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PATHWAY:  
Teaching as a Profession

COURSE:  

Contemporary Issues in Education

UNIT 1:   

Careers
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Introduction
Annotation: 
In this unit students will study about careers and about the training necessary to attain careers within the field of education.  They will explore and reflect upon the Code of Ethics for Georgia educators. Students will understand the professional organizations associated with specific careers as well as the professional organizations for teachers available at the state and national levels. Students will be assessed through student demonstrations, presentations, and portfolio reflections about activities conducted within the learning laboratories. 
Grade(s): 
	
	9th

	x
	10th

	x
	11th

	x
	12th


Time:  
Approximately 20 hours (18 periods of 50 minutes or 10 clocks of 90 minutes)
Author:  
Sarah Klimek (Worth County School System) and Susan Mullins (Coweta County School System)
Additional Contributor(s): 
Contemporary Issues in Education, Dewar College of Education, Valdosta State University, Maggie Roberts, Barbara Creaser, Kay McCullough, Phyllis Hall (Coweta County School System)Diane Brogdon (Walton County School District)

Students with Disabilities:

For a student with disabilities, the instructor should refer to the student's IEP to be sure that the accommodations specified are being provided. The instructor should become familiar with the provisions of Behavior Intervention Plans that may be part of a student's IEP. Frequent consultation with a student's special education instructor will be beneficial in providing appropriate differentiation.

Focus Standards

GPS Focus Standards: 
EDU-CIE-1. Students will demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the academic subject matter required for proficiency within their area. 

EDU-CIE-2. Students will analyze career paths in the area of education.

a. Identify career opportunities and interests in the field of education.

b. Determine preparation and educational requirements for various levels of employment in the field of education.

c. Compare and contrast national, state, and local professional organizations.

d. Select appropriate specialized associations of teachers.

e. Determine rewards and demands including salaries and benefits for various levels of employment in the field of education.

EDU-CIE-4. Students will recognize the inevitable presence of societal and cultural influences in contemporary educational thought and practice.

a. Understand and employ value orientations and ethical perspectives in analyzing and interpreting critical and contemporary educational ideas.

b. Develop systematic procedures in examining the normative and ethical assumptions of critical and contemporary schooling practice and educational ideas.

c. Evaluate conceptions of truth, justice, and caring as they are applied in contemporary educational policy and practice.

EDU-CIE-5. Students will understand and apply critical perspectives on education and schooling.

a. Utilize theories and critiques of the overarching purposes of schooling as well

as considerations of the intent, meaning, and contemporary.

b. Use critical judgment to question contemporary educational assumptions and

arrangements and to identify contradictions and inconsistencies among current

social and educational values, policies, and practices.

GPS Academic Standards: 

ELA9W1. The student produces writing that establishes an appropriate organizational structure, set and engages the reader, maintains a coherent focus throughout, and signals closure.

SLA12C1. The student demonstrates understanding and control of the rules of the English language, realizing that usage involves the appropriate application of conventions and grammar in both written and spoken formats.

SSEPF6. The student will describe how the earnings of workers are determined in the marketplace. 

SSCG7. The student will describe how thoughtful and effective participation in civic life is characterized by obeying the law, paying taxes, serving on a jury, participating in the political process, performing public service, registering for military duty, being informed about current issues, and respecting differing opinions.

ELA11W3. The student uses research and technology to support writing.
Understandings & Goals

Enduring Understandings: 
Students will understand the necessity of a code of ethics for educators. Students will understand the importance of the use of a variety of current technologies in facilitating learning.  Students will understand how to achieve their chosen career(s) through courses of study, standardized testing, and hiring procedures in their local school system and in the state of Georgia. Students will research and understand professional organizations for educators, the role of the state government in education, and the role of local governing bodies for public schools.
Essential Questions:  
How do various careers in the field of education fare with the economic forecast (statewide and nationally) for jobs and careers? 

How are academic standards important to persons preparing to become teachers?

How can participation in various professional organizations be advantageous to education professionals? 

