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Career, Technical, & Agricultural Education




PATHWAY:   Teaching as a Profession

COURSE:        Contemporary Issues in Education

UNIT 3:          Professionalism and Ethics
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Introduction
Annotation: 
In this unit students will study about the ethical and moral aspects of the teaching profession and careers within the field of education. Students will be able to use critical judgment to identify inconsistencies in contemporary education. Students will understand moral principles that guide educational practices. Students will be able to identify and evaluate social and political influences on education. Students will realize the importance of attending to cultural and social diversity when dealing with instruction, assessment, and classroom management.


Grade(s): 
	
	9th

	x
	10th

	x
	11th

	x
	12th


Time:  
30 periods of 50 minutes; OR 17 blocks of 90 minutes; Or approximately 25 hours

Author:  
Sarah Klimek (Worth County School System) and Susan Mullins (Coweta County School System)
Additional Contributors:  

Contemporary Issues in Education, Dewar College of Education, Valdosta State University, Maggie Roberts, 
Barbara Creaser, Kay McCullough


Phyllis Hall (Coweta County School System)


Diane Brogdon (Walton County School District)

Students with Disabilities: 

For a student with disabilities, the instructor should refer to the student's IEP to be sure that the 
accommodations specified are being provided. The instructor should become familiar with the provisions 
of Behavior Intervention Plans that may be part of a student's IEP. Frequent consultation with a student's 
special education instructor will be beneficial in providing appropriate differentiation.


Focus Standards
GPS Focus Standards: 
EDU-CIE-3. Students will understand and apply disciplinary knowledge from the humanities and social sciences to interpret the meanings of education and schooling in diverse and contemporary contexts. 
a.
Develop habits of using this knowledge base in evaluating and formulating educational 
practice.

b.
Examine and explain the practice, leadership, and governance of education in different 
societies in light of its origins, major influences, and consequences.

c.
Utilize critical understanding of education thought and practice and decisions and 
events, including current events which have shaped them.

EDU-CIE-4. Students will recognize the inevitable presence of societal and cultural influences in contemporary educational thought and practice. 

a.
Develop habits of using this knowledge base in evaluating and formulating educational 
practice.

b.
Examine and explain the practice, leadership, and governance of education in different 
societies in light of its origins, major influences, and consequences.

c.
Utilize critical understanding of education thought and practice and decisions and 
events, including current events which have shaped them.

EDU-CIE -6. Students will understand how moral principles related to demographic institution can inform and direct schooling practices, leadership, and governance.  

a.
Participate effectively in individual and organizational efforts that maintain and enhance 
U.S. schools as institutions in a democratic society.

b.
Evaluate the moral, social, and political dimensions of contemporary classrooms, 
teaching, and schools as they relate to life in a democratic society.

EDU-CIE-7. Students will understand the full significance of diversity in a democratic society and how that society influences instruction, school leadership and governance.
a.
Understand how social and cultural differences originating outside of the classroom and school affect student learning.

b.
Acquire an understanding of education and connect sensitivity with democratic values and responsibilities.

c.
Accept the idea that there is human commonality within diversity.

d.
Adapt instruction to incorporate recognition and acceptance of social and cultural differences to the extent that they do not interfere with basic democratic principles.

e.
Specify how issues such as justice, social inequality, concentrations of power, class differences, race and ethnic relations, or family and community organization affect teaching and schooling.

EDU-CIE-8. Students will understand and describe how ethical, philosophical and moral commitments affect the process of evaluation at all levels of schooling practice, leadership, and governance.

a.
Identify, understand, question, evaluate, and critique educational conceptions, practices and current values that can lead to change.

b.
Understand that in choosing a measuring device, one necessarily makes a moral and philosophical assumption and choice in a measuring device.

c.
Prepare to consider all aspects of an evaluation method, including ethical, cultural, and test norming criteria.

EDU-CIE-10. Students will evaluate the moral, social, and political dimensions of contemporary classrooms, teaching, and schools as they relate to life in democratic society.

a.
Identify a democratic classroom.

b.
Critique the Code of Ethics of the Georgia Professional Standards Committee.

c.
Recognize and appreciate the differences in culture, values, and social status all contained within one classroom.

