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PATHWAY:  
Career Development


COURSE:  

Career Discovery
UNIT 7-5: 

MS_CD_7-5Educational Decision
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Annotation: 
Making good educational decisions, from high school to post-secondary school, is very important.  By understanding how to access the resources necessary to be well informed about the options, requirements and possibilities surrounding their educational future, students will be able to make responsible educational decisions that will benefit them for the rest of their lives.

Grade(s):  

	
	6th

	X
	7th

	
	8th

	
	


Time:  
10 Hours
Author: 
Barbara Mackessy
Students with Disabilities:

For students with disabilities, the instructor should refer to the student's IEP to be sure that the accommodations specified are being provided appropriately. Instructors should also familiarize themselves with the provisions of Behavior Intervention Plans that may be part of a student's IEP. Frequent consultation with a student's special education instructor will be beneficial in providing appropriate differentiation. Many students (both with and without disabilities) who struggle with reading may benefit from the use of text reading software or other technological aids to provide access to printed materials. Many of these are available at little or no cost on the internet.
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GPS Focus Standards: 
MSCD7-3: Students will understand the importance of attaining educational achievement and performance levels needed to reach personal and career goals.

a. Describe study skills and learning habits and styles that promote educational achievement and performance.
b. Recognize correlation between personal educational achievement/performance and workplace success or failure.

c. Identify and examine existing pathways, course offerings and graduation requirements at local high school(s).

d. Examine post-secondary options linked to pathway specific occupations.

e. Identify individual career and educational goals.

f. Demonstrate the decision making process while creating, analyzing, and managing a career plan that promotes attainment of specific career goals.
GPS Academic Standards:
ELA7LSV1. The student participates in student-to-teacher, student-to-student, and group interactions.

ELA7LSV2. The student listens to and views various forms of text and media in order to gather and share information, persuade others, and express and understand ideas. The student will select and critically analyze messages using rubrics as assessment tools.


National / Local Standards / Industry / ISTE:
PS1.A9.     Show how aspects of your self-concept could positively or negatively affect educational achievement (i.e., performance) and/or success at work.

PS1.A10.   Give personal examples of how educational achievement (performance) and/or success at work affected your self-concept.

ED1.A1.    Demonstrate educational achievement and performance levels needed to attain your personal and career goals.

ED1.A2.    Demonstrate strategies you are using to improve educational achievement and performance.

ED1.A3.    Demonstrate acquisition of study skills and learning habits that promote educational achievement and performance.

ED1.A4.    Show how you are using learning style information to improve educational achievement and performance.

ED1.A7.    Show how your educational achievement and performance can expand your workplace options.

ED2.A5.    Show how you are preparing to participate in ongoing learning experiences (e.g., two and four-year colleges, technical schools, apprenticeships, the military, on-line courses, and on the-job training).

CM1.A2.   Develop a career plan to meet your career goals.

CM2.A1.   Give examples of past decisions that demonstrate your decision-making style.

CM2.A2.   Demonstrate the use of a decision-making model.

CM2.A4.   Show how exploring options affected a decision you made.

CM3.A1.   Show how career information has been important in your plans and how it can be used in future plans.
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Enduring Understandings: 
Through investigating the principles and opportunities of making responsible educational decisions students will develop an understanding of the importance of education.  Students will develop a basic understanding of the resources, finances, time, energy, and personal sacrifices involved in completing school.  Career aspirations will improve by showing students the relationship between what they learn in school and what they need to know in the workplace in order to be successful. Education is important and will shape the student’s future abilities to compete in the global marketplace. 
Essential Questions: 
· What is the importance of having an education?

· How is education significant to your success?

· What are possible problems and conflicts that challenge your post-secondary options today?

· What impacts graduation rates?

· What impacts your future choices?

· What do I need to consider in making my post-secondary choices?

· Why do employers care about someone’s education?
· How can we ensure that we will have the skills necessary to compete in the global marketplace?

· What connection does what I’m studying in school in general have to what I’ll need in the real world? 
· What words/ideas come to your mind when I say “high school graduate”?

Knowledge from this Unit:  
The students will be able to:
· Identify occupations which utilize specific elective course skills, including career/technology skills.

