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PATHWAY: Teaching as a Profession

COURSE:      
Contemporary Issues in Education

UNIT 6:     
Best Practices
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Introduction
Annotation: 
Students will the philosophical context upon which the U.S. schools have developed.  Students will begin to develop their personal philosophy of education.  They will understand developmentally appropriate practices and will understand the learning theories and psychological basis for those practices. 

 
Grade(s): 
	
	9th

	x
	10th

	x
	11th

	x
	12th


Time:  
Approximately 40 hours ( 48 periods of 50 minutes OR 26 blocks of 90 minutes)
Author:  
Sarah Klimek (Worth County School System) and Susan Mullins (Coweta County School System)
Additional Contributors: 
Contemporary Issues in Education, Dewar College of Education, Valdosta State University, Maggie Roberts, Barbara Creaser, Kay McCullough;

Phyllis Hall (Coweta County School System)

Diane Brogdon (Walton County School District)

Students with Disabilities: 
For a student with disabilities, the instructor should refer to the student's IEP to be sure that the accommodations specified are being provided. The instructor should become familiar with the provisions of Behavior Intervention Plans that may be part of a student's IEP. Frequent consultation with a student's special education instructor will be beneficial in providing appropriate differentiation.

See “Accommodations” attachment.



Focus Standards

GPS Focus Standards: 
EDU-CIE-10. Students will evaluate the moral, social, and political dimensions of contemporary classrooms, teaching, and schools as they relate to life in democratic society.

a. Identify a democratic classroom.

b. Critique the Code of Ethics of the Georgia Professional Standards Committee.

c. Recognize and appreciate the differences in culture, values, and social status all contained 

    within one classroom.

EDU-CIE-11. Students will specify how issues such as justice, social inequality, concentrations of power, class differences, race and ethnic relations, and family and community organization affect teaching and schooling.

a. Know the demographics of their community.

b. Plan and implement community projects that impact issues of race, socioeconomic status,   

    cultural differences, or special needs.

c. Evaluate the contextual factors of the classroom in which they do their internship.

EDU-CIE-12. Students will articulate moral and philosophical assumptions underlying an assessment and evaluation process.

a. Understand the six philosophical orientations to education.

b. Identify the six philosophies used by the teacher they observe.

c. Evaluate the effectiveness of these philosophies.

d. Prepare a personal philosophy of teaching that includes the use of assessment within a

    classroom setting.

GPS Academic Standards: 
ELAWLRL3. The student deepens understanding of literary works from around the world by relating them to their contemporary context or historical background, as well as to works from other time periods.

MM4P4. The students will make connections among mathematical ideas and to other disciplines.

MM4P5. The students will represent mathematics in multiple ways.

SSWG2. The student will explain the cultural aspects of geography.


Understandings & Goals

Enduring Understandings: 
Students will develop a personal philosophy of education based on their knowledge of the history of education in the United States, the six basic educational philosophies, and knowledge of a variety of best practices.

Essential Questions:
  (Please choose from this suggested listed of essential questions.)
How are best practices used in today’s classrooms?

What philosophical ideas of education form the basis for many of the best practices used in classrooms today?

How has philosophy shaped the U.S. educational system?

How have theories of learning affected the classroom?

How have best practices been affected by educational philosophy and educational psychology?

How have ethnicity, history, and culture influenced classrooms of today?

How does social justice affect educational practices?

Why has educational philosophy changed over the course of history in the schools of the U.S.?

How do classroom management techniques and social issues affect best practices?


Assessment(s)
Knowledge from this Unit:  
Students will outline their personal philosophy of education.
Assessment Method Type: Select one or more of the following. Please consider the type(s) of differentiated instruction you will be using in the classroom. 
	x
	Pre-test (available from recommended text Teachers, Schools, and Society)

	
	Objective assessment - multiple-choice, true- false

	x
	_x Quizzes and Tests

__ Unit test

	
	Group project

	x
	Individual project

	x
	Self-assessment - May include practice quizzes, games, simulations, and checklists

	
	___ Self-check rubrics   

__ Self-check during writing and  planning process

___ Journal reflections on concepts, personal experiences and impact on one’s life

_x_ Reflect on evaluations of work from teachers, business partners, and competition judges

_x_ Academic prompts

__x_ Practice quizzes and tests

	x
	Subjective assessment and Informal observations

	
	_x Essay tests

_x Observe students working with partners

_x Observe students role playing

	x
	Peer-assessment  

	
	_x Peer editing and commentary of products, projects, and presentations using rubrics

