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PATHWAY: Teaching as a Profession

COURSE:  
Teaching as a Profession Internship
UNIT 2 :  
Communication
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Introduction

Annotation: 
In this unit students will explore effective means of communication, role play a parent teacher conference, participate in an actual parent teacher conference and create a newsletter. Students will create a community Resource File for future reference.



Grade(s): 
	
	9th

	x
	10th

	x
	11th

	x
	12th


Time:  
7 hours

Author:  
Karen Rutter

Additional Author(s): 

Gina Luck, Trudy Shirah, Selena Sims, Susan Mullins

Students with Disabilities:

For students with disabilities, the instructor should refer to the student's IEP to be sure that the accommodations specified are being provided. Instructors should also familiarize themselves with the provisions of Behavior Intervention Plans that may be part of a student's IEP. Frequent consultation with a student's special education instructor will be beneficial in providing appropriate differentiation.

Focus Standards

GPS Focus Standards: 
EDU-TPI-4. Students will develop a Teacher Work Sample.

a. Determine appropriate techniques when managing student’s behavior, including those with special needs.

b. Describe appropriate teacher reaction when dealing with difficult behavioral situations.

c.. Develop a proactive management plan for managing student behavior.

d. Identify ways of gaining parent support for the classroom management plan.
EDU-TPI-13. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the importance of effective communication.

a. Demonstrate skills in effective interaction with students, i.e. kneeling/sitting when speaking with children, making eye contact to hold attention, using positive statements when possible, etc.

b. Evaluate the role of active listening to children in effective communication.

c. Summarize various methods of parental communication, i.e. informal conversation, parent-teacher conference, telephone calls, newsletters.

d. Explain the importance of confidentiality when discussing issues with parents.

e. Define collaboration.

f. Explain importance of collaboration with others and how it benefits students.
EDU-TPI-8. Students will determine and utilize appropriate management techniques.

a. Determine appropriate techniques when managing student’s behavior, including those with special needs.

b. Describe appropriate teacher reaction when dealing with difficult behavioral situations.

c. Develop a proactive management plan for managing student behavior.
d. Identify ways of gaining parent support for the classroom management plan.
GPS Academic Standards: 
ELA10LSV2. The student formulates reasoned judgments about written and oral communication in various media genres.
ELA11LSV1. The student participates in student-to-teacher, student-to-student and group verbal interactions.
ELA11C1. The student demonstrated understanding and control of the rules of the English language, realizing that usage involves the appropriate application of conventions and grammar in both written and spoken formats.
ELA10RC3. The student acquires new vocabulary in each content area and uses it correctly

National / Local Standards / Industry / ISTE:

Understandings & Goals

Enduring Understandings: 
Effective communication is imperative when working within schools and communities. Communication among parents, teachers, and students provides a highway for student success.  Community Resources can be a major addition to enhance classroom instruction.
Essential Questions:  
What methods of communication are effective in working with parents and community partners?
What skills enable a teacher to foster active listening among stakeholders?  How does collaboration aid student success?
Knowledge from this Unit:  

Students will define collaboration and explain importance of collaboration with others and the benefit to students.  Students will document effective communication skills.
Students will summarize various methods of parental communication.
Students will research the consequences of violating the confidentiality of students. 
Students will summarize various methods of parental communication and create newsletter. 
Students will participate in a student/teacher/parent conference.

Skills from this Unit:  
Students will be able to demonstrate skills in effective interaction with parents/teachers/children. 

Assessment(s)

Assessment Method Type: Select one or more of the following. Please consider the type(s) of differentiated instruction you will be using in the classroom. 
	
	Pre-test

	
	Objective assessment - multiple-choice, true- false, etc.

	
	__ Quizzes/Tests

__ Unit test

	
	Group project

	
	Individual project

	x
	Self-assessment - May include practice quizzes, games, simulations, checklists, etc.

	
	__ Self-check rubrics   

_x_ Self-check during writing/planning process

_x_ Journal reflections on concepts, personal experiences and impact on one’s life

__ Reflect on evaluations of work from teachers, business partners, and competition judges

_x_ Academic prompts

__ Practice quizzes/tests

	x
	Subjective assessment/Informal observations

	
	__ Essay tests

__ Observe students working with partners

_x_ Observe students role playing

	x
	Peer-assessment  

	
	__ Peer editing & commentary of products/projects/presentations using rubrics

__x Peer editing and/or critiquing

	x
	Dialogue and Discussion

	
	__ Student/teacher conferences

__ Partner and small group discussions

_x_ Whole group discussions

__ Interaction with/feedback from community members/speakers and business partners

	x
	Constructed Responses

	
	__ Chart good reading/writing/listening/speaking habits

_x_ Application of skills to real-life situations/scenarios

	
	Post-test


Assessment(s) Title:      
Role-play parent teacher conference.