· List their local high school extracurricular programs.
· Define post-secondary and list some major post-secondary options.
· Give examples of occupational fields and professions associated with different education and training requirements.

· Compare the major post-secondary options according to types of programs offered, costs, potential jobs and completion rates.

· Recognize both required and desirable high school programs needed to enter each post secondary options.

· Understand the process for obtaining information about a postsecondary option.

· Select sources of information that provide education and training required for specific occupations.

· Explain the difference between technical schools, colleges and universities

· Recognize the general requirements for college admission, the HOPE Grant and HOPE Scholarship and the Zell Miller Scholarship.
Skills from this Unit:  
Students will:
· Calculate their GPAs.
· Create a High School Program of Study based on their personal interests and future goals.
· Apply the goal setting process to personal educational and career planning.
· Select the best possible post-secondary choice for their personal objectives.

· Predict future trends of graduation completion rates based upon past records for their county and state.  
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Assessment Method Type: 
	
	Pre-test

	x
	Objective assessment - multiple-choice, true- false, etc.

	
	x__ Quizzes/Tests

__ Unit test

	x
	Group project

	x
	Individual project

	
	Self-assessment - May include practice quizzes, games, simulations, checklists, etc.

	
	__ Self-check rubrics   

__ Self-check during writing/planning process

_x_ Journal reflections on concepts, personal experiences and impact on one’s life

__ Reflect on evaluations of work from teachers, business partners, and competition judges

__ Academic prompts

__ Practice quizzes/tests

	
	Subjective assessment/Informal observations

	
	__ Essay tests

_x_ Observe students working with partners

__ Observe students role playing

	
	Peer-assessment  

	
	__ Peer editing & commentary of products/projects/presentations using rubrics

__ Peer editing and/or critiquing

	x
	Dialogue and Discussion

	
	_x_ Student/teacher conferences
_x_ Partner and small group discussions

_x_ Whole group discussions
__ Interaction with/feedback from community members/speakers and business partners

	
	Constructed Responses

	
	__ Chart good reading/writing/listening/speaking habits

_x_ Application of skills to real-life situations/scenarios

	
	Post-test


Assessment Attachments and / or Directions: 
HOPE Scholarship Quiz 
HOPE Scholarship Quiz Key
High School Requirement Quiz

High School Requirement Quiz Key
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•
LESSON 1:   Developing an Educational Direction

1.
Identify the standards. Standards should be posted in the classroom.     
MSCD7-3: Students will understand the importance of attaining educational achievement and performance levels needed to reach personal and career goals.
a. Describe study skills and learning habits and styles that promote educational achievement and performance.
b. Recognize correlation between personal educational achievement/performance and workplace success or failure.

c. Identify and examine existing pathways, course offerings and graduation requirements at local high school(s).

d. Examine post-secondary options linked to pathway specific occupations.

e. Identify individual career and educational goals.

f. Demonstrate the decision making process while creating, analyzing, and managing a career plan that promotes attainment of specific career goals.
2.
Review Essential Question(s). Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 
· What is the importance of having an education?

· How is education significant in your success?

· What are possible problems and conflicts that challenge your post-secondary options today?

· What impacts graduation completion rates?

· What words/ideas come to your mind when I say “high school graduate”?

3.
Identify and review the unit vocabulary. Terms may be posted on word wall.  For definitions, refer to the Educational Decisions Vocabulary Handout; optional to hand out to students.
	 Graduation
	Dropouts
	Financial Aid

	Program of Study
	Pathway
	Goals

	GPA
	College
	Zell Miller Scholarship

	HOPE Scholarship
	Program Concentration
	Post secondary

	Gacollege411
	Peach State Pathway
	University

	Core Curriculum
	End of Course Test
	HOPE Grants


4.    To give students an overview of the post secondary options that are out there, use the Post Secondary Options Venn Diagram Guide to compare and contrast options.  First compile a list of varying options and then recreate the diagram on an overhead or board and fill out the chart.

