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Career, Technical, & Agricultural Education




PATHWAY:   Teaching as a Profession

COURSE:        Contemporary Issues in Education

UNIT 2:          History and Organization 
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Introduction

Annotation: 


Students will understand the history of the United States public education system, will examine the major 
court cases and laws that influenced the system, will understand the structure of public education (in the 
U.S., the state of Georgia, and on the local system level), and will study the way that students and schools 
are evaluated.

Grade(s): 
	
	9th

	x
	10th

	x
	11th

	x
	12th


Time:  
20 periods of 50 minutes; or 13 blocks of 90 minutes; or approximately 20 hours
Author: 
 Sarah Klimek (Worth County School System) and Susan Mullins (Coweta County School System)
Additional Contributors: 
Contemporary Issues in Education, Dewar College of Education, Valdosta State University, Maggie Roberts, Barbara Creaser, Kay McCullough

Phyllis Hall (Coweta County School System)

Diane Brogdon (Walton County School District)
Students with Disabilities:
For a student with disabilities, the instructor should refer to the student's IEP to be sure that the accommodations specified are being provided. The instructor should become familiar with the provisions of Behavior Intervention Plans that may be part of a student's IEP. Frequent consultation with a student's special education instructor will be beneficial in providing appropriate differentiation.


Focus Standards

GPS Focus Standards: 
EDU-CIE-1. Students will demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the academic subject matter required for proficiency within their area. 

EDU-CIE-3. Students will understand and apply disciplinary knowledge from the humanities and social sciences to interpret the meanings of education and schooling in diverse and contemporary contexts. 
a.
Develop habits of using this knowledge base in evaluating and formulating educational practice.
b.
Examine and explain the practice, leadership, and governance of education in different societies in light of its origins, major influences, and consequences.
c.
Utilize critical understanding of education thought and practice and decisions and events, including current events which have shaped them.
EDU-CIE-4. Students will recognize the inevitable presence of societal and cultural influences in 
contemporary educational thought and practice. 
a.
Develop habits of using this knowledge base in evaluating and formulating educational practice.
b.
Examine and explain the practice, leadership, and governance of education in different societies in light of its origins, major influences, and consequences.
c.
Utilize critical understanding of education thought and practice and decisions and events, including current events which have shaped them.
EDU-CIE-5. Students will understand and apply critical perspectives on education and schooling.

a.
Utilize theories and critiques of the overarching purposes of schooling as well as considerations of the intent, meaning, and contemporary.

b.
Use critical judgment to question contemporary educational assumptions and arrangements and to identify contradictions and inconsistencies among current social and educational values, policies, and practices.

EDU-CIE -6. Students will understand how moral principles related to demographic institution can inform and direct schooling practices, leadership, and governance.  
a.
Participate effectively in individual and organizational efforts that maintain and enhance U.S. schools as institutions in a democratic society.
b.
Evaluate the moral, social, and political dimensions of contemporary classrooms, teaching, and schools 
as they relate to life in a democratic society.
EDU-CIE-7. Students will understand the full significance of diversity in a democratic society and how that society influences instruction, school leadership and governance. 

a.
Understand how social and cultural differences originating outside of the classroom and school affect student learning.
b.
 Acquire an understanding of education and connect sensitivity with democratic values and responsibilities. Accept the idea that there is human commonality within diversity.
c. Adapt instruction to incorporate recognition and acceptance of social and cultural differences to the extent that they do not interfere with basic democratic principles. Specify how issues such as justice, social inequality, concentrations of power, class differences, race and ethnic relations, or family and community organization affect teaching and schooling.
EDU-CIE-11. Students will specify how issues such as justice, social inequality, concentrations of power, class differences, race and ethnic relations and family and community organization affect teaching and schooling. 
a.
Know the demographics of their community.
b.
Plan and implement community projects that impact issues of race, socioeconomic status, cultural differences, or special needs.
c.
Evaluate the contextual factors of the classroom in which they do their internship.

