MSCA6-1: Students will understand the personal nature of work and how it relates to them as individuals and as integral parts of society.

a. Identify reasons why individuals work (economic, social, and psychological)

Essential Question:  What would I need to live the life I desire for the future?  What standard of living do I want in the future?
What is a GPA? 

What is my GPA?

What happens when someone is unemployed?

Interpretation:  How is working significant in your success?

Application:  What are the problems and conflicts faced by working today?

Empathy:  What personal problems do low income workers have to endure?  How do they handle these problems?  

Self Knowledge:  Why do you think that you will be employed in the future?

Vocabulary:  

Wants, Needs, 

Standard of Living – the way people live with the money they have. 

Learning Experiences:
Standard of living activity  
Show the PowerPoint on standard of living to the class – “Standard of Living”.  At the end of the PowerPoint pass out the standard of living handouts.  

The teacher will randomly divide the class in groups of four.  Be sure to mix the ability levels in each group.                          
Each group get at least one of the handouts below to start the activity after the PowerPoint has been shown to the class. 

The next two pages have been set up so that they could be printed for student handouts.
 Standard of Living Activity
Each family/group will pretend to have two people working.  Each of those two people will earn $10.00 per hour.

$10.00 X 40 hours per week = $400.00

$400.00 X 4 weeks in a month = $1600.00

$1600.00 minus all state and federal taxes along with social security = $1104.00 per person per month

2 people working X $1104.00 each = $2208.00 bring home money each month

Your family/group must decide how much money to spend on any or all of the items below.  Reminder you must include the basic needs to survive.  I have given you some prices that you are to use if you want that item for your group.

You must write down the item your group/family purchases along with the price.  You must have a total at the end of you list of items.  You are not to spend more money that your group/family earns.  See the top of this sheet for that amount.  You are planning for a month.  Reminder: A month has 4 weeks.

If the price is provide and your group decides to purchase that item then you are to use the price provided. 
Electricity         80 summer/60 winter = $200.00   75 summer/70 winter = $250.00

Telephone   $35.00 without long distance
Cell phone $59.00 plus $10.00 for each additional phone

Long distance $15.00

Water & Sewer   $32.00

Cable TV   $60.00

Car Insurance   $150.00 for first car, add $100.00 for each additional car if any
Car payment – see choices on back of this sheet – your group decides

Car gas – $50.00 per week per car 
Internet - $35.00

Trash Pickup $20.00

Medical Insurance $200.00 for group/family per month

Dental Insurance $50.00 for the group/family per month

Bank Checking account fee $10.00

House – see choices on back of this sheet – your group decides

Food   $50.00 per person per week of the month

Clothes – your group decides

Medical expenses – your group decides

Drug store expenses – your group decides

Savings – your group decides

College funds – your group decides

Eating out – your group decides

Dental expenses – your group decides

Recreation – your group decides

Entertainment – your group decides

Ballgames, Movies – your group decides

Life Insurance – your group decides

Vision Insurance – your group decides

Personal items example: toilet paper, soap, tooth paste, shampoo, laundry soap, paper towels, dish washing soap, bleach, cleaning items, basic personal and household supplies etc. $100.00 per month per group/family.
Automobile – your group decides which one and how many

$200.00 = used sedan car ten years old with radio, CD player, air conditioner

$300.00 = used SUV ten years old

$200.00 = new 2 door, no radio, no air conditioner

$250.00 = new 2 door with radio and air conditioner

$350.00 = new 4 door with radio and air conditioner

$450.00 = new 4 door sedan with radio, CD player and air conditioner

$600.00 = new SUV

$600.00 = new 4 wheel drive Truck with CD player and air conditioner

$650.00 = new 2 seat sports car

Housing – your group decides

$149.00 per week/ Motel by the week one room, one bath

$600.00 2 bedroom one bath apartment

$700.00 2 bedroom and two bath apartment

$900.00 2 bedroom and two baths apartment with swimming pool community

$950.00 3 bedroom and two bath house
$1050.00 3 bedroom and three bath house
$1450.00 4 bedroom and 3 bath house in a swimming and tennis community

Reminder:

Your group must list each item that your group buys/uses along with the cost.

Your group must have a correct grand total listed.

Your group must include all basic needs for survival.

This activity is for one month.

All group members must put their first and last name on the group paper.

All basic needs must be met along with a grand total.  

Calculators are provided in the classroom. 

DO NOT spend more money than you make!
Assessment:

Group/family sheet of purchased items along with the cost of each without going over the grand total budgeted amount.  The students must have included food, water, clothing and shelter at 20 points each and the grand total another 20 points.  If they left any of those items off then the family/group would die in real life.  That is why each of the four basic needs count 20 points each. 
Discuss how every group made different choices.  

Why do you think there was more discussion on some items from the list than others?

How would you feel is this was your real budget and you were responsible for an entire family?

Student checklist for group 
Group processing questions

Teacher observation sheet

Individual processing of group