5.    Show to the class, Post-Secondary Options PowerPoint as an overview of the process and importance of educational direction beginning with high school.  
6.    Access and review the Misconceptions About Post Secondary Education Teacher Guide to lead the class in discussion. 
7.
Explain the factors that go into making focused educational decisions and have students follow through with the decision making process.  For example, if a student feels that post secondary education is too expensive then have them research an option of interest and loan, scholarship and financial aid options available.  
8.
Refer also to the Steps of Decision Making Guide for more information to bring up to the class regarding the decision making process.
9.   Students may compile their decision making process and research either in class lab or as homework.  Have students share their ideas and findings as a class.
•
LESSON 2:   The Importance of Educational Decisions

1.   Review Essential Question(s). Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 
· What is the importance of having an education?

· How is education significant in your success?

· What are possible problems and conflicts that challenge your post-secondary options today?

· What impacts graduation completion rates?

· What words/ideas come to your mind when I say “high school graduate”?

2.     Access The Importance of Education PowerPoint and advise the students to take notes.  
3.
Explain that an education is important for their future.  Making the right decision for their personal goals and education is also important.
4.
Describe the benefits and opportunities to “head start” their future by taking advantage of electives and pathways offered in school.
5.
Initiate discussion by asking the class what comes to mind when the students consider the word “career”?  What about the word “job”? What is the difference? Do the students want a career or a job?  
6.
Distribute the Career or Job Comparison Handout.  Ask the class to choose the “career” or “job” category for a variety of job titles and describe the differences.  Choose 10 to 12 different positions from a variety of both “white collar” and “blue collar” jobs and have students use what they have learned to compare and contrast the positions. 
•
LESSON 3:   Employability Skills and Success

1.   Review Essential Question(s). Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 
· How is education significant to your success?

· What words/ideas come to your mind when I say “high school graduate”?

2.     Display the Employability Skills PowerPoint.
· Discuss skills important for “employability” and the levels of education as they relate to potential earnings.

· Describe education levels as requirements for certain positions and provides mathematic examples of what potential income would be using median hourly wage variables for various positions.
4.     Distribute The 40 Hour Work Week Chart Handout and the Hourly Wage Comparison Chart Handout as examples of potential earnings from different wage rates and the relationship between wage rate, job opportunities and education. 
5.
Ask students what kind of expenses they associate with a responsible adult. 


Optional: Ask students to make a hypothetical monthly budget for one year being on their own.  How much would they need to make to live comfortably?  What kind education level or direction would they need to attain in order to get the kind of career job they would need?

6.    Have students consider local job opportunities that might suit their interests and goals.  What will they need to do in order to by qualified for such a position?  
7.
Distribute the Work vs. Wage Activity and have students research on the internet four local career examples that might interest them.  Students will complete the Work vs. Wage Activity by filling out the chart based on the results they have found in their research.  

8.    To give students an idea of potential earning associated with jobs they may not have thought of, have students randomly draw a job description from a stack.  
9.
Each job description should also have an education requirement, from dropout, high school graduate, technical school graduate, college graduate, and professional school. Students will research their given occupation on the internet in groups. 
10.
Refer to the Wage vs. Education Level Group Activity for instructions.
11.
Conclude with class discussion and sharing of the results. 

•
LESSON 4:   Grade Point Average and Scholarships

1.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 
· What are possible problems and conflicts that challenge your post-secondary options today?

· What impacts graduation completion rates?

· What impacts your future choices?

· What do I need to consider in making my post-secondary choices?

2. Interest approach – Mental set 

Initiate class discussion.  Ask the students what they think of when they consider their future?  What do they think will impact your future starting now?  Do they think their grades will impact their future?  What if they were paid for their grades? 
3.  Explain that technically speaking, students in Georgia are paid for their good grades in the form of the HOPE Scholarship and the Zell Miller Scholarship.  This lesson describes what you need to do to be paid for your grades in the future.
4. Explain the grading scale, GPA and the difference between grade scale, grade point average and numerical averages. 
5. Demonstrate and explain the process of computing a GPA.  Discuss the parameters of one’s Grade Point Average –GPA.  Explain that a true GPA starts in the ninth grade and uses the end of the semester and yearly averages.
6. Distribute the Official GPA Worksheet and discuss with the class. 
7. Speculate, what would happen if you graduated high school with a 2.0 GPA, 3.0 GPA, and 4.0 GPA.  What kind of scholarships could be granted?  Could you get into the University or Technical School that you had hoped?  Discuss the HOPE Grant, HOPE Scholarship and Zell Miller Scholarships with the students. 
8. Lead class discussion about the importance of each of these, what are the requirements, the benefits?
9. For additional information, access the links provided below:
http://www.gacollege411.org/Financial_Aid_Planning/HOPE_Program/Georgia_s_HOPE_Scholarship_Program_Overview.aspx 
http://www.absoluteastronomy.com/topics/HOPE_Scholarship 

