Processes and Key Skills to emphasize the unit:
Analyzing data from Department of Labor Website on high demand, high wage and high skilled positions
Collecting, organizing and analyzing data of their grades to compute GPA
Identifying and explain the GPA point system
Identify options after high school

Self-assessments

Self-reflections

Compare and Contrast

Complete 

Conducting interview with an adult to ask homework assignment
Write an Essay

Decision making for planning for future success
Group Assessment 

Unit activities:

1. Introduces students to career opportunities by bringing the world of work to the classroom. 

2. Increase student achievement by showing the relationship between what they learn in school and what they need to know in the workplace

3. Support all career pathway choices.

4. Encourage continuing education and training beyond the entry level.

5. Improve career aspirations by showing students what they can achieve and 

provide a concrete, tangible link that helps students see how their education is immediately relevant to their futures.

Performance task that students will perform to demonstrate their depth of learning.

Predict future trends of their grades based upon past records.  
Write an essay as to what their lives would be like if they had to live off their grades. .

Interview an adult about working.

Complete the calculation of their GPA correctly.

Write instructional activities that address the essential question and skills:

Students select an educational GPA and discuss whether that particular GPA will make life better or worse and be able to justify their answers.

What do you think are the advantage of selecting a career over a job?

Discuss the positive and negative effects of particular GPA’s.
Discuss the current trends in education.
Discuss public opinion polls on education and their selection of a job or career. 
Compare your life today to what could have been if you were in those situations.

Enrichment:

Create a newspaper article based on this unit of instruction.
Subject/Topic Areas:  

Math – Life time salary and wage calculations, salary, wage, salary comparisons, standard of living.    

Science- lifetime work expectancy, standard of living activity
Language Arts- interview, essays, vocabulary, summaries
Social Studies- employment trends and the economy, social and economic problems with bad grades
Evaluation Process:  The evaluations/assessments are listed on each separate lesson plan.  

The student’s evaluation process of this unit will consist of teacher observations, teacher made worksheets, quiz, essay presentations, oral responses, journals, group project, group performance assessment, and self-reflections.  Using many different evaluation processes the teacher will have a better indication of what the student has truly learned during this unit.  This will also provide the student with a variety of ways to express his/her individual uniqueness in their schoolwork.


Performance Assessments require the students to perform the task rather than choose an answer from a ready-made test.  This will be a better indicator of the student’s understanding of the subject area.  The students will take pride in their work and help in the evaluation process, along with the teacher responses, teacher evaluations, student and teacher checklist.

Fluency (creating as many ideas as possible)

What words or ideas come to mind when I say “jobs”.

What words or ideas come to mind when I say “careers”.

What are some consequences of making bad grades in school?  How could you face them?

What are some consequences of making good grades in school?  How could you face them?
The students will brainstorm as many examples of high demand jobs/careers.
The students will brainstorm as many examples of high skilled jobs/careers.

The students will brainstorm as many examples of high wage jobs/careers.

The student will suggest some different way to get an education.

Pretend you are working in a low paying position.  How does it feel?  
In their study of why people work and comparing jobs and careers, student will use what they have learned to think of many ways in which having the standard of living that they desire would help them to make better live for themselves and their future family and will share their ideas in a think, pair and share.
In their study of where money goes, students will use what they have learned to generate a list of many ways to balance the payments for their basic needs, social life, extracurricular and work life and share ideas in a class discussion.
Elaboration (developing more ideas from current ideas)

Based on what you’ve written about jobs and careers what other ideas come to mind?

Add money to your paycheck to make it more manageable, how much money would you need to add to your budget to meet your current standard of living?

Extend your future plans to include the A & B honor roll?  What would you plans include now and why?

Flexibility (breaking ideas down into non-overlapping groups)

Group the list of jobs and careers into categories by similarities.

How many different ways can you group these jobs and careers?

What alternative labels might be applied to these groups?

Speculate, what would happen if you continued to make the grades you are making now in high school.

Speculate, what would happen if you graduated high school with a 2.0 GPA, 3.0 GPA, 4.0 GPA.

In their study of GPA and standard of living, students will be able to use what they have learned to speculate what life would be life if they continued to make the grades they are making now and then had to live off of their grades.
In their study of education, students will speculate what would happen if everyone graduated from a four-year college or university and share their ideas through class discussion.  Who would do the skilled positions and non-skilled positions?
Originality (thinking of things/groups unique to this activity)

Given a purpose (high school graduation) and adequate date, design a plan to accomplish this purpose (graduating from high school).

Using your personal experience, write a short story or poem about the jobs and careers you have had contact with up to this point in your life.

Image you are a successful employee.  How would you look, feel and talk?

Enrichment:

Based on your personal knowledge of jobs/careers, design or invent the perfect job for you in the future.

What key knowledge and skills will students acquire as a result of this unit?  The individual student objectives are listed on each lesson plan.

Brief Summary of the Unit:  This is a unit about why people work and comparing jobs to careers. .  This unit will incorporate the disciplines of Math, Science, Language Arts, Social Studies, and Careers.  Through the use of reading, writing, analyzing salary and wage data, speaking, listening, discussing, brainstorming and creating the students will become more familiar with the importance of working in the future.  The student will participate in cooperative group activities during this unit.  As the culminating activity, the students will write an essay about what life would be like if they had to live off of their grades.