EDU-CIE-11. Students will specify how issues such as justice, social inequality, concentrations of power, class differences, race and ethnic relations and family and community organization affect teaching and schooling.
a.
Know the demographics of his/her community.

b.
Plan and implement community projects that impact issues of race, socioeconomic status, cultural differences, or special needs.

c.
Evaluate the contextual factors of the classroom in which they do their internship.

GPS Academic Standards: 
ELA10RL4. The student employs a variety of writing genres to demonstrate a comprehensive grasp of ideas in selected literary works. The student composes essays, narratives, poems, or technical documents.
SCSH3. Student analyzes how scientific knowledge is developed.
SSCG7. The student will describe how thoughtful and effective participation in civic life

is characterized by obeying the law, paying taxes, serving on a jury, participating in the

political process, performing public service, registering for military duty, being informed

about current issues, and respecting differing opinions.
ELA11W3. The student uses research and technology to support writing. 
SSCG1. The student will demonstrate knowledge of the political philosophies that
shaped the development of United States constitutional government.
SSEF2. The student will give examples of how rational decision making entails

comparing the marginal benefits and the marginal costs of an action. 
SSCG6. The student will demonstrate knowledge of civil liberties and civil rights.
SSCG1. The student will demonstrate knowledge of the political philosophies that

shaped the development of United States constitutional government.
SSEF2. The student will give examples of how rational decision making entails

comparing the marginal benefits and the marginal costs of an action.
ELA10W1. The student produces writing that establishes an appropriate organizational

structure, sets a context and engages the reader, maintains a coherent focus

throughout, and signals closure.
SSEF6. The student will explain how productivity, economic growth, and future

standards of living are influenced by investment in factories, machinery, new tech.
ELAWLRL3. The student deepens understanding of literary works from around the

world by relating contemporary context or historical background, as well as to works from other time periods.
SSWG2. The student will explain the cultural aspects of geography.

Understandings & Goals

Enduring Understandings: 
Students will be able to use critical judgment to identify inconsistencies in contemporary education. Students will understand moral principles that guide educational practices. Students will be able to identify and evaluate social and political influences on education. Students will realize the importance of attending to cultural and social diversity when dealing with instruction, assessment, and classroom management.
Essential Questions:  
How do current events shape what goes on in a classroom?

How have contemporary issues facing education changed over time? 
How do societies and culture affect education?

How do values and ethics impact educational practices?

How is the practice of education influenced by contemporary events and societies?

How can students use moral, social and political means in improving their school?

What are some teaching practices that will influence moral, social, and political dimensions in today’s society?

How do the moral rights and responsibilities of students compare to the moral rights and responsibilities of teachers?

How can teachers determine whether issues and situations are moral, constitutional, or ethical?
How can a staff member’s social life affect the school environment?

Knowledge from this Unit:  
Students will be able to identify moral and ethical dilemmas faced by educators. Students will be able to evaluate moral and ethical issues and how they affect students, teachers, and the education system. Students will be able to critique the influence of political and social influences on curriculum. Students will be able to apply democratic principles within a classroom setting. 
Key terms: 

Moral Turpitude
Morals

Ethics

Adjudication

Demographics

Special Needs

Mildly-Mentally Handicapped

Disability

Deaf or Hard of Hearing

Visual Impaired

Developmentally Disabled

Learning Disabled

Attention Deficit Disorder

Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder

Individual Education Plan

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act

Section 504
SLL

Speech Language Pathology

Misfeasance

First Amendment

Educational Malpractice

“Fair use” of Copy Righted Material

Buckley Amendment

Sexual Harassment

Moral Stage of Development

Values of Clarification


Assessment(s)
Assessment Method Type: 
	x
	Pre-test (from recommended text Teachers, Schools, and Society))

	
	Objective assessment - multiple-choice, true- false.

	x
	_x_ Quizzes and Tests (from recommended text)
__ Unit test

	
	Group project

	x
	Individual project

	x
	Self-assessment - May include practice quizzes, games, simulations, checklists. 

