Following Instructions Activity
By: Art Hargrove, Ag Ed teacher, Carson Middle School, Greene County, Georgia.  Modified by: Georgia Ag Ed Curriculum office, October 2005.

This activity as a way to emphasize listening skills in and outside of the classroom, the activity can also be used as an ice-breaker.  It is interesting to see how many different designs are created using the same directions.  When the students are done you can have them sign their creation and tape them on the wall or you can create a bulletin board out of the creations.  A follow up or additional activity is to allow the students to fold and tear the paper free-form, to see who can be the most creative.   

Instructions:

1. Explain to the students the importance of listening skills.

2. Tell them to listen carefully as you read the steps (before they actually perform the steps.) 

3. Ask them if they think everyone in the class can follow the directions close enough that the results will look the same?

4. Give everyone a clean sheet of paper.  Have the class close their eyes and listen as they perform the steps while you read through them again.

5. With eyes closed (so they don’t copy each other):
1. Fold the paper in half
2. Fold it in half again
3. Tear off the right hand corner
4. Fold the paper in half again
5. Tear off the bottom, left corner 
6. Tear a semi-circle off the top, left corner
7. Open the paper to full size (the students can now open their eyes)

You will have many different variations. Feel free to make this activity as much fun as possible. For added interest offer a reward for students who have followed the instructions and have the "correct" design. You may want to do the activity with the students and declare your design to be the “correct” design. One of the lessons of this activity is that no matter how specific the directions are, some people may interpret them in different ways. The main objective, of course, is to emphasize the importance of listening and following directions.

Examples:
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