Classroom newsletter.
Assessment(s) Description/Directions:  
Create rubric for evaluation of role play. After written evaluation, hold verbal with each student on their participation.
Create rubric for evaluation of classroom newsletter

Attachments for Assessment(s): 

Learning Experiences
Instructional planning: Include lessons, activities and other learning experiences in this section with a brief description of the activities to ensure student acquisition of the knowledge and skills addressed in the standards. Complete the sequence of instruction for each lesson/task in the unit. 
Sequence of Instruction


1.  Identify the Standards. Standards should be posted in the classroom for each lesson.

EDU-TPI-4. Students will develop a Teacher Work Sample.

a. Determine appropriate techniques when managing student’s behavior, including those with special needs.

b. Describe appropriate teacher reaction when dealing with difficult behavioral situations.

c. Develop a proactive management plan for managing student behavior.

d. Identify ways of gaining parent support for the classroom management plan.

EDU-TPI-13. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the importance of effective communication.

a. Demonstrate skills in effective interaction with students, i.e. kneeling/sitting when speaking with children, making eye contact to hold attention, using positive statements when possible, etc.

b. Evaluate the role of active listening to children in effective communication.

c. Summarize various methods of parental communication, i.e. informal conversation, parent-teacher conference, telephone calls, newsletters.

d. Explain the importance of confidentiality when discussing issues with parents.

e. Define collaboration.

f. Explain importance of collaboration with others and how it benefits students.
EDU-TPI-8. Students will determine and utilize appropriate management techniques.

a. Determine appropriate techniques when managing student’s behavior, including those with special needs.

b. Describe appropriate teacher reaction when dealing with difficult behavioral situations.

c. Develop a proactive management plan for managing student behavior.

d. Identify ways of gaining parent support for the classroom management plan.

ELA10LSV2. The student formulates reasoned judgments about written and oral communication in various media genres.

ELA11LSV1. The student participates in student-to-teacher, student-to-student and group verbal interactions.

ELA11C1. The student demonstrated understanding and control of the rules of the English language, realizing that usage involves the appropriate application of conventions and grammar in both written and spoken formats.

ELA10RC3. The student acquires new vocabulary in each content area and uses it correctly

2.  Review Essential Questions.

What methods of communication are effective in working with parents and community partners?
What skills enable a teacher to foster active listening  among  stakeholders?  How does collaboration aid student success?
3.  Role play active listening techniques

4. Research confidentiality as related to education

5 Discuss importance of confidentiality

6. Role play parent teacher conferences after observing video clips(see included websites)

7. Participate in actual parent teacher conference with participating teacher

8. Create a monthly/weekly newsletter to send home to parents.

9. Role play effective telephone calls to parents

10. Create a community resource file using attached assignment sheet

Attachments for Learning Experiences: 
What do I need to know for an effective parent teacher conference?

Sample Newsletter (Eric  Carle Newsletter attached)

Community Resource File

Notes & Reflections:
It is the teacher’s choice as to how to best teach communication techniques including active listening. Students may have had this in a previous course such as psychology or ECE.
Culminating Performance Task (Optional)
Culminating Unit Performance Task Title: 
Professional Portfolio:  Communication 
Culminating Unit Performance Task Description/Directions/Differentiated Instruction: 
 
Place sample newsletter, conference form, rubric for teacher conference in Professional Portfolio
Attachments for Culminating Performance Task:  

Eric Carle newsletter 
Parent teacher conference-Unit2-TAPI

Unit Resources 

Web Resources:

Written: 
Gelfer, Jeffrey I.; Perkins, Peggy G. Effective Communication with Parents: A Process for Parent/Teacher Conferences,Childhood Education, v64 n1 p19-22 Oct 1987, ERIC # EJ359893

www.hfrp.org/publications-resources/.../beyond-the-parent-teacher-conference-diverse-patterns-of-home-school-com
www.edutopia.org/home-school-team
www.professorshouse.com/family/children/survive-parent-teacher-conference.aspx
classroom-activities.suite101.com/article.cfm/parent_teacher_conferences

VIDEO:

http://www.monkeysee.com/play/6273-what-are-the-different-types-of-parent-teacher-conferences
http://www.monkeysee.com/play/6274-what-is-the-purpose-of-the-conference-at-the-beginning-of-the-year
http://www.monkeysee.com/play/6275-how-many-times-a-year-should-i-have-a-conference-with-my-child-steacher
http://www.metacafe.com/watch/1938891/how_to_take_the_stress_out_of_parent_teacher_conferences/
Video for example of actual parent/teacher conference:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7hIsgnfG7KU&feature=related – How to have a conference

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7hIsgnfG7KU&feature=related- Feedback on the conference

Attachment(s): 
Materials & Equipment:
 Computers with internet access, textbook or hardcopy library resources, 

What 21st Century Technology was used in this unit? 

Top of Form

	
	Slide Show Software
	
	Graphing Software
	
	Audio File(s)

	x
	Interactive Whiteboard
	
	Calculator
	
	Graphic Organizer

	
	Student Response System
	
	Desktop Publishing 
	
	Image File(s)

	
	Web Design Software
	
	Blog
	x
	Video File

	
	Animation Software
	
	Wiki
	
	Electronic Game or Puzzle Maker

	
	Email
	x
	Website
	
	


Bottom of Form
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