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Descriptions of each step are on the reverse side.
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MOTIONS





Main Motion: Brings an item of business before the Assembly for consideration (e.g. reference committee recommendation). 


Once presented to the Assembly, the recommendations become the main motion to debate and vote upon.


Specific Main Motions:





AMEND A PREVIOUS ACTION; an action taken at a previous meeting





RATIFY; an action taken between meetings





RECONSIDER; an action taken at the current meeting





RESCIND; an action taken at a previous meeting





RESUME CONSIDERATION; a motion that was “tabled” at the current meeting





Subsidiary Motions:  


Modify or apply to the main motion. 


Requires a second


Cannot be made by interrupting the debate


Outranked by motions above on pyramid


Outranks motions below on pyramid (listed in order of precedence) 





AMEND: Used to change the wording of the main motion using the following mechanisms:


Strike out


Insert


Substitution


Strike out and Insert





REFER: Transfers a main motion from the Assembly to a specified committee





POSTPONE TO A CERTAIN TIME: Postpones a discussion or a vote until a later time during the meeting





LIMIT OR EXTEND DEBATE: Requires a second and 2/3 majority to pass





CLOSE DEBATE (Call the Question): Used to stop debate and bring the question before the Assembly to a vote; requires a second and 2/3 majority to carry  





POSTPONE TEMPORARILY used to set aside the present business before the Assembly and allows other business to take place or provides more time to gather information; to return to the main motion, a motion to RESUME CONSIDERATION must be made





QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE: Relates to the immediate convenience, comfort, or rights of members of the Assembly





RECESS provides a break in the meeting





ADJOURN terminates the meeting