http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-1483
http://osfa.uga.edu/hope.html
10. Access and review the Scholarship Requirements Teacher Reference for an example list. 
11. Initiate class discussion on scholarships and what students think when they hear the word. 
12.  Divide the class into groups and distribute the Scholarship Options and Qualifications Group Activity.  
13. Provide the HOPE Scholarship as an example and complete the activity as a class on an overhead or on the board. 
14. Refer to Georgia DOE internet resources for information on the HOPE Scholarship requirements.  This resources will additional information and describe the HOPE Scholarship, HOPE Grant and Zell Miller Scholarship in detail.
15.    Have each group choose a different scholarship option and complete either in class or as a homework assignment.
16.    Distribute the HOPE Quiz and have students complete for a grade.  Refer to the HOPE Quiz Key for answers.

17.
Summary: 
Students need to know that grades are important to their future.  They need to know that the higher their grades the better their chances at receiving financial aid.  The students need to know that, if they can keep their grades up in high school, there is financial aid available to them in the form of HOPE and Zell Miller Scholarship.  They will not be able to wait until the last minute to try to improve their grade and be eligible for these opportunities.  

•
LESSON 5:  High School Requirements

1.
Review Essential Questions. Post Essential Questions in the classroom. 
· What are possible problems and conflicts that challenge your post-secondary options today?

· What impacts graduation completion rates?

· What impacts your future choices?

· What do I need to consider in making my post-secondary choices?

· What words/ideas come to your mind when I say “high school graduate”?
2. Discuss high school graduation requirements in the state of Georgia. 
3. Discuss the importance of extra-curricular activities in high school.   Students could be assigned the task to find out what extra-curricular activities are available at their middle school, their local high school, and in the community.
4. Initiate class discussion by asking the class the following questions.  Advise students to take notes.
What are the requirements for the high school diploma in Georgia? What are basic academic requirement for graduation? Is Foreign Language required for graduation?

Note these 23 unit/credit requirements for high school graduation.
· 4 Math

· 4 Science

· 4 Language Arts

· 3 Social Studies

· ½ Health ½ PE

· 3 CTAE and/or Fine Arts and/or Foreign Language

· 4 Electives

5. Discuss different program concentrations and Peach State Pathways offered the county high schools along with jobs/careers they connected to them.
6.     Introduce the students to the CTSO’s in Georgia.  Refer to the link below:    http://www.gadoe.org/ci_cta.aspx?PageReq=CICTAStudent 

7.    Discuss the importance of extra-curricular activities in high school.   Students could be assigned the task to find out what extra-curricular activities are available at their middle school, their local high school, and in the community.
8.     Classroom Activity: 

Access and review the High School Comparison Handout.  Teacher should enter the local school names into the document before they print it or make copies for the groups. 
9.
 Another option would be to split the class into groups, give each group the name of a highs school in different areas of the state and fill out the chart as a class during discussion.  
The teacher will decide how many years and what exact information they would like for their students to research.  This can also be added to by students who complete activities earlier than other students during the course.  This information can be compiled and made available the next grading period and those students can add to the data by finding different facts so that eventually a full background has been developed for each of the schools in area. 