Knowledge from this Unit:  

a.  Careers in education in Georgia
b.  Ten ethical standards of the Code of Ethics

c.  Familiarity with www.GACollege411.org /www.careersmarts.com/www.gcic.peachnet.edu /www.careercruising.com
d.  Routes to certification (www.gapsc.com) and information available from local school system website’s professional learning information

e.  Economic forecast for the state and the nation and state salary schedules  comparisons for careers in education

f.   State governance and local governance of public schools in Georgia
g.   Authentic laboratory experiences

h.  Key Terms:  

•  licensure
•  certification

•  GACE

•  reciprocity

•  Georgia Professional Standards Commission
•  professional learning

•  teacher preparation program 
•  program of study

•  provisional certification

Skills from this Unit:  
Students will be able to use GACollege411.org, www.gacic.peachnet.edu, and other resources to begin the application process for the education necessary to begin a career in education.  Students will demonstrate use of teaching technology.  Students will demonstrate professional behavior and practices. 


Assessment(s)
Assessment Method Type
	x
	Pre-test (available from recommended text Teachers, Schools, and Society)

	
	Objective assessment - multiple-choice, true- false

	x
	_x Quizzes and Tests

__ Unit test

	x
	Group project

	x
	Individual project

	x
	Self-assessment - May include practice quizzes, games, simulations, and checklists

	
	___ Self-check rubrics   

__ Self-check during writing and planning process

_x_ Journal reflections on concepts, personal experiences and impact on one’s life

_x_ Reflect on evaluations of work from teachers, business partners, and competition judges

_x_ Academic prompts

___ Practice quizzes and tests

	x
	Subjective assessment and Informal observations

	
	_x Essay tests

_x Observe students working with partners

_x Observe students role playing

	x
	Peer-assessment  

	
	_x Peer editing and commentary of products, projects, and presentations using rubrics

__ Peer editing or critiquing

	x
	Dialogue and Discussion

	
	_x Student - teacher conferences

_x Partner and small group discussions

_x Whole group discussions

__ Interaction with or feedback from community members, speakers, and business partners

	x
	Constructed Responses

	
	___ Chart good reading/writing/listening/speaking habits

_x_ Application of skills to real-life situations/scenarios

	x
	Post-test (available from recommended text Teachers, Schools, and Society)


Assessment(s) Title: 

Power point presentation using interactive white board  

Laboratory experiences and reflections

Classroom notebook

Writing assignment
Assessment(s) Description and Directions: 
1.  Students will prepare a 6-10 minute presentation. Students will choose among the following topics: 

Teacher certification routes in Georgia;
Careers in education with the economic forecast for each career and salary information;

Professional organizations for educators; An interview with one of the following educators: assistant principal or principal, media specialist, superintendent, curriculum director, special education teacher.

2.  Students will participate in laboratory experiences, will report and discuss their experiences with peers, and will reflect upon those experiences in their journals. 

3.  Students will tour the central office of their school system, will meet with the superintendent or his/her representatives, and will attend a local Board of Education meeting. 

Attachments for Assessment(s):  
Presentation Rubric; Writing Rubric


Learning Experiences
Sequence of Instruction


1.    Identify the Standards. Standards for each lesson should be posted in the classroom.

EDU-CIE-1. Students will demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the academic subject matter required for proficiency within their area. 

EDU-CIE-2. Students will analyze career paths in the area of education.
a. Identify career opportunities and interests in the field of education.

b. Determine preparation and educational requirements for various levels of employment in the field of education.

c. Compare and contrast national, state, and local professional organizations.

d. Select appropriate specialized associations of teachers.

e. Determine rewards and demands including salaries and benefits for various levels of employment in the field of education.

EDU-CIE-4. Students will recognize the inevitable presence of societal and cultural influences in contemporary educational thought and practice.

a. Understand and employ value orientations and ethical perspectives in analyzing and interpreting critical and contemporary educational ideas.

b. Develop systematic procedures in examining the normative and ethical assumptions of critical and contemporary schooling practice and educational ideas.

c. Evaluate conceptions of truth, justice, and caring as they are applied in contemporary educational policy and practice.

EDU-CIE-5. Students will understand and apply critical perspectives on education and schooling.

a. Utilize theories and critiques of the overarching purposes of schooling as well as considerations of the intent, meaning, and contemporary.

b. Use critical judgment to question contemporary educational assumptions and arrangements and to identify contradictions and inconsistencies among current social and educational values, policies, and practices.

ELA9W1. The student produces writing that establishes an appropriate organizational structure, set and engages the reader, maintains a coherent focus throughout, and signals closure.