The unit activities will involve the following intelligences: 

Spatial Intelligence:  Teacher’s wall display or poster required to have a 3-D section.
Musical Intelligence:  Enrichment Students will participate in the creation of their own job or career jingle to advertise that position.
Bodily-Kinesthetic Intelligence:  The students will enter the room for class, sharpen their pencils, open their notebooks and agenda, sit properly, and maintaining correct eye contact while listening and answering oral questions.

Linguistic Intelligence:  Student reflections

Logical-Mathematical Intelligence:  Students will have to compute their GPA, overall GPA, and HOPE Scholarship GPA. Logical-Mathematical Intelligence will be included in the standard of living activities, economy problems and money management.
Interpersonal Intelligence:  Students will complete a family budget with collaborative partners. The students will also Think, Pair, Share information.

Intrapersonal Intelligence:  Students will reflect upon their prior job and career knowledge.   Students will reflect on the consequences of making good and bad grades in school.  Students will reflect on the balance of education and success. Reflections will be recorded in their career notebooks and journals.  .

What essential question will guide this unit and focus teaching and learning?

Explanation:  Why do people work?

Interpretation:  How is working significant in your success?

Application:  What are the problems and conflicts faced by working today?

Perspective:  How has your view of jobs and careers and why people work changed after you completed this unit?

Empathy:  What personal problems do low income workers have to endure?  How do they handle these problems?  

Self Knowledge:  Why do you think that you will be employed in the future?

Through which facets will students develop and reveal their understanding?

Explanation:  Students will develop a research project and complete an oral presentation, with the use of visual aids, to demonstrate their understanding of education.

Interpretation:  Student will plan their high course program of study.  Students will select the best possible post secondary choice for themselves.

Application:  Student will develop a resume and interview skills.   Students will research the problems of modern dropouts face. 

Perspective:  Students will investigate the financial benefits of education.  

Empathy:  Student will modify their attitude about why people work because of their newly acquired knowledge and participation in this unit.

Self Knowledge:  Students will complete a list of jobs and a list of careers.  Students will compare and contrast their list of jobs and careers with other student’s lists.
Enduring Understanding:  After studying this unit on why people work and comparing jobs and careers, student will develop an understanding of the importance of working for the right reasons in the future.  Students will develop a basic understanding of the resources, finances, time, energy, and personal sacrifices involved in completing school and working.

Before this unit:  

Unit on Acceptable Behaviors and Attitudes

Unit on Decision Making Steps, Goal Setting Process
Dimensions of Learning:

1. The classroom teacher will display a positive attitude at all times.  The teacher will also serve as a role model and provide a supportive environment. 

2. The students will acquire knowledge about why people work jobs and careers.
3. They students will extend and refine knowledge by discovering the facts, which may change preconceived ideas about why people work and what is the difference between jobs and careers.

4. Students will exhibit a meaningful use of knowledge about the unit in their essays.

5. Productive habits of mind will be achieved with students completing self-assessments, researching, organizing facts for debates, developing projects, experimenting with creative ideas with technology.  Students will be asked to use knowledge acquired by using problem solving techniques, making investigative decisions, creating three dimensional designs, setting up and following through with projects.  By constantly seeking accuracy, persistence, being open minded, and pushing themselves to the limit students will achieve the highest standards possible.

Special education students should be provided with adaptation according to their IEP’s.   A typed copy of all notes and board work is suggested so that they can have a copy in their notebook and at home.  Larger posters can be made to go over the work and material covered orally.  Teacher needs to give individualized instruction for students who need it.

Messages should be sent home to the parents to keep them informed as needed.

Process: “Please note that some process goals are not specifically reflected in the activities that follow.  Rather, the atmosphere of the classroom is modified to encourage advancement toward these goals at all times.  (Maker, Nielson)

Cognitive Process 
1. Student will make informed choices.

2. Student will develop and implement a plan of action for individual and small group projects.
3. Student will validate information based on credibility, accuracy, and logic.

4. Student will draw tentative conclusions and make predictions based on available information.

5. Student will have opportunities to admit a mistake.
6. Student will have opportunities to generate new ideas.

Affective Process: 
1. Student will trust his/her perceptions even when different from those of others and have confidence in his/her own creative thinking.

2. Student will ask questions and explore ideas that arise spontaneously.

3. Student will use the mind’s eye to ravel through time and think about the future.
4. The student will become a contributing group member by incorporating his/her own ideas with those of another person to produce a different, more complete, and interesting idea or product.

Product Goal:

 The student will develop projects that are refined or challenge existing ideas; that incorporate innovative ideas; and that utilize techniques, material, forms, and a body of knowledge in a unique way.” (Maker, Nielson)

How to introduce the unit:  Upcoming events/ future attractions posted on bulletin board of classroom.  Will you work a job or a career?  Word wall is too displayed in the classroom.  Posters could be displayed in the classroom relating to how to be successful in the future

Activate Learning:
Vocabulary words on WORD WALL

WORDLE poster of key words for the unit

Coming attractions on wall

Behavior expectations on a poster on wall

Essential question displayed

Performance Standards for Unit displayed in room

Bulletin board and displays reinforce major course concepts and promote student interaction
