                                    Gray Hair Cheat Sheet 
Below are rules to remember when working with gray hair:

1. Temporary and Semi-Permanent Haircolors will not cover gray hair.

2.  Demi-Permanent Haircolors will blend gray hair at best.  Remember

     to listen to the clients closely, some will request 100% gray coverage,

     but do not want permanent haircolor. ( This can not be achieved with 

     Demi-Permanent haircolor).
 3. Only Permanent Haircolor will provide 100% gray coverage, and 

      even then, may not cover completely without “Pre-Softening” the hair.

 4.  Gray cuticles can be tighter and more resistant to accepting 

      haircolor, requiring a pre-softening technique.    
 5.  When working with levels 8 or lighter, remember the color might 

     not provide complete gray coverage because of the low amount of

     color pigment in the formula.

 6.  Formulations using levels 7 or darker will provide more gray 

      coverage. 

  8. “Salt and Pepper” hair color accepts haircolor usually one level darker
       because any pigmented hair will turn darker. For this reason, formulate

       haircolor on the average, one to two levels lighter to ensure natural result.
 7. Pre-Softening raises the cuticle for better haircolor penetration-

          * Apply pre-softening by either using the “N” series of the desired level 

              and apply directly to hair.

          * Process at room temperature for 5- 20 minutes depending on 

             how resistant the hair appears.

           * Wipe pre-softener color off with a paper towel or cloth.

           * Finally, apply haircolor formula for desired results.

 8. Alternative Pre-Softening Method:

            * Using  20 volume developer, apply directly to resistant area 

              using a small brush or bottle.

             *Allow to process for 10 minutes, wipe off and remove with 

               towel.

              *Lastly, mixed desired haircolor and apply to hair. Process,

              *Rinse and shampoo. 
9.  Yellowed Gray Hair – Caused by a variety of factors, smoking, medications,

      sun exposure, hair sprays and styling gels. 

10. When  correcting yellowed gray hair, options include:
      a. Using a Haircolor Removal product..
      b. Lighteners,(bleach) with low developer. 

      c. Haircolor – Using the same level or darker, use a violet-base haircolor to 

         neutralize the unwanted yellow tones. 