GPS Academic Standards: 

ELA10RL4. The student employs a variety of writing genres to demonstrate a comprehensive grasp of ideas in selected literary works. The student composes essays, narratives, poems, or technical documents.

SCSH3. The student analyzes how scientific knowledge is developed.

SSCG7. The student will describe how thoughtful and effective participation in civic life is characterized by obeying the law, paying taxes, serving on a jury, participating in the political process, performing public service, registering for military duty, and of being informed about current issues, and respecting differing opinions.

ELA11W3. The student uses research and technology to support writing. 

ELA10RL1. The student demonstrates comprehension by identifying evidence (i.e., examples of diction, imagery, point of view, figurative language, symbolism, plot events and main ideas) in a variety of texts representative of different genres (i.e., poetry, prose [short story, novel, essay, editorial, biography], and 
drama) and using this

evidence as the basis for interpretation.

SSCG1. The student will demonstrate knowledge of the political philosophies that shaped the development of United States constitutional government.

SSEF2. The student will give examples of how rational decision making entails comparing the marginal benefits and the marginal costs of an action. 

SSCG6. The student will demonstrate knowledge of civil liberties and civil rights.

Understandings & Goals

Enduring Understandings: 
Students will understand the evolution of the nature and purpose of schools. They will be able to describe important people and events that have shaped education. Students will analyze the role that government and legislation have on education reform. Students will realize the importance of cultural and social diversity in dealing with instruction, assessment, and classroom management.
Essential Questions:  
What were the nature and purposes of colonial education?

How did the Common School Movement influence the ideas of universal education?

How have twentieth-century reform efforts influenced schools?

How does diversity influence instructional practices as well as school governance?
How does the role of the government and legislation effect the development of public education?
Knowledge from this Unit:  
Students will know the history and development of public education through out history.
Students will understand how public education system was organized in the past.
Students will participate in classroom organization activities.
Students will know some of the major cases that helped develop public education
Students will realize the importance of cultural and social diversity in dealing with instruction, assessment, and classroom management.
Students will analyze the role that government and legislation have on education reform.
Students will evaluate the structure public education on a local level.
Key Terms:

Department of Education

Legislation

State Government

Diversity

Social Diversity

Cultural Diversity


Classroom Management

Organization Skill

Social Inequalities


Assessment(s)

Assessment Method Type: Select one or more of the following. Please consider the type(s) of differentiated instruction you will be using in the classroom. 
	x
	Pre-test (from recommended text Teachers, Schools, and Society)

	x
	Objective assessment - multiple-choice, true- false, etc.

	x
	_x_ Quizzes and tests (from recommended text)

__ Unit test

	x
	Group project

	x
	Individual project

	x
	Self-assessment - May include practice quizzes, games, simulations, checklists, etc. 

	
	_x Self-check rubrics   

_x Self-check during writing and planning process

_x Journal reflections on concepts, personal experiences and impact on one’s life

_x Reflect on evaluations of work from teachers, business partners, and competition judges

_x Academic prompts

_x Practice quizzes and tests

	x
	Subjective assessment and informal observations

	
	_x Essay tests

_x Observe students working with partners

__ Observe students role playing

	x
	Peer-assessment  

	
	_x Peer editing and commentary of products/projects/presentations using rubrics

_x Peer editing and/or critiquing

	x
	Dialogue and discussion (see Essential Questions)

	
	__ Student - teacher conferences

_x Partner and small group discussions

_x Whole group discussions

_x Interaction with or feedback from community members, speakers, and business partners

	x
	Constructed Responses

	
	__ Chart good reading, writing, listening, and speaking habits

_x Application of skills to real-life situations and scenarios

	x
	Post-test(from recommended text Teachers, Schools, and Society)


Assessment(s) Title: 

Student historical time period power point presentations

Influential people in history talk

Teachers, Schools, and Society Chapter 7 test 

Assessment(s) Description and Directions: 
Students will create a 6-10 minute power point presentation on an assigned time period in history. They will include people, events and legislation that have impacted education. They will include a comparison to education today and an example of a textbook or teaching tool from that time period. 
Students will pick someone they think has been influential to education. They will dress like their person and give a presentation as that person about what in education they were involved in. 
Attachments for Assessment(s): 
Presentation rubric, writing rubric



Learning Experiences

Instructional planning: Include lessons, activities, and other learning experiences in this section with a brief description of the activities to ensure student acquisition of the knowledge and skills addressed in the standards. Complete the sequence of instruction for each lesson or task in the unit. 