	
	__ Self-check rubrics   

__ Self-check during writing and planning process

__ Journal reflections on concepts, personal experiences and impact on one’s life

_x_ Reflects  on evaluations of work from teachers, business partners, and competition judges

_x_ Academic prompts

_x_ Practice quizzes and tests

	x
	Subjective assessment and Informal observations

	
	_x_ Essay tests

_x_ Observe students working with partners

__   Observe students role playing

	x
	Peer-assessment  

	
	_x_ Peer editing & commentary of product, projects, and presentations using rubrics

_x_   Peer editing or critiquing

	x
	Dialogue and Discussion (see Essential Questions)

	
	__   Student teacher conferences
_x_ Partner and small group discussions

_x_ Whole group discussions
_x_   Interaction with feedback from community members, speakers ,and business partners

	x
	Constructed Responses

	
	__ Chart good reading, writing, listening, speaking habits

_x_ Application of skills to real-life situations or scenarios

	x
	Post-test(from recommended text Teachers, Schools, and Society))


Assessment(s) Title: 
Chapter 8 Teachers, Schools, and Society – End of chapter assessment 
Essay on students rights
Democratic classroom whiteboard presentations.

Assessment(s) Description and directions: 
Students will find an article on a recent ethical, legal, or moral issue involving schools. Compare and contrast how the legal system might resolve this problem. Include references to the Georgia Code of Ethics. 
Students will create an interactive whiteboard presentation on different aspects of a democratic classroom and lead the class in a demonstration of the application of that pedagogy. 

Attachments for Assessment(s): 



Learning Experiences
Instructional planning: Include lessons, activities and other learning experiences in this section with a brief description of the activities to ensure student acquisition of the knowledge and skills addressed in the standards. Complete the sequence of instruction for each lesson and task in the unit. 
Sequence of Instruction


1.  Identify the Standards. Standards for each lesson should be posted in the classroom.
EDU-CIE-3. Students will understand and apply disciplinary knowledge from the humanities and social sciences to interpret the meanings of education and schooling in diverse and contemporary contexts. 

a.
Develop habits of using this knowledge base in evaluating and formulating educational practice.

b.
Examine and explain the practice, leadership, and governance of education in different societies in light of its origins, major influences, and consequences.

c.
Utilize critical understanding of education thought and practice and decisions and events, including current events which have shaped them.

EDU-CIE-4. Students will recognize the inevitable presence of societal and cultural influences in contemporary educational thought and practice. 

a.
Develop habits of using this knowledge base in evaluating and formulating educational practice
b.
Examine and explain the practice, leadership, and governance of education in different societies in light of its origins, major influences, and consequences.
c.
Utilize critical understanding of education thought and practice and decisions and events, including current events which have shaped them.

EDU-CIE -6. Students will understand how moral principles related to demographic institution can inform and direct schooling practices, leadership, and governance.  

a.
Participate effectively in individual and organizational efforts that maintain and enhance U.S. schools as institutions in a democratic society.

b.
Evaluate the moral, social, and political dimensions of contemporary classrooms, teaching, and schools as they relate to life in a democratic society.

EDU-CIE-7. Students will understand the full significance of diversity in a democratic society and how that society influences instruction, school leadership and governance.
a.
Understand how social and cultural differences originating outside of the classroom and school affect student learning.

b.
Acquire an understanding of education and connect sensitivity with democratic values and responsibilities.

c.
Accept the idea that there is human commonality within diversity.

d.
Adapt instruction to incorporate recognition and acceptance of social and cultural differences to the extent that they do not interfere with basic democratic principles.

e.
Specify how issues such as justice, social inequality, concentrations of power, class differences, race and ethnic relations, or family and community organization affect teaching and schooling.

EDU-CIE-8. Students will understand and describe how ethical, philosophical and moral commitments affect the process of evaluation at all levels of schooling practice, leadership, and governance.

a.
Identify, understand, question, evaluate, and critique educational conceptions, practices and current values that can lead to change.

b.
Understand that in choosing a measuring device, one necessarily makes a moral 
and philosophical assumption and choice in a measuring device.

c.
Prepare to consider all aspects of an evaluation method, including ethical, cultural, and test norming criteria.

EDU-CIE-10. Students will evaluate the moral, social, and political dimensions of contemporary classrooms, teaching, and schools as they relate to life in democratic society.
a.
Identify a democratic classroom.
b.
Critique the Code of Ethics of the Georgia Professional Standards Committee.
c.
Recognize and appreciate the differences in culture, values, and social status all contained within one classroom.
EDU-CIE-11. Students will specify how issues such as justice, social inequality, concentrations of power, class differences, race and ethnic relations and family and community organization affect teaching and schooling.
a.
Know the demographics of his/her community.

b.
Plan and implement community projects that impact issues of race, socioeconomic status, cultural differences, or special needs.

c.
Evaluate the contextual factors of the classroom in which they do their internship.