SLA12C1. The student demonstrates understanding and control of the rules of the English language, realizing that usage involves the appropriate application of conventions and grammar in both written and spoken formats.

SSEPF6. The student will describe how the earnings of workers are determined in the marketplace. 

SSCG7. The student will describe how thoughtful and effective participation in civic life is characterized by obeying the law, paying taxes, serving on a jury, participating in the political process, performing public service, registering for military duty, being informed about current issues, and respecting differing opinions.

ELA11W3. The student uses research and technology to support writing.
2.  Review essential questions.

How do various careers in the field of education fare with the economic forecast (statewide and nationally) for jobs and careers? 
How are academic standards important to persons preparing to become teachers?

How can participation in various professional organizations be advantageous to education professionals? 

3.  Identify and review the unit key words. 

•Licensure -
•Certification 
• GACE 
• Reciprocity  
• Georgia Professional Standards Commission 
• Professional learning

• Teacher preparation program 

• Program of study 


• Provisional certification 
4.  Research careers in education: job requirements, salaries, training, and outlook.
GCIS Career Portfolio and Interests Inventory
Valdosta State notebook careercruising.com exploration activities (see attachments)

GaCollege411.org
5.  Research the Georgia Professional Standards Commission website for certification requirements.

 Teachers, Schools, and Society Reader.  Reading 1.2 “How to Build a Better Teacher,” by Robert Holland. Use “article mark up” literacy strategy from Do I really have to teach Reading? by Chris Tovani
6.  Tour the local central office and speak with HR concerning hiring procedures, certification, salary, and benefits. 

-Create a chart comparing your district to surrounding school districts or states. 
7.  Attend a board of education meeting.


-Write an essay reflecting on the role of the School Board in the education system. 

8.  Generate a local educators’ resource list with full contact information for each.  

-Example: curriculum director, HR director, maintenance, transportation, finance, technology, etc. 
9 .  Research, identify, and explain professional organizations.


-See Teachers, Schools, and Society Chapter 1


-Invite a representative from PAGE, AFT, and GAE to speak with students. Include representatives from other professional organizations like ACTE and GAEL. (See attached worksheet)

-Prepare a chart comparing and contrasting the beliefs, benefits, professional dues, and organization of the following professional groups: PAGE, GAE, and AFT. 
10.  Administer Teachers, Schools, and Society key terms quiz

11.  Complete a writing assignment: 

Students choose a specific career within the field of education. They will prepare a career guide and interactive whiteboard presentation for that particular job. The guide will include the following items:

- Training and degree requirements, local colleges that offer the career program, required testing for licensure, job description, salary and outlook, interview of a teacher in that area, professional organizations available to join in the area.  

** All assignments will be placed in the “Careers” section of the classroom notebook.
Attachments for Learning Experiences:  
Access to the notebook Contemporary Issues in Education, Dewar College of Education, 
Valdosta State University by M. Roberts, B. Creaser, and K. McCullough is helpful. 
Notes & Reflections:
 Instructors should require that students keep all assignments in a classroom notebook. 

Culminating Performance Task (Optional)
Culminating Unit Performance Task Title:  

Classroom Notebook
Culminating Unit Performance Task Description, Directions, Differentiated Instruction: 
 

Students will keep a classroom notebook in which they will place the activities they complete in each unit. 
Attachments for Culminating Performance Task: 
Classroom notebook check list

Unit Resources 

Web Resources: 
gapsc.com; teachgeorgia.org; gacollege411.org; careersmart.com; 
gcic.peachnet.edu; PAGE, NEA, GAE, AFT; GAEL websites; local system website
Attachment(s): 
Presentation Rubric, Writing Rubric, Career Cruising Activities, Professional Organizations
Materials & Equipment: 
Projector, computers with Internet access, textbook or hardcopy library resources, power point, and interactive white board.
What 21st century technology was used in this unit: 
Top of Form

	x
	Slide Show Software
	
	Graphing Software
	
	Audio File(s)

	x
	Interactive Whiteboard
	
	Calculator
	x
	Graphic Organizer

	
	Student Response System
	
	Desktop Publishing 
	
	Image File(s)

	
	Web Design Software
	
	Blog
	
	Video

	
	Animation Software
	x
	Wiki
	
	Electronic Game or Puzzle Maker

	
	Email
	x
	Website
	
	


Bottom of Form
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