Students can look up data from previous years using their local county websites along with the GADOE site.  Data will include facts from the Georgia Department of Education Website – County and School Systems Report Cards.
11.    This activity should reveal some interesting facts about the high schools in your area.  What does the data tell the students?  What conclusions can the students draw from the data?  Collect and compile all data and put into one document to present to the class.  Initiate class discussion. 
12.   Enrichment Activity:  Interview ten people over the age of 40 and ask them to describe the educational 
changes during their lifetimes and how the changes affect their lives.  Was the change positive or 
negative?  Explain.
13.  Distribute the High School Requirements Quiz and have students complete for a grade.  Refer to the High School Requirements Quiz Key for the answers.
14. Optional Activities for Gifted/Gateway* 
Balancing Education Informational Pamphlet

· In their study of education, students will use what they have learned to generate a list of various ways to balance education with their social life, extracurricular and work life during high school.  
· Students will create and share ideas with an informational pamphlet that serves as an outline for other middle school students to follow and plan for entering high school.
· Ask students what it would take to get the graduation rate (completion rate) up to 100 percent. What do the students think may cause others to drop out.  
· The students will be able to use what they have learned to speculate on other ways students might have confronted his/her problem without dropping out of school and present their ideas in a pamphlet or self-selected product.
· Given a purpose (high school graduation) and adequate date, design a plan to accomplish this purpose (graduating from high school).
•
ATTACHMENTS FOR LESSON PLANS

Post Secondary Options Venn Diagram Guide

Post-Secondary Options PowerPoint
Misconceptions About Post Secondary Education Teacher Guide

Steps of Decision Making Guide

The Importance of Education PowerPoint
Job Or Career Comparison Handout

Employability Skills PowerPoint

The 40 Hour Work Week Chart Handout
Hourly Wage Comparison Chart Handout
Work vs. Wage Activity Handout
Wage vs. Education Level Group Activity
Official GPA Worksheet
Scholarship Requirements Teacher Reference
Scholarship Options and Qualifications Group Activity
HOPE Quiz 
HOPE Quiz Key
High School Comparison Handout
High School Requirements Quiz
High School Requirements Quiz Key
•
NOTES & REFLECTION: 

I created a Gacollege411 account for myself pretending to be a seventh grade student so that I could see and do exactly the same things that I’m asking the students to complete.  I use that account to demonstrate how to do the activities before we go to the computer lab for the students to complete their GAcollege411 activities.  (Just a suggestion that works for me) 

I suggest that the teacher download all the performance standards for every course in every pathway in the state of Georgia and have them in folders.  I put each Concentration in a large notebook and then put each pathway with tabs and the required courses for that pathway inside that tab with colored paper as the divider between the courses.  This will be a time and paper consuming activity but it will have all of the information at the student’s finger tips inside the classroom. This can then be used in place of computers and the internet if the career development teacher does not have access to a computer lab or have computers in the classroom.   
This way when a student wants to know:

What would be taught in that course? OR  

What  would I learn in that class?

Why do I need to take that course? 

The teacher has all the answers at his/her finger tips. 
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Culminating Unit Performance Task Title: 
 Creating an Educational Profile

Culminating Unit Performance Task Description/Directions/Differentiated Instruction: 
Note: The teacher may also want to demonstrate with a computer and multi-media projector how to do the following activities

Students will create a personal profile that describes their education and personal interests, goals and future aspirations.  The students will include a detailed description of any experiences or accomplishments that stand out.  Explain that extracurricular activities, including sports and clubs are very important for personal development and growth.  Keeping a log of accomplishments and affiliations will be very beneficial for future resumes and applications.

If they do not have one already, students will first need to create a profile on Georgia411.org.  Refer to the Your Profile Teacher Guide for detailed instructions.  Instruct students to think about their personal interests and goals.  How would they describe themselves?  Refer to the Log your Accomplishments Teacher Guide and instruct students to think of any awards they may have received in the past.  For example, winning a spelling bee, being elected president of a club and any other honors from all A’s to perfect attendance.  Also, students should include any work experience, from babysitting or dog walking to helping out at a parent’s office.  Explain to students that they should continue to log all note worthy experiences through high school.  
Students will end their profile with by describing their future goals.  Refer to the Looking Ahead Teacher Guide for instructions.  All of the direction sheets can be used either as a teacher reference or made into class sets and distributed to the class.
Attachments for Culminating Performance Task: 
Your Profile Teacher Guide
Log Your Accomplishments Teacher Guide
Looking Ahead Teacher Guide
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Web Resources:
· www.careercruising.com
· www.gcic.edu 

