the easiest to find for a man’s nontraditional career and firefighters are the easiest to find for a woman’s nontraditional career. 

· Invite a representative from your local technical school to speak about nontraditional careers. The representative may also want to bring along a few students who have chosen nontraditional careers as their career path. 
LESSON 3:  THE IMPORTANCE OF TECHNOLOGICAL SKILLS

1.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 

· How would keeping your technological skills up to date be beneficial to your career?
2.   Discuss the role technology plays in our everyday life. Ask the students how often they use various   technologies? (Facebook, email, television, IPod…etc.) 

3.    Distribute the It’s a 21st Century Thing Handout. Have students complete the activity individually or in small groups.  Answers should be shared as a class and discuss.  This activity will be for a participation grade only.
4.    Refer back to the Career Awareness and Society PowerPoint and display slide #10.  Have students break into small groups and discuss the technological developments on the slide and how they pertain to various careers. Have one student from each group take notes on the group’s discussion about each topic. Encourage students to think outside of the box with each of the careers listed. For example, cell phones not only create jobs for people developing them, but also create marketing and advertising jobs. 
5.
Have students complete the Career Awareness and Societal Issues Unit Test. Grade the tests using the Career Awareness and Societal Issues Unit Test Key. 
•
ATTACHMENTS FOR LESSON PLANS

Societal Issues Vocabulary Teacher Notes

Career Awareness and Society PowerPoint
Break Room Poster Group Activity Guide

Break Room Poster Group Activity Rubric

It’s a 21st Century Thing Handout
•
NOTES & REFLECTION: 
 
The information in this unit may change according to current trends and technology advances.  The Occupational Handbook is updated every year, as are new studies they conduct. Check their website frequently for updates. Many of the activities listed can be omitted or used as homework assignments if time becomes a factor.
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Culminating Unit Performance Task Title: 
Societal Issues and Career Options
Culminating Unit Performance Task Description/Directions/Differentiated Instruction: 
This task will allow students to apply the knowledge learned in this unit to see how each of these societal issues affects a career. 
Distribute the Societal Issues and Career Options Handout. Students will choose a career and answer questions concerning societal issues provided in the handout.
For grading purposes, refer to the Societal Issues and Career Options Rubric.
Students with disabilities can partner with another student if the task is too challenging. 
Attachments for Culminating Performance Task: 
· Societal Issues and Career Options Handout
· Societal Issues and Career Options Rubric
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Web Resources:
· http://www.bls.gov/oco/ 
· http://www.eeoc.gov/laws/types/sexual_harassment.cfm 
· http://uhcc.hawaii.edu/nontrad/overview.php 
Materials & Equipment: 
· Computers with Internet Access
· Projection Equipment
· Magazines and/or Newspapers with Images

· Poster Board

· Markers, Crayons, Colored Pencils

· Cardstock

21st Century Technology Used: 
	X
	Slide Show Software
	
	Graphing Software
	
	Audio File(s)

	X
	Interactive Whiteboard
	
	Calculator
	
	Graphic Organizer

	
	Student Response System
	
	Desktop Publishing 
	
	Image File(s)

	
	Web Design Software
	
	Blog
	X
	Video

	
	Animation Software
	
	Wiki
	
	Electronic Game or Puzzle Maker

	
	Email
	X
	Website
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