Hair Cutting Study Guide
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The most effective way to establish design lines that are proportionate is with
reference points. 1

The apex is the highest point on the head.

The widest area of the head, starting at the temples and ending at the bottom of
the crown, is the parietal ndge. '

The occipital bone is found at the base of the skull.

The widest points in the fringe/bang area are the two front corners.

The crown is the area between the back of the parietal ridge and the apex.

When combed into its natural falling position, the fringe or bang area fallsno
further than the outer corners of the eyes. . - -

By parting the hair at the parietal ridge and continuing all the way around the
head, you can locate the top. | _ - -
Straight lines that are level and direct the eye from one side to the other are '
horizontal lines. |

For control during haircutting, the hair is parted into uniform working areas called
sections. _ a
Elevation is measured in degrees. - .

Elevating the hair below 90 deerees when cutting has the effect of building
weight. ‘

The more graduation you want to create, the more you need to elevate the hair.
The length the hair will be cut is determined by a section of hair called the
guideline. ‘ '

The stationary guideline is used mostly in blunt hair cuts.

A guideline that moves as the haircut progresses is called a traveling guideline.
The angle at which the fingers are held during cutting 1s called the cutting line.
When the hair is combed away from its natural falling position toward a
guideline, rather than straight out from the head, that is called overdirection.

A stationary guideline is used to create a length or weight increase in a haircut
when using overdirection. ,

By using a traveling guide and no overdirection to cut the same lengths
throughout a haircut, you are creating uniform layers.

Straight hair shrinks Y% to ¥ inch as 1t dries. .
Curly hair shrinks as it dries even more than straight hair does, by about %2 inch to
2 inches. '

The client consultation before a haircut should always include analyzing the face
shape. .

Density, texture, wave patterns, hairlines, and growth patterns are characteristics
that determine the behavior of the hair.

Hair texture, classified as coarse, medium, or fine, is based on the diameter ot
each strand.

The amount of movement in the hair strand is called wave pattern.

Blunt or straight lines are cut in the hair with haircutting shears.

The straight razor is used mainly to create a softer effect on the ends.

For close tapers in the nape and sides when using the shears over comb technique,
use the barber comb. '
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Study Guide for Hair Cutting

Thinning shears are used mainly to remove bulk from hair.

Generally, most of the work in haircutting is done by the cutting hand.

The finger grip of the still blade is tor the nng finger.

The most efficient way to handle both comb and shears while combing the halr is
to palm the shears.

Tension is the amount of pressure created on a subsectlon of hair by stretchmg
and pulling the hair. '

The best way to maintain control of the subsectlon when cuttmg with a vert1ca1 or
diagonal cutting line 1s by cutting palm to palm.

Before blow drying the client’s hair, you should sweep up the cut hair.

You should replace the blade in your razor prior to each new client.

The haircut that uses zero elevation is the blunt haircut. .

The most common elevation used to cut a graduated haircut is 45 degrees.

The basic haircut in which the hair 1s cut at a 180 degree angle is the long layered
haircut. o
Layers create movement and volume in the hair, and the ends appear farther apart.

You can expect uneven results in the ﬁmshed haircut if you cut hair that 1s partly

damp and partly dry.

Parting the hair opposite to the way 1n which you cut 1t to check the lengths is
known as cross checking.

A blunt haircut that 1s cut with the client’s head tilted forward Wlll have slight
graduation of the line.

A diagonal cutting line 1s used to cut an A line bob.

A tool that should be avoided when cutting curly hair is a razor.

Cutting with the guide above the fingers only is a feature of razor cutting.

When working with a razor, remember not to use it on dry hair.

Slide cutting 1s a method of ha1rcutt1ng in which the shears glide along the edge of
the section.

The texturizing technique in which pieces of hair are snipped out with the finger
tips of the shears is free hand notching. '

Removing bulk and removing weight are more modemn terms for thinning the
hair.

When clipper cutting, if you want to cut all the hair to one exact length, you can
use a length guard attachment.

Clippers are the best tool for creating a flat top cut.

. Working against the natural growth patterns is particularly important when cutting

with clippers.
For clean necklines and around the ears, you may use smaller sized clippers called
edgers.
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