· www.gacollege411.org
· http://www.gacollege411.org/Financial_Aid_Planning/HOPE_Program/Georgia_s_HOPE_Scholarship_Program_Overview.aspx 
· http://www.absoluteastronomy.com/topics/HOPE_Scholarship
· http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/nge/Article.jsp?id=h-1483
· http://osfa.uga.edu/hope.html
· http://www.gadoe.org/DMGetDocument.aspx/HOPE_CHART.doc?p=6CC6799F8C1371F60225E2F9B8E7B8A767835FC44544ED6431AD713A583811D4&Type=D 
The link above is a one page document that describes the HOPE Scholarship, HOPE Grant and Zell Miller Scholarship in detail.

· http://www.gadoe.org/ci_cta.aspx?PageReq=CICTACareer 
Use the above website to find the following items that can be made into posters or handouts for the class.

· PeachState Pathways Occupational Charts
· Ga Jobs and Growth Projections
· Program Concentration Fact sheets
· Crosswalk Georgia 11 Concentrations to Federal 16 Clusters
· Holland Code Alignment to Career Pathways 

· Georgia New Emerging Industries 

· GCIS Georgia Career Clusters to Federal Clusters 

· Georgia Peach State Pathway Charts 

· http://www.occsupplydemand.org/
· http://www.bls.gov/
· http://www.dol.state.ga.us/em/get_labor_market_information.htm
· http://www.dol.state.ga.us/em/occupational_wages.htm
· http://cte.ed.gov/nationalinitiatives/guidanceandcounseling.cfm
· http://www.usg.edu/inst/main.html
· http://www.fafsa.ed.gov
· http://www.lib.umich.edu/libhome/Documents.center/umaffirm.html
· http://nces.ed.gov/pubs/ce/c9645a01.html
· http://www.stw.ed.gov/
· http://www.schoolnet.ca/sne/
· http://www.pacificnet.net/~mandel/
· http://www.ascd.org/index.html
· http://careerpathsonline.com/
· http://www.nelc.org/
· http://www.ed.gov/
· http://www.tgslc.org/
· http://www.collegiate.net/
· http://www.mit.edu:8001/people/cdemello/univ.html
· http://www.collegenet.com/
· http://www.fastweb.com/
· http://www.finaid.org/
· http://mapping-your-future.org/
· http://www.peterson.com/
· http://easi.ed.gov/index.html
· http://www.jobweb.org/catapult/catapult.htm
· http://www.ed.gov/
· http://ericir.syr.edu/
· http://www.cord.org/
· http://www.ed.gov/NCES/
· http://www.stw.ed.gov/
· America’s Career Resource Network (ACRN)  
· Georgia Department of Labor 

· Occupation Supply and Demand 

· Bureau of Statistics 

· http://swz.salary.com/salarywizard/layouthtmls/swzl_salaryrangenarrow_20.html 

Materials & Equipment: 
· Tape

· PowerPoints
· Microsoft office 
· Quizzes 

· Poster Board or Poster Paper

· Overhead Projector/Transparency

· GCIS computer program - optional
· Career Cruising computer program - optional
· Handouts

· Graphic organizer

· Internet 

· Computers, keyboards, mouse, Printer, Multimedia projector, 

· Programs: Microsoft Office , optional -GCIS (Georgia Career Information System), 

· Internet explorer, 

· Internet Permission Usage formed for county/school signed by parent

· Notebooks with dividers

· Box of Paper to download all GPS Standards for all CTAE courses

21st Century Technology Used: 
	x
	Slide Show Software
	
	Graphing Software
	
	Audio File(s)

	x
	Interactive Whiteboard
	x
	Calculator
	x
	Graphic Organizer

	
	Student Response System
	x
	Desktop Publishing 
	
	Image File(s)

	
	Web Design Software
	
	Blog
	
	Video

	
	Animation Software
	
	Wiki
	
	Electronic Game or Puzzle Maker

	x
	Email
	x
	Website
	
	


The optional enrichment activities include the desktop publishing and emailing.[image: image8.jpg]
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