_x_ Peer editing or critiquing

	x
	Dialogue and Discussion

	
	__ Student - teacher conferences

_x Partner and small group discussions

_x Whole group discussions

_x_ Interaction with or feedback from community members, speakers, and business partners

	x
	Constructed Responses

	
	_x__ Chart good reading, writing, listening, speaking habits

_x_ Application of skills to real-life situations/scenarios

	x
	Post-test (available from recommended text Teachers, Schools, and Society)


Assessment(s) Title:

Standardized tests to accompany book

Group projects (demographics and videos)

Journal entries

Charts, power point presentations, interview notes, journal entries

Analysis of a lesson plan from www.georgiastandards.org

Teaching demonstration

Assessments(s) Description and Directions:

Post-tests can be made from the teacher resources available with selected text.

Students can present group topics to the class.

Student-produced charts, power point presentations, interview notes, and journal entries can be used as assessment tools.

Analysis of the lesson plan can be used to assess students’ understanding.

Critique of student-taught lesson using a selected evaluation instrument, preferably one currently used to assess teachers, can be used to discuss and evaluate student delivery of lessons.

Attachments for Assessments:

A list of accommodations and rubrics for grading writing and presentations is attached.



Learning Experiences
Key Terms:

best practices

perennialism

essentialism

behaviorism

social reconstructivism

existentialism

progressivism

social justice

No Child Left Behind (NCLB)

ethnicity

metacognition

demographics

school report cards

Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP)

Criterion Referenced Competency Test (CRCT)

Georgia  High School Graduation Test (GHSGT)

Georgia High School Writing Test (GHSWT)

End of Course Test (EOCT)

Georgia Assessments for the Certification of Educators (GACE)

The Georgia Writing Assessment

American College Testing Program (now ACT)

Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT)

COM
Sequence of Instruction: 

1. Identify the Standards. Review essential questions.
EDU-CIE-10. Students will evaluate the moral, social, and political dimensions of contemporary classrooms, teaching, and schools as they relate to life in democratic society.

a. Identify a democratic classroom.

b. Critique the Code of Ethics of the Georgia Professional Standards Committee.

c. Recognize and appreciate the differences in culture, values, and social status all contained within one classroom.

EDU-CIE-11. Students will specify how issues such as justice, social inequality, concentrations of power, class differences, race and ethnic relations, and family and community organization affect teaching and schooling.

a. Know the demographics of their community.

b. Plan and implement community projects that impact issues of race, socioeconomic status, cultural differences, or special needs.

c. Evaluate the contextual factors of the classroom in which they do their internship.

EDU-CIE-12. Students will articulate moral and philosophical assumptions underlying an assessment and evaluation process.

a. Understand the six philosophical orientations to education.

b. Identify the six philosophies used by the teacher they observe.

c. Evaluate the effectiveness of these philosophies.

d. Prepare a personal philosophy of teaching that includes the use of assessment within a classroom setting.

2. Review essential questions.
How are best practices used in today’s classrooms?

What philosophical ideas of education form the basis for many of the best practices used in classrooms today?

How has philosophy shaped the U.S. educational system?

How have theories of learning affected the classroom?

How have best practices been affected by educational philosophy and educational psychology?

How have ethnicity, history, and culture influenced classrooms of today?

Why has educational philosophy changed over the course of history in the schools of the U.S.?

How do classroom management techniques and social issues affect best practices?
3. Identify and review the unit’s key words.
4. Administer pre-test. Use results to assist in choosing from the list of suggested activities.

5. Explore best practices through text, websites, and guest speakers from within the school and district. 

6. View a power point presentation about best practices that is available from your local curriculum and instruction department.

7. Invite a curriculum expert from your school or district or system to speak about best practices.

8. Retrieve a specific lesson plan from the GeorgiaStandards.org website. Acquaint students with the format of the plan. Explore the best practices that are evident within the plan. Discuss and make suggestions for implementation of other best practices. Assign students a specific GPS within the same area (English-language arts, science, math, social studies) and grade level. Have students and groups analyze other plans for evidence of best practices.
9. Using the same GPS picked out for Activity 7, ask students to plan (groups or individually) a lesson (15 minutes or more) based on that GPS. Ask students to show evidence of developmentally appropriate activities, diversity, and assessment.
10. Using the GeorgiaStandards.org website, select one additional lesson plan to critique. Using a chart format, determine the types of learners addressed, accommodations, and attention to diverse groups. Are there biases within this plan? If so, what types of biases are there? How are the lessons developmentally appropriate?