Sequence of Instruction


1.  Identify the Standards. Standards for each lesson should be posted in the classroom.
See Standards Section.

2.  Review essential questions
What were the nature and purposes of colonial education?

How did the Common School Movement influence the ideas of universal education?

How have twentieth-century reform efforts influenced schools?

How does diversity influence instructional practices as well as school governance?
3.  Identify and review the unit’s key words. 
Department of Education

Legislation

State Government

Diversity

Social Diversity

Cultural Diversity


Classroom Management

Organization Skill

Social Inequalities

4.  Do a mock re-enactment of a classroom from an earlier time period, colonial, early 1900’s. 
Have students sign 1920’s teacher contracts and compare to the local districts contract. Teacher gives brief overview on history of education.
5.  Student historical education period power point presentations. 

6.  Choose a person who made a significant impact on education. Give a 6 to 10 minute presentation to the class as if the student were that person coming back to talk to future teachers today. 
7.  Research the role that minority populations have played on education in the U.S.

Valdosta notebook – Brown vs BOE (see attachment) 
8.  Invite district ESOL coordinator to speak to class about ESOL instruction. Students will take notes and prepare a bulletin board about ESOL. 
9.  Give pretest in chapter 7 of Teachers, Schools, Societies, on funding, control,  and governance in schools. 

10.  Invite district financial director to talk to the class on their role in the district and in how schools are financed. 
11.  Administer key word quiz in Teachers, Schools, Society.
12.  Participate in Money Grows on trees and case studies. 

Have students create a “money tree” flow chart showing how schools get their funding from federal, state and local sources  including  regulations  about the  use of the funds. 

Chapter 7 Teacher, Schools, and Society  reading 7.1 Amazing Grace by Jonathan Kozol Case Study 7 – Katie Sullivan
13.  Discuss school accountability and funding. Have students look at NCLB and vouchers. 

What are problems that lack of funds create? How can schools help compensate for a lack of funding?  (fundraisers, grants, donations) 

Clips from movie Freedom Writers
Attachments for Learning Experiences: 
Access to the notebook Contemporary Issues in Education, Dewar College of Education, Valdosta State University by M. Roberts, B. Creaser, and K. McCullough is extremely helpful.

Notes & Reflections: May include notes to the teacher, pre-requisite knowledge and skills, suggestions, etc.

Culminating Performance Task (Optional)
Culminating Unit Performance Task Title:  
Classroom notebook
Culminating Unit Performance Task Description and Directions and Differentiated Instruction: 
 

Students will keep a classroom notebook in which they will place the activities they complete in each unit. 
Attachments for Culminating Performance Task: 
Classroom notebook check lis

Unit Resources 

Web Resources:
www.gapsc.com, www.pbs.org
Attachment(s): 
presentation rubric, writing rubric (Diane Brogdon)

Materials & Equipment:
 Contemporary Issues in Education, Dewar College of Education, Valdosta State University; text: 

What 21st Century technology was used in this unit: 

Top of Form

	X
	Slide Show Software
	
	Graphing Software
	
	Audio File(s)

	X
	Interactive Whiteboard
	
	Calculator
	x
	Graphic Organizer

	
	Student Response System
	
	Desktop Publishing 
	x
	Image File(s) podcast

	
	Web Design Software
	
	Blog
	x
	Video

	
	Animation Software
	
	Wiki
	
	Electronic Game or Puzzle Maker

	X
	Email
	x
	Website
	
	


Bottom of Form
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