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Career, Technical, & Agricultural Education




PATHWAY: Teaching as a Profession

COURSE:  
Examining the Teaching Profession

UNIT 6: 
Parental Involvement
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Introduction
Annotation:  
Students will examine the role of parents in education the relationship between home and environment and learning.



Grade(s): 


	
	9th

	x
	10th

	x
	11th

	x
	12th


Time:  
12, 50-minute periods; or 7, 90-minute blocks; or approximately 10 hours
Author:  
Celeste Cannon (Walton County School District)
Additional Author(s): 
Teaching as a Profession Notebook Dewar College of Education Valdosta State University, Maggie Roberts, Barbara Creaser, Kay McCollough  


Terri Michael (Walton County School District)

Teressa Channell (Hall County School System)
Phyllis Hall (Coweta County School System)
Students with Disabilities:

For students with disabilities, the instructor should refer to the student's IEP to be sure that the accommodations specified are being provided. Instructors should also familiarize themselves with the provisions of Behavior Intervention Plans that may be part of a student's IEP. Frequent consultation with a student's special education instructor will be beneficial in providing appropriate differentiation.
See accommodations attachment

Focus Standards

GPS Focus Standards: 
EDU-ETP 1 Students will demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the academic subject matter required for proficiency within their area. Academic Standards are integrated throughout the standards statements within their applicable discipline areas and documented immediately following the standard element.

EDU-ETP-11 Students will determine and practice procedures to promote active parent involvement in the school setting.
a. Identify needs and opportunities for parental involvement for parents of elementary, middle, and high school age students.

b. Describe the relationship between a positive home environment and effective learning.

c. Identify support systems and services for families with children in school.

d. Describe the roles and assistance supportive of education appropriate for community member and representative of business/industry.

GPS Academic Standards:
SSCG6. The student will demonstrate knowledge of civil liberties and civil rights.

Understandings & Goals

Enduring Understandings: 
Students will understand that a person’s family life and home environment have a tremendous impact on learning.
Students will understand the need for early contact with parents concerning students. 

Students will understand the importance of professional communication with parents.

Essential Questions:  
How does one’s home environment and family life influence learning?  
What impact do parents have on the school success of children?
Why are parent conferences necessary?
Knowledge from this Unit: 
 Knowledge of formal and informal support systems for families, research based information about the effects of home life on learning, correct letter and email format for parent communication
 Key vocabulary:

Latchkey



alternative families

McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act
at-risk students

Affective student needs


affluent lifestyles

Frances Ianni



Turning Points: Preparing  American Youth for the 21st Century

Socioeconomic status (SES)
Skills from this Unit:  
Students will be able to produce correct and appropriate correspondence for parent communication.
Students will know how to conduct a parent conference. 
Students will be able to determine when it is appropriate and ethical to involve other professionals the life of a student. (Social worker, police)

Assessment(s)
Assessment Method Type: Select one or more of the following. Please consider the type(s) of differentiated instruction you will be using in the classroom. 
	
	Pre-test

	
	Objective assessment - multiple-choice, true- false, etc.

	
	__ Quizzes/Tests

__ Unit test

	x
	Group project

	
	Individual project

	x
	Self-assessment - May include practice quizzes, games, simulations, checklists, etc.

	
	_x_ Self-check rubrics   

__ Self-check during writing/planning process

_x_ Journal reflections on concepts, personal experiences and impact on one’s life

__ Reflect on evaluations of work from teachers, business partners, and competition judges

__ Academic prompts

__ Practice quizzes/tests

	x
	Subjective assessment/Informal observations

	
	__ Essay tests

__ Observe students working with partners

_x_ Observe students role playing

	x
	Peer-assessment  

	
	_x_ Peer editing & commentary of products/projects/presentations using rubrics

_x_ Peer editing and/or critiquing

	x
	Dialogue and Discussion

	
	__ Student/teacher conferences
_x_ Partner and small group discussions

_x_ Whole group discussions
_x_ Interaction with/feedback from community members/speakers and business partners

	x
	Constructed Responses

	
	__ Chart good reading/writing/listening/speaking habits

_x_ Application of skills to real-life situations/scenarios

	
	Post-test


Assessment(s) Title: 
Letter to parents
Parent conference role play

Assessment(s) Description/Directions:  
Students will be given a poorly written letter to parents which they will critique and rewrite.
Students will set up parent conferences including a letter home requesting the conference, conference documentation and a mock conference demonstration.
Attachments for Assessment(s): 

Learning Experiences
Sequence of Instruction
1.  Identify the Standards.
EDU-ETP 1 Students will demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the academic subject matter required for proficiency within their area. Academic Standards are integrated throughout the standards statements within their applicable discipline areas and documented immediately following the standard element.

EDU-ETP-11 Students will determine and practice procedures to promote active parent involvement in the school setting.

a. Identify needs and opportunities for parental involvement for parents of elementary, middle, and high school age students.

b. Describe the relationship between a positive home environment and effective learning.

c. Identify support systems and services for families with children in school.

d. Describe the roles and assistance supportive of education appropriate for community member and representative of business/industry.

2.  Review Essential Questions.
How does one’s home environment and family life influence learning?  

What impact do parents have on the school success of children?

Why are parent conferences necessary?
3.  Identify and review key vocabulary.
Latchkey



alternative families

McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act
at-risk students

Affective student needs


affluent lifestyles

Frances Ianni



Turning Points: Preparing  American Youth for the 21st Century

Socioeconomic status (SES)

4.  Have students brainstorm activities that parents can participate in during the elementary, middle, and high school level. Discuss why the number decreases as students gets older.