2.  Review essential questions
How do current events shape what goes on in a classroom?

How have contemporary issues facing education changed over time? 

How do societies and culture affect education?

How do values and ethics impact educational practices?

How is the practice of education influenced by contemporary events and societies?

How can students use moral, social and political means in improving their school?

What are some teaching practices that will influence moral, social, and political dimensions in today’s society?

How do the moral rights and responsibilities of students compare to the moral rights and responsibilities of teachers?

How can teachers determine whether issues and situations are moral, constitutional, or ethical?

How can a staff member’s social life affect the school environment?

3.  Identify and review the unit’s key words. 
Moral Aptitude

Adjudication

Ethics

Morals

Demographics

Individual Education Plan

Section 504

SLL

Misfeasance

First Amendment

Educational Malpractice

Buckley Amendment

Moral Stages of Development

4. Discuss moral turpitude
5. Review case studies of teacher and student rights.

See chapter 8 of Teachers, Schools, and Society. 
Constitutional vs. Unconstitutional worksheet Valdosta notebook. 

Constitutional Jeopardy

6. Have students find current legal challenges that have recently occurred in schools. Students will write an essay detailing the legal rulings behind the cases and include whether they agree or disagree with the law.
Ex. Colorado drill team student expelled for having wood practice drill gun because of no tolerance weapons policy

7. Review case studies of curriculum and content banned in various schools and districts 
 Ex. Speak with media specialist about books that have been banned in the district. Research why the books are banned.
8. Administer key word quiz 

9. Initiate discussion— learning focus and standards focused education 
Current event articles in Valdosta notebook
Current event articles student’s research 

10. Have students create a power point presentation on an educationally pertinent topic (i.e. election year politics, NCLB, Charter schools, teaching practices, and decision making).
9. Have student choose a current political or current event that is influencing schools currently. Research background information, interview an administrator, a teacher, and a parent for their views on the topic, and write a letter to the editor informing the public on the issue. 
 See attached suggested articles
10. Complete activities below: 
Valdosta notebook case study and activity: What’s So Funny About Peace, Love and Understanding? 
(see attachment)
11. Write several different ethical dilemmas that can occur in education.  Have students draw different scenarios out of a basket and discuss how they would solve them. 
12. Have the class research traditional teaching styles and progressive teaching styles and create a chart comparing and contrasting the two styles. 
13.  Read and discuss Teachers, Schools, and Society Reader. Case study readings 8.1, 8.2, 8.3 
14. Have students write their own code of ethics and then compare them to Georgia Professional Code of Ethics. 

16. Sit in on a parent conference with the permission of a mentor teacher and parent.
17. Invite the superintendent, HR Director, or school board attorney to speak to the class about legal issues currently affecting employment, instruction, and school governance.
Attachments for Learning Experiences: 
Access to the notebook Contemporary Issues in Education, Dewar College of Education, Valdosta State University by M. Roberts, B. Creaser, and K. McCullough is extremely helpful.
Notes & Reflections: 

Culminating Performance Task (Optional)
Culminating Unit Performance Task Title:  
Classroom notebook
Culminating Unit Performance Task Description, Directions, Differentiated Instruction: 
Students will keep a classroom notebook in which they will place the activities they complete in each unit. 
Attachments for Culminating Performance Task: 
Classroom notebook attachment

Unit Resources 
Web Resources:

 www.gapsc.com, 
Attachment(s): none
Materials & Equipment: 
Contemporary Issues in Education, Dewar College of Education, Valdosta State University; text: Teachers, Schools, and Society, Writing Rubric (Diane Brogdon), oral presentation rubric
What 21st Century Technology was used in this unit: 
Top of Form

	x
	Slide Show Software
	
	Graphing Software
	
	Audio File(s)

	x
	Interactive Whiteboard
	
	Calculator
	x
	Graphic Organizer

	
	Student Response System
	
	Desktop Publishing 
	x
	Image File(s) podcast

	
	Web Design Software
	
	Blog
	x
	Video

	
	Animation Software
	
	Wiki
	
	Electronic Game or Puzzle Maker

	x
	Email
	x
	Website
	
	


Bottom of Form
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