11. Spend time observing in classrooms. Compile a journal of observations. Discuss the findings in class within a small group and within a large group. How do the key word or key concept of this unit fit into what was observed in the classrooms of your school system or district?

12. Obtain an evaluation form used to assess teachers in your school. Share the evaluation with the students. Ask an administrator to attend class to talk with students about what s/he looks for in the classroom during an observation period as well as in the daily duties and responsibilities of each teacher.

13. Analyze the school report card for the assigned school in which observations andlab experiences take place. Compare and contrast schools, grade levels, ethnicity, etc. What are examples of best practices that were observed? How do students think that best practices played a role in the Report Card?

14. Look at the local Board of Education’s discipline policies. Discuss how those policies are influenced by diversity, legislation, funding, curriculum guidelines, accrediting agencies, and best practices.

15. View any of the suggested videos or ask students to volunteer to view the videos and report their findings to class. Ask students to summarize the video. In the summary of events of the video, have students point out examples of disciplinary tactics, best practices, attention to diversity, etc. How did the teachers and students in the videos successfully or unsuccessfully deal with issues of best practices, legislation, funding, and diversity?
16. Review your system’s website, school calendar, and student handbook. Using a chart, compile a list of the ways that each one addresses diversity, ethnicity, funding, legislation, developmentally appropriate instruction, and community demographics.
17. Research community sources for diverse non-profit organizations that can help schools. Suggestions include the United Way, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Boys and Girls Clubs, Habitat for Humanity, Certified Literacy and GED groups.  Invite guest speakers form one or more of these organizations to talk about ways that the organization is working the school system to assist students.
18. Ask students to interview one representative from each of the following groups: administration, classroom teachers with the high school, elementary or middle schools teachers, and retired teachers. Students should log their findings in a journal. Questions to include in the interview are as follow:

a. What is/was your job? How long have you worked in this position?

b. What training have you had for the position? What other positions have you held?

c. What is your personal philosophy of education?

d. How has your personal philosophy changed during the years you have worked in schools?

e. What do you believe are the greatest cultural influences in the classroom today?

f. What best practices do you feel are essential to all students and classrooms?

g. What do you feel is the greatest challenge facing students? Teachers?

19. Go to the following websites to allow students to select and print articles to read and discuss in groups:

a. http:www.servicelearning.org/instant_info/fact_sheets/k-12_facts/dem_classrooms/

b. http://www.tolerance.org/teach/activities/activity.jsp?ar=021&pa=2

Attachments for Learning Experiences: 
Access to the notebook Contemporary Issues in Education, Dewar College of Education, Valdosta State University, is extremely helpful. 
Notes & Reflections: 
Review any case studies that might be of particular interest to students. Become familiar with demographics of the school, community, and region. Be willing to share a personal philosophy of education at the end of the unit. Be able to locate resources to assist in teaching students about best practices, community demographics, community resource agencies, and school board policies.

Culminating Performance Task (Optional)
Culminating Unit Performance Task Title: 
 Materials added to notebook as preparation for final end of pathway portfolio assessment
Outline of personal philosophy of education
Lesson plans and reflections for (subject) in (grade level)

Journal of laboratory observations
Culminating Unit Performance Task Description and Directions and Differentiated Instruction:

Post-test


Lesson plan (using reflective component)


Journal of observations

Unit Resources 
Web Resources: 
Georgia Professional Standards Commission (www.gapsc.com); Georgia Department of Education (www.gadoe.org); http:www.servicelearning.org/instant_info/fact_sheets/k-12_facts/dem_classrooms/; www.ed.gov; local school system’s website.
Materials & Equipment: 
Projector, computer, internet access
What 21st Century Technology was used in this unit: 
Top of Form

	X
	Slide Show Software
	
	Graphing Software
	
	Audio File(s)

	X
	Interactive Whiteboard
	
	Calculator
	x
	Graphic Organizer

	
	Student Response System
	
	Desktop Publishing 
	x
	Image File(s) podcast

	
	Web Design Software
	
	Blog
	x
	Video

	
	Animation Software
	x
	Wiki
	
	Electronic Game or Puzzle Maker

	X
	Email
	x
	Website
	
	


Bottom of Form
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