5. Read articles concerning positive home environment and effective classroom environments,  (http://www.nacd.org/journal/article8.php; http://www.reproline.jhu.edu/english/6read/6issues/6jtn/v6/tn0305trng.htm; http://www.tribes.com/educational_articles.html; http://www.slc.sevier.org/skill4em.htm) These are just a sample of possible articles. Critique the articles. Discuss the common characteristics of positive home environments and effective classrooms. Summary the discussion and include notes in your classroom notebook.
6. Watch the movie, Ron Clark. Discuss the movie with regards to home environments and the effective classroom. How did he overcome dysfunctional home environments? Have students summarize their thoughts of the Ron Clark movie and what they learned in their classroom notebook.
7.  Have students examine how different cultures regard education, teachers, and students. Possible web sites include http://programs.weber.edu/eslend/EDUC4740/Readings/hispanics.html; http://www.novanthealth.org/eap/daily_issues/hispanic_american.jsp; http://www.dbpeds.org/articles/detail.cfm?TextID=397; http://www.educ.uvic.ca/faculty/hfrance/Chap%206%20culture.htm; 

http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2003/2003034.pdf;
These are just a few possibilities. Have students research the cultural characteristics of various ethnicities’ that exist in your school. Prepare a presentation concerning the culture the student researched. Share these finding with classmates in the form of a handout that is to be included in your classroom notebook.
8. Read, critique and correctly write letters to parents. See attached letters to parents containing errors. Both the incorrect letter and the student’s corrected letter should be include the in the classroom notebook.
9. Invite your counselor and an administrator to discuss good and bad parent conferences they have witnessed. Remember no names. Summarize characteristics of the worst and best parent conferences include these in the classroom notebook.
10. Discuss the importance of early communication with parents for both good or bad behavior, or good or bad performance of students.  Summarize the important points of this discussion in your classroom notebook.
11.  Have students research characteristics of effective parent conferences. Possible articles include http://specialed.about.com/cs/teacherstrategies/a/conference.htm; http://www.parenting-ed.org/handouts/Parent-Teacher%20Conferences.pdf; http://www.pvpusd.k12.ca.us/cstone/ParentTeacherConferences.htm; 

Develop a common list of items teachers should do to have a successful parent teacher conference. This list should be placed in the classroom notebook.
12. Discuss the sandwich parent conference. (Tell parents something good, something bad, and something good about their student. Don’t let any conference be all bad. Find something good.) Compose a possible conversation between a parent and a teacher using the sandwich method of parent teacher conferencing.  Place this in your classroom notebook.
13. Have students divide into groups. Role play a parent conferences, include in the role play the initial communication between teacher and parents. Videotape conferences and have student critique the role play. A student led conference critique is attached. Place all written correspondence and the critique of the conference in the classroom notebook.
14. Invite a counselor to discuss what assistance for families is available for students through your school.

Invite a representative of United Way to discuss what agencies United Way supports and how students and families can access the assistance.  Summarize findings in the classroom notebook. 

15. Invite someone who serves as a mentor to speak to the class. Complete a guest speaker evaluation form for each mentor. Guest speaker for attached.
Attachments for Learning Experiences: 
 Sample letters to parents, conference rubric
Notes & Reflections: 

Culminating Performance Task (Optional)
Culminating Unit Performance Task Title: 

 Classroom Notebook developed throughout all units of this course

Culminating Unit Performance Task Description/Directions/Differentiated Instruction: 

Students will develop a classroom notebook consisting of notes, tests, journal reflections and important reference materials to be used upon entering the teaching profession.

Notebook should reflect knowledge and skills developed during the Teaching as a Profession Pathway


Unit Resources 
Web Resources:  
www.nea.org/parents
www.teachingheart.net/parentteacherconference 
www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,1027485,00 
www.mindpub.com/art273  
http://www.nacd.org/journal/article8.php; http://www.reproline.jhu.edu/english/6read/6issues/6jtn/v6/tn0305trng.htm; http://www.tribes.com/educational_articles.html; http://www.slc.sevier.org/skill4em.htm
http://programs.weber.edu/eslend/EDUC4740/Readings/hispanics.html; http://www.novanthealth.org/eap/daily_issues/hispanic_american.jsp; http://www.dbpeds.org/articles/detail.cfm?TextID=397; http://www.educ.uvic.ca/faculty/hfrance/Chap%206%20culture.htm; 

http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2003/2003034.pdf
http://specialed.about.com/cs/teacherstrategies/a/conference.htm; http://www.parenting-ed.org/handouts/Parent-Teacher%20Conferences.pdf; http://www.pvpusd.k12.ca.us/cstone/ParentTeacherConferences.htm
Attachment(s): 
Accommodations 

Guest speaker write up

Sample letters needing corrections (2)

Sample letters (20)

Effective Student Led Conference

Materials & Equipment: 
projector, computers with internet access, textbook or hardcopy library resources, power point, 
What 21st Century Technology was used in this unit: 
Top of Form

	x
	Slide Show Software
	
	Graphing Software
	
	Audio File(s)

	x
	Interactive Whiteboard
	
	Calculator
	x
	Graphic Organizer

	
	Student Response System
	
	Desktop Publishing 
	
	Image File(s)

	
	Web Design Software
	
	Blog
	x
	Video

	
	Animation Software
	
	Wiki
	
	Electronic Game or Puzzle Maker

	x
	Email
	x
	Website
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