Medical Laboratory Skills Check

Procedure: Obtaining a Culture Specimen
	Student
	

	Date
	



Directions: Teachers PLEASE NOTE; in some states, health occupations students are not permitted to perform any procedure involving obtaining blood.  It is vital that you determine what you are legally permitted to do.  Place a check in the appropriate box as you assess student’s skills.

	PROCEDURE STEPS
	Mastery
	Fair/ Needs Improvement
	Failure

	1. Check Dr.s orders and assemble equipment
	
	
	

	2. Review the information on the procedure; you may refer to it throughout the procedure. 
	
	
	

	3. Wash hands. Put on gloves & other PPE as needed.
	
	
	

	4. Knock on patients’ door/ introduce your self and identify the patient.  Explain the procedure.  Obtain consent. 
	
	
	

	5. Check the body area where the specimen is to be obtained. The orders should state the site for taking the specimen.
	
	
	

	6. Remove the sterile applicator from its package. Making sure you do not touch the cotton tip to any surface or contaminate it in any way.
	
	
	

	7. Place the sterile tip in the site to be cultured. Use a gentle but firm rotating motion to cover the tip with the specimen.
	
	
	

	8. Remove applicator from the site being careful not to contaminate it.
	
	
	

	9. Take caution not to touch the sides of the container because the specimen smears on the sides of the container instead of being placed in the medium
	
	
	

	10. Place applicator into the sterile tube or culture medium. Make sure the tip is in the medium.(for those culture mediums that have a glass container inside it is necessary to gently squeeze and break the glass tube to saturate the tip of the applicator once it’s re-inserted into the sterile tube.) 
	
	
	

	11. Label the specimen with patients name, address, ID#, doctors name, the date, type of test, and site from which obtained. Complete required lab forms.
	
	
	

	12. Take or send specimen to the laboratory. Clean and replace all equipment.  Make sure all disposable / infectious waste is placed in the proper containers.  Clean contaminated areas with a disinfectant.
	
	
	

	13. Remove gloves and discard in biohazard bag. Wash Hands.
	
	
	

	14. Record all required information on patients chart. 
	
	
	

	*for scoring purposes use an “S” if they successfully mastered the steps and a “U” for unsatisfactory and needs to repeat the skill procedure.  
	
	
	

	Signature below of official performing skills check.
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